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Hat the Dottrine here in this Treatife main- 
tained, is not unnecefjary, will be eafily 
concluded by all thofe that are any way 
concerned in the intere[t and honour of the 


bleffed Lord Fefus Chrift, when they confider how bafe- 


ly is abufed, villanoufly handled, and cruelly mang- 
led; what wounds and bruifes, what mutibations, and 
even decollations, and that in the houfe of his friends, 
uch at leaft, as pretend themfelves (briftians,he hath 
received : we have nocomfort donbele{s but by Chrift; 
nor by (brit unlefs it be by whole (hrift, found brift: 
Chrift divided, maimed, or mutilated, can do us no 
good: A bone of him muft not be broken: zor m 
an atomical fragment of him be loft. And yet if we 
Jerve, we may find fome, not only breaking his bones, 
or tearing him piece-meal one joint from another, but 
even breaking his heart,by rending bw Godhead from his 
manhood, or nulli ying one joint, one part, one excel- 


_lency, one attribute or other, that effentially belonged 


to one of thefe. Of old fome there were who defpoiled 
him of his body: others indeed allowed him a body, but a 
body brought Mire heaven, made of coeleftial matter : 
others but a body framed out of the Eseméntt; not A 
humane body or a body parraking any thing of “at.earth- 
ly mother. Some contended bis body was wcerly a phan 
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Epiftle to the Reader. 
tame, without any reality at all: A delufive Apparition, 
We may not forget the Monorhelites,that would noe al. 
low him,as man,any Woll, nor yet over the Apollo- 
natifts, whe though they allowed him a body, denied mt- 
terly , that he had any Soul. The Neltorians divided 
into two diftintk ptrfons each perfectly compleat, 
fubfifting in themfelves apart,a God,and a man, without 
any perfonal union of the Natures: fo making wsindzed 
two Chrifts (are we not beholding to them? ) inftead of 
| one; thouzh indeed making us more than one, they left ws 
none at all. But then cane Eutiches,and ke takes away 
both Godhead and manhood at once,:n a fort: for while 
he confufedly jumbles both Natures together, he makes 
bain neither God nor man perfectly, but fone third t hing ) 
though what, theyknow not, nor any man elfe, unlefsit 
were a confufed Chaos; nor flethnor fifh, nor goodRed 

ferring. 

» Quaq; erat & tellus, illic & pontus & nes. 

But I muft nor forget the Arians: they feemed in- 
deed to deal a little better with him , for as thty never 
denied him to be fomething fir{t amar, fothey acknovy- 
ledg himtoo to be God indecd, but then’twas but a dei- 
fledGod, a Godby grace and purchase, not by nature 
and effence, that God, and no God. Sacrilecift, 
one that being but a creature in hinfelf, was fo bold, as 
to challenge not the name and title oxly, but the honour, 
effence, and incomrunicable attributes of the fuprean 
Godhead. I need name no more, this is enough to fhew, 
bow well they ufed him of old. 

‘But how is he ufed now ?. why truly (which could 
‘fcarce be thought of ) altogether as bad: Christ bath 
enemits, and feveral. armies of them that march up. to 
“confront shim, The firft are the S9cinians thefe Tad 
the van, requiring hia ta lay by his G odbead, and in 
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Epiftle to the Reader. : 
effect his Pricfthood too. This is a blow to she head. Then 
came the Familifts, the [pawn of Henry Nicholas, who 
think, to puff him off into meer fume and [moke, as a 
meer Allegory thefe lay thesr ax to the root of the tree, 
and endeavour to deftroy him root and branch at once, 
making him {carce any Riser than a meer nothing. The 
Antinomians come next, and thefe deal worfe with him 
than the former: for while they fay, He impofeth no 
Laws, leaving his Profelytes to be lawle/s and licen- 
tious libertines,they make him to be a wicked thing (God, 
man, or devil,no matter which) ;a wicked thing, which 
ever it be) is worfe than nothing: this us a deadly thruft 
too. A fourth fort follows, I know not what to call them, 
Novalifts, Enthufiafts, or Quakers; I know nor, 
which term to give them, or whether they may not de- 
ferve all thefe: Thefe,as I faid fokow: for from the 
wild heteredoxes of the former they have with the addi- 
tion of rudene/s, impudence, ignorance, ana non-fenfe, 
patcht up a fomething or a nothing, -—— from or 
with the Socinians they account him but a meer man, at 
leaft fome calling him, The man that [uffered at Jerula- 
lem; and with the Nicholaitans they account him but 
a Quality, an \gnis fatuus, a meer ihufion, a light 
within them, which 1s not much better than an Allegory, 
or rather wor/e and with the Antinomians,they re/pec 
nolaws of King or Keifar, nor Chrift neither in his Go- 
Spel, but the dittates of their own fanatick, brains: as 
not this worfe than what Pilate abhorred, Shall I cruci- 
fie your King? it # acrucifying or worfe, even a mu- 
tilating, an annihilating of our King, our Chrift, our 
God. For the Popeling,I need not fay any thing, st hath 
been often enou ob proved tothem, That by their prefer- 
ing the Bleffed Virgin before him as tothesr Addreffesto 
Wer more than unto him, ber compaffion- and 
which 
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Epiftle to the Readef. 
which they [uppofe {he affords them more than He: while 
they wor {hip the Pitture with the fame worflip they do 
the divine perfon, with many other particulars , they 
ungod him, and bring him into the condition of a crea- 
ture, while they make a creature equal, if not fuperior to 
him in any excellency or perfettion; thesr magnifying his 
| body into an immenfity fometimes , and then again at the 
: fame time minifying him into the f{malleft atomes of a 
wafer-cake, they nullifie his manhood. As for lus King- 
ly office their difpenfing with his,and ordasning others, 
contrary tohis Laws; their abregating his Dottrines, 
and {ubftituting new and contrary, their offering up a 
{ wafer-cake for the expiating the fins both of quick, and 
dead, take away all his offices. But st 1s the Demonolo- 
gifts lam fet againft now in [pectal who notwithftan- 
ding all their pretences to the contrary, abufe Chrift as 
much as any of the relt; for while they equalize the De- 
wil, yea even Witches with him, for ftupendiows and mi- 
raculous operations they cut off hu head, or ungod him, 
and what can be worfe ? He that debafeth a King unto 
the low degree of a common plebeian,exalting the plebes- 
an to an equality of power with the King, maketh a 
King no King, but a meer pleibeian ; the plebevans 
no plebeians any longer, but fo many Kings: fo they 
that equalize devils with Chrift for powcr, make Chrift 
‘either no King for power, or at leaft devils for power 
Kings equal to Chrift. This w not a bruifing of his 
“heel only, which 1s as much as the devil is [aid to do, but . 
a breaking of his head, nay a crufhing of his heel, head, 
heart, members, body, and all into atomes: are not thefe 
‘cruel handlings, and manglings ufed againft Chrift? 
“Sure the Godhead, as in all other Excellencies, fo in pow- 
er muff have the preheminence, and be paramount, or 
elfe hrs power will not anfwer hi other Excellencies (he 
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| Epiftle to the Reader. 

Phould be lame on that fide) nor befit the Godhead. 
But upon the {uppofitions of the Demenologifts,the que- 
ftion may be juftly put, Who the greater Mtracler,Chrift 
or Belial, Fe/us or Beelzebub? and sf equal Miracles, 
equal Gods, nay doubtle{s and he rhe greater God, whe 
is the greater Afiracler; which yet it feems may fall to 
the devils fhare, and fo the devil the only God, Chrift 
pone: for his power being gone, or but equalized,much 
more Eee anger his Godhead 1 gone donbtle/s. This 
is not bruifing his heel, nor breaking his head, but a 
running him quite thorow, bowels, brain, heart and all. 
I know they dre/s him a poor, paltry, cold pultife of 
marks, and intentions, and aims,----but it doth not [oe 
much as cool, er cover, much lefs cure the wound, and 
thus they leave him. Is not this hard ufage? and yet 
when by their comments they fubjett him fo to the de- 
vils infoleucy, as that he is content it feems with pati- 
ence and pufillanimity,or cowardice enough, to be kickt 
and {purned from poft to pillar, from prow to poop, like 
a football, (though there be nothing imaginable to urge 
or te anfwer fo great a debafement ) from defart to p 
nacle, from pinacle to peak, and from peak to defart 
again, me-[eems they ufed him worfe yet:but I meddle 
not with this now, tothe former only i propofe my dif- 
fonant fentiments in this Treatife,and is it not needful? 
for if his enemies be left alone,they will take away at laft 
both name and memory, for what is left of him ulrea- 
dy, when every of thefe have taken his bite, bis morfel, 
more than was of Jezabel, the feull, the feet, the palms 
of the hands? If we will indeed have Chrift any longer, 
’tis fit we look after him,to preferve what is left, and 
recover if poffible what hath been {natcht off from him ; 
’tis high time to endeavour this efpecially when the 


Chaplains.and Champions of his grand enemy ae 
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Epiftle to the Reader... 
numerous, every Pamphleter almoft a [nap, or 


a fuarltohim, but Scarce one that fo much as takes 

a ftone to calt at thefe currs;, or if any do, he fhall be 
branded ftraight for a Somatift, a Saduce, an Anti- 
feripturift, yea, an Atheift, but [uch froth fent up- 
wards, returns upon the faces of them that vomit it. F 
fhak fay no more in vindication of the undertake,Here 
ss a {hort extratt of what may be more largely expreft 
hereafter confider and judg, Chriftian Reader, and if 
thou be a Reader truly Chriftian, conclude thon wilt, 
That the opinion here maintained, is not unneceffary, or 
unfeafonable in thefé times. 


fe 


The Dottrine of Devils, or the 


e 


1 TIM. 4.1, 2. 
1. Now the {pirit fpeaketh exprefly, that.in 
the latter days, fome fhall depart from the 
. faith, giving heed to feducing {pirits, and 
dottrines of devils: 
2. Speakinglyes in hypocrifie, having their 
| confciences feared with a hot iron. 


Sir, you thought me too rigid, I thought I 
had been too remifs This Text will 
cide the point, Whether this DoGrine of 
Devils, and Witchcraft, be Demo- 
_. momany, or the greateft Apoftacy, that 
ever was, is, or can be, even in the worft 

of times 2. | 


Hat thefe are the laft times ino 
Queftion, That in thefe laft times, 


this. Scripture hath 
in-our.ears, is altogether out of queftion. 


‘ 
| 


" 
t 
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(not thefe of our Reftauration I hope ) 


that ever was the 


2 The DoGrine of Devils: Or, 
For our ears fure, have in thefe laft times 
been filled fill, poss nat SiS With 
Difcourfes, our eyes with Romances, and 
our heads with the Doctrine and belief of 
{trange, and incredible things, of, about, » 
and concerning’ Dévils and Daymons. 
From whence in confequence, our Land | 
of late, in the Rebellious times at leaft _/ 


hath been defiled and polluted, with blood. 
of Innocents; and thence, I think it fol- 
lows, beyond all controverfy, or queftion: 


That the Doétrine of Devils, is a mofta: 


bominable Heterodox: yea, without this | 
confequence of ( which 
yet no doubt muft aggravate ), once, ‘this — 
it is an Apoftacy, the ee or great- 
that e orld, or perad- — 
‘véhture ever fhall, or can ‘be. ‘The.Aj 
ftacy'df thefe ‘days, ‘when ‘all things 
Worft'atid'worte, ‘the very dtégesof alPthe 
‘former Apoftacies; an‘ pofticy; not'from 
‘ah ‘cérethomy , ‘ah’ adiaphorous, 
or ‘laudable ‘tuftom ‘of the 
Church ,_ in the external worfhip ‘ofthe 
moft augu{t God ; but from a fundamental 
‘ohénot'fiém 6héfach only;but from 
‘the 'moft, “att not from 
~allfach. Fromall ‘thefe 
toned, The: sof | 


= 5 
7 4 
4 
7 
4 
} 
| 
4 


The Grand Apoftacy, 


godlinefs, viz. The manifeftation of 


in the flefh, his power, his auguftnefs, his 
univerfal goodaes his general comfort to 
the World, -and his glory ; in a word, an 
Apoftacy from all thele things, that (hould 
maintain, aad uphold,Chrifts honour: And 
an Apoftacy from. all thofe comforts y be- 
nefits, and beatitudes, that we cayld ¢x- 


pect lea This is clear all of it 5 and 


this alfo, that it is fugh an Apoftacy, that 
God had an efpecial mind , defie, and 
to prevent and.cautign the Chagsh a- 
gaintt. The fpirit (peaketh 5 The 


not fome Martyr, Dodor, Apoftle, or 


Preacher,; as either Paxd, Apello, Cephes, 


may, nor any Angel from :Heaven, 


ipeaks.f nme 
felf, The Jpirat 5 and that.ngt,aaly 
tacitely intimateth ,or,in obfcyre, ,terms 
hinteth, but-plainly, openly, clearly; and 
that not ‘in dark Parables, Similes,. Alle- 
gories, or enigmatical ,intimations, upon 
the imagination ,.-but in exprefs 


terms, plain wards; as, ftiend ¢xprefleth 


dibly: And -what' the Spirit oppofeth it 
Lf again{t, fo.direGly, {0 plainly, .fo di- 
ftindly, fo immediately, mult needs be a 


‘molt tranferndent, abominable, 2nd pro- 


1gtous 


i — 


‘Dimlelf. to. his: to mouth au- 


4 The Doérine of Devils: Or, 
digious villany. In a word, it is an A> 
poftacy from the chief fundamentals of 
 Chriftian Religion; which as it is the 
higheft crime that can be committed, as 
being a deferting, arenouncing, and asit 
were ‘abjuring of thefe points, that are 
moft neceffary for the upholding of Gods 
Honour, and the comfort of our Salva- 
tion: Soit is attended, with the moft fear- 
fal confequents, irremiffibility, and dam- 
nation inevitable, if perpetual. If we fiz 
wilfully, after we have received the know- 
ledg of the truth, there remaineth no 
more facrifice for fin, but——Heb. to. 26. 
Which Text, as it is but rigoroutly legal, 
and cruelly Boanergical, to apply it to 
every fin after converfion; fo it is a merci- 

-Tefs pity, an unconfcionable levity, a fow- 
~ ing Pillows under‘mens Arm-holes., and 
_ the ftrengthning of the hands’ of moft de- 
{perate finners, not to apply it to-Apoftacy, 
and-to this Apoftacy in fpecial; yea, 
though‘it be not’abfolute and general. 
And indeed it may deferve their confidera- 
tion (and that, their beft ) that’ are con- 
cern'd in it, Whether they that embrace 
this Dodrine of Devils, be not Witches 
indeed, both in Scripture-fenfe, and their 
Own too; fince they renounce. Chrift, 
God » and their Traths in matiy points 
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The Grand Apoftacy. § 
( and owning the Devil) would perfwade 
others to do the like? So that I think, 
though there be many other great crying. 

fins in the World, in this our World too, 
our Church and ‘State, yet none greater, 
none fo great as this; and therefore I may 
fitly, nay, muft out of neceflity (and woe 
unto me if I did not) fet my felf, efpect- 
ally, againft this moft defperate, and moft 
dangerous Heterodoy. 


CHAP. IL 


It is hard to eradicate this opinion, com- 
cerning Devils out of mens minds. - 


A Nd though I know it will be ah Her- - 
culean labour, and as hard a tafk as 
to whiten a Black-moor, or defpunge the 
{pots of a Leopard, to eradicate this Do- 
rine of Devils from mens hearts, ( fince 
they have fo long, and fo {trongly imbibed 
and fuckt in this poifon, and fince fome 
Learned Men, and Doétors ( who write 
Chriftian ) lay it down as a fundamental of 
their Creed , a point neceflarily to be be- 
lieved to Salvation; fince there are fo ma- 
ny feduced Spirits, and Spirits that feduce; 
fo many that {peak lyes imhypocrifie, ~ 

| B 3 


6° The Dodrine\of Devils: Or, 
matiy that delight im hypocritical byes) 
(havitig 1 fear, thétrr Confcierices feared) 
with an hot fron)fince ‘tis fo hard and’ diffi-° 
cult to dothis, Ifay, and almoft impoffible 
that I fhould doany good 5. yet fince too, 
that which*isimpoffible with Men, is eafie 
atid facil to be effected with God, yea, by. 
‘it? the concurrence of God ): Yet 
willl don. Whocantéll;. but that there be 
“Seven thoufand Men yet, that have not, 
will not, dare not bow the knee to Baal in 
this great Apoftacy ? Orif they have, will 
yet upon warnitig given, return, repent, 
and recant? But fhould it be otherwife, 
yet, Libéravi animam. meam,; have dif- 
charged mine own Contcience, and my re- 
ward may be with the Lord, though Jfrael 
be not gathered: This without queftion ; 
_ Chrifts fheep will hear his voice, and for 
_ the reft; they fhall one day know to the 
confufion of their faces, to the anguith and 
confternation of their Souls and Confcien> 
That there hath been a Prophet among 
them. | 


i 
i] 
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The Grand Apoftacy. 


CHAP. Ill. 
What this Dottriue of Devils is, and firft 


_ negative, what it isnot. . 


Need not {top toprove that thefe are 

the latter times, as I faid, northat in 
thefe latter times iniquity fhall. abound, 
nor that then defperate Opinions, hellifh 
Doctrines, and damnable Herefies,will be 
broacht , abound, and be entertained. 
This ts plain, Ad#s 20. 30. 2 Pet. 2.1. But 
we need’ go no further than this prefent — 
Text: The fpirit fpeaketh exprefly, that 

in the latter days fome fhall depart from the 
faith.——~Apoftacy, Apoftacy from the 
Doctrine of Chrift, to the. Doétrine of 
Devils, will be rife in the latter days. New 
the fpirit {peaketh exprefly, That in the 
Latter days, fome fhall depart 
This is it then that |. pitch upon, Thatthe . 
belief; entertainment, or attention to the 
Doéttrine of Devils, is the highelt, grof- 
-feft, and moft abominable Apoftacy that 


ever was, or fhall be : It is the Apoftacy 


of the latter times. There is no darknelfs 
nor difficulty ‘in the terms, plain and.eafie 
all to be underftood. are Dor 

| Ctrines 
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The DoGrine of Devils : Or, 
Grines, Pofitions, or Teachings, Aape- 
yiev, of Devils or Daymons, good or bad, 
Angels or Fiends. The worfhip of Angels | 

js an Idolatrous Apoftacy, and the Do- . 
frine of Devils is no better, but:much 
worfe: And here Aapéysor, moft properly, 

‘muft fignify not Angels at all, but Devils. 
Nor, this Apoftle, nor any of the reft in-. 
deed, in‘all their Epiftles, ever ufing this 
word diftinély for Angels, or comprehen-: 
fively, as including Angels or Devils; but 
for Devils ftill diftinély, or bad Angels. 

. The Helots were once Freemen of Laconia, 
but for fome mifdemeanour loft their free- 
dom, and were made Slaves. Will any Man 
now that hears of theHe/ots,think, That the 

Knights and Gentlemen of Lacedemon are 
meant by that term? For though in fome ca- 
techreftical fenfe, the whole Nation of the 

Lacedemonians may be fignified by that — 
word, Helots,yea,theGentlemen and Knights 
too poflibly, to grant this alfo ; yet that the 
Helots fhould fignifie the Gentlemen ex-. 
clufively, in refpect of thofe Slaves, 
very harfh: The term properly belonging 
tothe Slaves, not to the Gentlemen of that 
Countrey. So when the Apoftle tells us 
there will be {trange Doétrines concerning 
the (Aaluone, fignifying properly 
and generally, Devils rather than Angels ). 


will 
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the Grand Apoftacy. 9 

will any Man think that the Apaiiestitens 
Angels exclufively in refpect of Devils, and 

not Devils rather, or at leaft Devils as well. 
as Angels; and this taft for my Opinion is 
enough. — Befides, it ishere put in oppofi- — 
tion to thofe Angels, that lookt upon) ad- 
mired and adored ‘Chrift, as manifefted in 
the Fleth, chap. 3. The: good Angels 
adore and admire him, for the. incompre- 
henfible Myfteries and. wonderful benefits 
that come in, of, by, or through: his Incar- 
nation, and for the excellency of his power 
fhewn in ftupend operations, for the 
good, the exceeding great good of his 
_ Church, far above all that they could do, 
yea think or dream of. Thus was he 
‘preached to the Gentiles, believed omge- 
nerally inthe World, and for this, or thus, 
was he received defervedly into the high- - 
eft Glory. But in the latter days fome 
_ will be fo far from holding this Truth, That 
they will give heed to fuch DoGrines con- 
cerning Devils that will make them as ho- 
nourable as Chrift himfelf, 
and him, if not preferring them before 


him, for power and mightinefs of operati- 
ons, as though thefe Devils deferved to be 
Canonized as well, and exalted to the right 
Hand of the Majefty on high. This may 

be the Paraphrafe. | | 


All 


‘ 


The Doirine of Devils 3\Or, 
_ Allthe fcruple is in the Grammar of the 
Text, aiSacnarias without weg: Or 
any other prepofition, Fhe Dottrine of | 
Devils. It is poffible fome may be (and yet — 
it is a wonder any fhould be) fo ftupid, as 
to think that doctrine of Devils intimates 
the doétrines preacht by Devils, They (the 


_ Devils) the Doors, the Preachers and © 


Promulgators of fome Doétrines, and the 
audible Trumpeters of them : but this 1s - 
a wild interpretation, for it fuppofeth, 1. 


_ That Devils are {peaking things, have the 
-Enftruments of Speech, can fpeak diftiné- 


ly, and articulately what they will; and 
yet they are meer Spirits, immaterial and 
incorporeal Subftances. 4 Spirit hath not 


‘ Flefh and Bones, as ye fee me have, Luke 


24.39. 2. They fhould have the Pulpits 
and-exercife there publickly; but How 
then fhould we know whether we ever 


heard a true Minifter of the Gofpel evan- — 


gelizing it; or elfe fiends from Hell demo- - 
nizing {till. 3. This {peech of the Spirit, 
would not feem to be fo true ; but rather 
improbable and incredible, fince in One © 
Thoufand Six Hundred Years and more 
when we be come into the very laft Times, 
we never hear of any fuch thing in truth ; 
nor can poflibly conceive how it can be : 
but yet the doctrine of Demons hath been 


rife, 
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The Grand Apoftacy. 
rife, general and Catholick this thirteen 
or fourteen hundred years, and almoft e- 
-very-where entertained. 4. One part of 
the Spirits caution here thus fhould feem 
vain, frivolous and needlefs, though it be 
ufhered in with moft grave, and in moft fo- 
lemn terms: Now fpeaketh ex= 
prefly. And whoafter fuch a preparation, 
or preamble, would not expect fome won- 
derful {trange or unufual things to follow, 
yea, fome things that were inconceivable, 
or incredible without fuch a Divine Reve- 
lation >? And yet one part of this worder- 
ful Revelation fhould be but this, That 
Devils would {peak lyes in hypocrifie, and 
have their Confciences feared,_— which is 
a thing no Man can doubt of; if Devils — 
{peak, they’l {peak lyes, as being lyars and - 
hypocrites from the beginning; and that 
their Confciences are feared with an hot 
Iron, whocan doubt, that confiders what 

they are, Devils? 5. Forbiddingtomarry, 
commanding to abitain from meats, are 
things we know that came in, not by the | 
Pulpetting of Devils, (though pofiibly, 
or rather but- poflibly by their fuggeftion ) 
but by or through mens fuperftition, and 
covetoufhefs, 6. One fpecial means, and. 
poflibly the only means, That the Apoftle 
propofeth here for the prevention of Long 
O- 


12. the Grand Apoftacy. | 
Doétrine of Devils, is, To Refufe pro-: 
and old wives tales, verf. 7. Re->- 
fufe, reject, and contemn thofe, and fuch: 
Fables as thofe, the fictions of Poets, the 

tegends of Romances, and wild Dreams of 
Dotards. Without giving heed to fuch: 
things, Men had never been feduced into 
the credulity of this mad Dodétrine, 
but attending to, and believing of © 
wild conceits, it is almoft impof- 
fible, but that they muft be feduced into 
fuch Heterodoxes. We have a notable ex: 
ample of this, in the fecond of Nice, ( by 
fome called the feventh general Council) 
wherein, there were by fome moft Grand - 
and Reverend Men (as they arecounted } 
fuch wild, mad, fhamelefs, andincredible | 
lyes reported; that a Man of any Witt, 
Reafon, or but common fenfe, would think 
the reporters moft impudent Lyers, that 
they Vyed who fhould invent the moft 
fhamelefs figments ; and that they were 
-mad_and fenfele(s Ideots, that would, or 
could believe them: And yet by thefe moft 
_ monttrous fables, confirmed they that I- 
dolatry of Image-worfhip. See how much 
prophane and old Wives tales, the dreams, 
lyes,& dotages of Men will prevail if heark- 
ened unto: And therefore was it a needful - 
Caveat of the Apoftle to prefcribe( Refining 


pro- 
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prophane, and old wives tales ) for the pre- 
venting of this wild Doétrine, the Do- 
rine of Devils: If it be well obferved 
‘twill be found undeniably true, That the 
ground and rife of this opinion, ; was alto- 
gether from fuch Tales as the Council of 
Ancyra plainly declares: .7, The words, i 
Prophane and old wives tales; feemto befet | 
in oppofition to ‘thefe in the former verfe — 
(words of faith and good dodrine ): As 
alfo the hearkner to fuch Tales, to be op 
pofed to a good Minifter of Chrift, nou- 
rifhed up in the words of Faith and good 
aiden 3 he muft refufe prophane and old 

ives fables, and thus fhall: he be fecuré 
again{t this damnable DoGtine of Devils; 
and Apoftacy from the fundamentals of 
Chriftian Religion : Prophane and old . 
Wives tales being the chief, if not only 
means of being feduced in this particular. 
8. All the particulars of this. Prophefie, 
are in our fenfe evidently fulfilled already: 
&.G. Forbidding to marry, .and-.com- 
manding to abftain from meats, 
heed to feducing fpirits, and giving hee 
to the Doétrine of Devils or Daymons.: 
For what isthere that is more generally en- 
tertainéd both in Papiftry;, yea, and im 
Proteftantifm too; than doting and dan- 


gerous, if not damnable Doétrines,.con- 
Tey cerning 


14 The Doétrine of Devils: Or, 
eerning Angels, Genii, Spirits, Souls of 
men {preeting, Fiends, Devils,——-which 
may be all called Daymons, This Pro- 
phefie in our fenfe, is fulfilled evidently 
enough in all the particulars; but not one 
particular of it fo much, no not one, in 
Sixteen hundred years fulfilled, if by Do- 
G@rines of Devils, Devils in the Pulpit, 
Preaching Devils, be underftood: For in 
all this time, we do not yet read in any 
tolerable Author, yea, or Legendift, of 
fo much as.one’Devil, that ever Preached 
fo much as one Sermon, or vented one 
Doétrine out of the Pulpit, nor that for- 
bad Marriage, or commanded by his Do- 
rine to abftain from Meats. I wili not 
hence infer, ‘That thofe Doctrines ( that 
forbid marriage, and command to abftain | 
from meats ) are tolerable. ftill hitherto; 
*becaufe it cannot yet be proved, that they 
were the'Dittates or Dottrines of Devils 
Pulpetting it: But this I willfay, That it 
is‘more honourable, auguft, and credit- 
able to the fpiritof Truth, That fauch an | 
anterpretation ‘fhould be embraced .con- 
‘cerning his words, as may make them con- 
‘fonant ‘to Truth: ‘by the event, at leaft 
‘within the compafs.of Sixteen hundred 
“yéats, in One particular atleaft: Notifuch 
as that-in all that long, Jarge and 
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The Grand Apoftacy. 15 
vatt tract of Time, there can be found not 
one particular inftance for the proof, fe 
much asiof one particular of thefe feveral 
predicated, to be fulfilled, likely to be 
fulfilled, or countenanced by the fuccefs; 
but this ‘might very well have been paffed 
over as a meer Need-not: But that fome. 
men are mad jn ‘their opimions, concetts, 
and dreams; and .as That was, fo itis ab- 
furd, to fay, That the faggefting, or ‘in- 
jeGting of wicked Dottrines into mens 
hearts, is that whichis‘here meant. Let it 
be. at’ ‘prefent fuppoléd ( and no‘Demono- 
logit Ethink‘will oppofethe fuppofition ) 
Phat the-Devil: then.did, and now doth, 
inject wicked thoughts, villanies 
into ‘mens hearts; - yet ‘then, the being-e- 
qually Devil, -and'Men -equally feduceable 
then, asnow, ‘That'he fhould in- 
ject villantes more multitudinousfor 
‘ber, or more abominable for:nature, 
than then, can ‘hardly be fuppofed. 

dsithe general ‘opinion of Demonohs 
That by ‘Obfeffion, and Poffeflion, ‘the 
evil: dominecred more‘ unreftrainedly -o- 
werthe Weorldin the Primitive times, than 
ansthefe latter; and if fo, Why not'by 
GnjeGions tooas much? feo not. 3\(That 
‘Dotttines ‘as wild, were broached: about 


‘thet tinte thevA poftles wrote, as ever were 
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in. any time afterward (except it be this” 
Doétrine of Devils here fpoken of) is’ 
beyond controverfy, as is evident by the 
mad Doétrines of the Simoniani, Pyletii, 
Hyminei, Alexandrii, Nicholaitani, Py- 
thagorai, Gaulonite, Nazare@i, Fudeo-Pa- 
gani, Mofco-Chriftiani, Platonici, Her- 
mogonifie, Pharifei, Sadducai, Effei, He- 
rodiani, Egyptii, Gnoftict.——4. Again, 
_ had the Apoftle meant Dodtrines fuggefted © 
by Devils, or Doétrines fo wicked and 
abominable, as none but Devils would, 
or could be fuppofed the Authors of them, 
he might have faid, 
devilifh Doctrines, or, A:Saxtineds 
EndoGrinating or Teaching Devils; as. 
afore 5 deceiving {pirits, 
And yet 5. I add, The Doétrines here 
by the Apoftle mentioned, are but poor, 
fmall, petty, trivial, and inconfidera- 
ble Heterodoxes, in comparifon of thofe 
broached concerning Devils in thefe latter 
days: What are Prohibitions of Marriage, 
and Injunctions for the abftinence from 
fome_ kind of meats, in comparifon of | 
comparing, yea, of preferring of Saints 
and Martyrs, yea, Devils and Witches, and 
abhor fuch bafé Varlots with, or before 
‘Chrift, for ftupendious miracles? Did the 
‘Holy {peak fo exprefly again{t thofe 
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leffer; ffnaller , pettyer and more trivial 
Heterodoxes, and omit to fpeak againft 
thofe greater, grofler, more villainous, 
yea, moft blafphemous, moft idolatrous, 
and moft facrilegious Do@trines ? Some 
of the Ancients, as Epiphaniuws by name, 
adds MiSois tO Aid Fables or idle 
Tales, and Do@trines of Devils; fomewhat 
confonant.to that, vwer.7. Refufe prophane 
and old wives fables. Dothnot thisfhew 
the fubjeé&, not the delators of thofe Fa- 
bles? Old Wives, old Gtannams, old Gof- 
fips, old Mother Mid-nights, will {pend 
whole‘Nights and Days, in Talessand Fa< 
bles concerning Devils and Daymons, 
7. (Giving heed to feducing fpirits, and 
dottrines of devils’): As well followed *by 
éy Umoxcloss which may very, nay 
moft properly may,°if not, muft be ren- 
dered, by or through the hypocrifie,: kna- 
very, or deceit of Lyers, Fablers or Tale- 
tellers : Somewhat anfwerable to what we 
read, Eph:4. 14. ty xubela Tay ty 
Rev. 18. 23. ti 
wdyta Ta & by the Legends, 
Fictions, and monftrous Fables, of Monks, 
Fryers, and other fuch vain varlots,. are 
the People feduced into moft abfurd opini- 
ons concerning Devils... Thefe. words 


38 The Dodrine of Devils: Or, 
Rev. 21-27. Intimate but one and the felfs 
fame kind of Perfons, Fablers; Taletellerg, 
Inventers or Forgers of Lyes, the broach- 
ing or fuggefting of fuch Dottrines by De- 
vils, cannot be then the thing here meant.:. 
"gy, is, by or through here, intimating the 
caufe, inftrument, or means, asin the pla-. 
ces above cited; Eph. 4.14. Rev. 18. 23. 
and many hundred places befides. od 


CHAP. IV. 


What the Dorine of Devils is in the Af: 
fir e. | 


#9 Hefe wordsthen, 
interpret, Doctrines of, about, 
or concerning Devils, though without a 
Prepofition, as intimating the Subje& not 
the Authors, the Matter not the Doctors, 
the De quibus, not the Per quos; {0 we fay, 
Hiftoria animalium, the Hiftory of Ani- 
mals; net that the Animals wrote the 
ftory, but that the Hiftory was written of, 
_ about, or concerning Animals: So Legen- 
da Sanitorum, Doétrina Philofophorums 
and thus the Prophet too, Luitum 
unigeniti, as the forrow of an only Son, 
not forrowing, but forrowed for, apa | 


{ 
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9.10. Aud this Elleiptical way of {peak-. 
ing, by the omiflion of a word, elpecially 
of a Prepofition, is elegant, and in Scrip- 
ture often ufed. As zis vidas, for 
John 11.44. So, rir 
Heb. 5. 1. where is omitted. : 
So, autols Tay Tar 
cw, Mark 6.7. Tis a mad and wild gift 
Chrift gave his Difciples, he gave them 
the power of unclean Devils 5 thus it runs, 
without the fupplement of the Prepofitton, | 
yet is not the Prepofition inferted , but: 
muft be underftood; and the fenfe 4s: 
clear and plain, he gave them power /o-: 
ver unclean Spirits. Here too, verf. 2- 
tiv now, Kara Nay, and: - 
verf. 3. One principle verb or leading 
word is altogether omitted: Forbidding 
to marry and to abftain from meats, : the 
fenfe 1s harfh and unfavoury, unlef§ we 
fupply (commanding, or fome fuch word) 
and commanding to abftain from meats. 
So would this fentence be harfh too, and 

odd if we read thus; Giving heed to 

dotrines of Devils, fpeaking lyes in Hy- 

pocrife : So joyning, Per appoftionent, 
{peaking lyes and Devils together, as one 

thing, the Revelation would be ridicu- 
lous, as afore. The Prepofition mei: mutt 


Oh. 
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20 ~The Dorine of Devils: Or, 
concerning Devils: And'Ayspoxdy too, if 
we ftick to this expreflion, dottrine of 
devils, {peaking lyes in hypocrifie. 
the plaineft and eafieft reading is, as is 
intimated afore, oatyar, by. 
the hypocrifie of-lye-tellers ; by the de- 
ceit, knavery, villainy and falfehood of 
Legendifts, Tale-forgers, and Fable-fag- 
aters; and thus, Devils or Daymons? 
muft be the fubjeéts of thofe Fables, and) 
lying Men the Authors. And now here 
thus we have a Prediction. 1. That the 
doétrine of Devils would be brought 
to the Church. 2. would be very. 
apt ‘to. entertain: this Doctrine. 3. The 
means , way or: courfe, by which this 
Doétrine fhould be brought in, by forged: 
lyes, falfe inventions, and hypocritical fa- 
bles:, But this is not that that I mean, 
but that the broachers of this doctrine — 
of Devils are fo plainly defcribed, and 
indigitated here , that we may as eafily 
know, who they be that are here meant, 
as we can know.a {haven Monk, or Fryer 
by his fhaven Crown., from an honeft. 
Man. 1. They are Lyers,  ‘Yivdes. 2. 
Prating Lyers, venting their lyes in words, 
and Prate,, and Print, and Preach too.: 
3, Upon a knavith defign, 
“Ey vaongion 4. A fpiritual -kna-: 
very, 
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very, or knavery in refpe& of fpiritual 
things. Hypocrifie in Scripture-phrafe, ‘is 
ufed to exprefS a knavery of fuch a kind 
moft commonly. 5. Shamelefs’ Lyers, 
though they know their prate to be meer 
lyes, yet will they not conceal, but lo- 
quacioully, impudently, boldly vent them, 
6. As Brazen-fac’d, fo Iron- 
hearted, Having their confciences feared 
as with———not caring what mifchief, even 
to mens Souls, they do by their abomina- 
ble lyes. And yet, 7. The broachers of — 
this doctrine of Devils are further yet 
pointed at in thefe words, Forbidding to 
marry, and a commanding to abftain from 
meats.————Now if there have not here- 
tofore been, and yet now are, many fuch 
broachers in whom all the particulars a- 
bove-mentioned do’ meet , within the 
Popedom; if there have not been, and 
yet are even in Proteftantdom fome 
too, that have, and do give heed to fuch 
doctrines ;' then is not this Prophefy’ as 
yet, nor ever will, in any fort be fulfilled : 
_ But it is as- clear as the light even at 
noon-day ,’ That there are an abundance 
of fuch Doctors or broachers of this do- 
_ &rine in the Popedom, as appears by 
thofe volumns of Legénds, thofe' decades 
of Romances; thofe huge tomes of Fables 
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22 The Dottrine of Devils: Or, 
that have been obtruded upon the World, 
by Monks, Fryers, and other fhavelings 
there: It appears alfo by the many far- 
dies, faggots and bundles of Scribbles, 
though by Divines, Dottors, and Philo- 
fophers among Proteftants, in vindication 
of that doctrine; That there are an a- 


_bundance of broachers and Doctors, as 


well as Sheepifh followers and Apifh imi- 
tators, who give heed to this doctrine of 
Devils: So that the Spirit needed indeed 


to fpeak exprefly againft it; and againft 


it here. Here he doth fpeak exprefly ; 
but though fo exprefly again{ft it, he hath 
and doth {till fpeak ; yet fome will Teach, 
and others give good heed to it: So apt 
eager and wilful are Men, to refufe whole- 
fom. doctrines and; the words of Truth, 
that their itching ears may be filled with 
prophane Fables, incredible Lyes, and 
mon{trous Tales of old Wives, which 
turn them from.the Truth, to the em- 
bracing of this doctrine of Devils. This 
interpretation .is confonant to Grammar, 
to the letter of the Text, and is fully 
jultified by the fuccefS in all the particu- 
lars, and therefore cannot I think, be 


excepted againft. The doctrine of Devils, 


is the opinion, tenent, or Teach, of, a- - 


-bout,) or concerning Devils ; their won- 


derful 
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derful power, and moft prodigious opera- 
tions: This is the fum and drift of this 
Tra&. There is not here any, the leaft 
intention fo much as to infinuate, 1. That 
there be no Devils. Or 2. That they are 
not’ abominably villainous in themfelves. 
Or 3. That they are not mifchievous, to 
the utmoft of their power, againft Man- 
kind: But only, That they have not fuch 
an unlimited, irrefiftible, and ominipotent 
power, as Demonologers idolatroutly at- 
tribute to them; efpecially in Phyfical or 
natural things , what-ever their power — 
may be in refpect of Morals. That 1s 
another queftion. | | 


C4 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Dottrine of Devils abufeth the bleffed 
Lord Fefus Chrift mightily: And 
firft in general. | 


His dottrine of the unlimited power 

of Devils in naturals, thus by Chri- | 
{tians entertained, is the higheft and moft 
abominable Apoftacy , that ever was or 
can be in refpect of Chrift. We need go 
no further than this very Text for the 
proof of this. This Text no doubt 1s fet 
in oppofition to the laft verfe of the former 

Chapter; where the Apoftle having {po- | 
Ken of the Myftery of Godlinefs by the 
manifeftation of God in the flefh, the 
wonderful operations of this God-man 
Chrift, the admiration Angels had for him, 
his univerfal goodnefs as offered to all 
Men, the belief that was generally through- 
out the World , again{t all credibility 
yielded unto him, his glorification, and 
in his, ours: He fubjoyns this, That there 
. foal be a departing from the a What 
Faith? Why, from the Faith of the par- 
_tieulars before mentioned. However, in; 


what fhall this departure be manifefted or 
-fhewn ? 
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fhewn? Why, in: part and fpecially, by 
giving heed to feducing Spirits and do- 
Grines of Devils : So that the giving 
heed to, the attending, obferving, en- 
tertaining or believing of this do&rine 
of Devils, is a denying, refuling, rejec- 
ing of, or a departing from thofe great 
Myfteries and fundamental points of the 
Chriftian Religion: As particularly, a 
denying of, or a departing from, or a 
rejecting of that ftupend miracle of Chrift’s 
Incarnation, and the benefits that proceed 
from it. 2. An abufing‘ or vilifying of 
his moft wonderful operations. 3. A 
taking off of that great admiration, that 
Angels had before juftly of him, 4. A 
denyal, or abufing of that univerfal good- 
nefs which he offered unto all mankind. 
5. A vilifying of that wonderful recep- 
tion of his Doétrine and Gofpel through- 
out the World at the firft Preaching, 
though for the ftrangenefs of it to Mans 
natural and carnal underftanding, fo un- 
likely to be entertained. 6. The mag- 
nificence of his inftallation in Glory. He 
that turns Jew, Turk, Pagan, doth not 
poffibly for fubftance ‘abufe Chrift worfe, 
than he that heartily and in its latitude 
embraceth this doGrine of Devils, though 


he may indeed retain the name of Chri- 


ie 
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ie 


ftian: The difference is only in the ‘ciré 


-cumftance or manner, the one wilfully, 


defperately, obftinately 5 the other as “tis, 
hoped, but out of igncrance, inadvertén- | 
cy, miftake, and interpretatively : But 


the fame fabftantial Apoftacy in both. 


CHAP. VI. 


This Dodrine of Devils draweth men off, 
particularly, from that geoft comfortable 
aud fundamental Article of the Chriftian 
Creed: viz, The Incarnation of the Son 


T Shall touch but upon fome of the for- 
A mer particulars, the reft wilt eafily be. 
gueft at, when it fhall be manifefted in 
fome chief of thefe, That this do@rine of 
Devils draws men off from them. And 
firft thus, The manifeftation of God in 


the flefh, or the Hypoftatical Union of 


the Godhead to the Manhoad in oré per- 


fon, was heretofore, and now too ftill 


ought to be. accounted, The great mira- 
cle of the World, The Miracle of Mi- 
racles, The moft {tupend Miracle that‘e- 
ver was, or can be wrought, “by 
Omaipotency it felf;° bat if there ‘bea 

pof- 
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pofleffion of Men by Devils ( as Demo- 
nologers give out, Preach, Print, Pub- 
lifh and Promulgate ) then muft this ftu- 
pend and moft miraculous work of Om- 
nipotency fhrink into nothing, or at leaft 
into Unum e millibys, iwto an ordinary 
and common feat; it is but an ordinary 
ufual and common prank , no more than 
Devils do, and can do every day, every 
hour, every-where if they pleafe. It is 
pofflible that the Demonologers will ftrain 
hard, to wring out fome nice, obfcure, 
or critical difference between this true 
and unqueftionable Union of the two 
natures in Chrift, and this fained one of 
Devils to Men; but certainly, if as 
- monologers fay, a Devil or an evil Fiend 
can act mans body, fo asto move, carry, 
roodge, hurry, tranfport it as he plea- . 
feth, make it light or heavy, quantitive 

or not quantitive, vifible or invifible too, 
make it {wim like a piece of Cork, dive 
like a Fifth, fly like a Bird, the natural 
capacity of fuch a Perfon,. yea his Reafon, 
Will, Intelle&t, Judgment, ——all the 
powers and faculties of his‘Soul, being 
not only guided, governed or directed 
by, but {wallowed up and metamorpho- - 
fed into the will, humour, nature, con- 
dition, inclination=-of the Devils. 


. 
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difference I fufpe@, will be very nite,’ 


or rather none at all. This once, thé 
Apoftle puts the Agfterium maguum up- 
on this, That God was manifelted in the 
fiefh; and is not the Devil too, and that 


in his utmoft Devilfhip,. and that in the 


flefh alfo manifefted , according to this 


feigned pofleflion or incarnation which. 
this doctrine of Devils attributeth to. 


him. | | 
i have in another place toucht upon 


the particular mode of the Hypottati- | 


cal Union of the two natures in Chrift, 
and have fhewn, That as that was Over 
dws Subftantialiter 5  Inconverfes 
Indivile 5 Inconfules 


Communicative; and laftly 
xecisos Infeparate : So according to the 
doétrine of ‘Devils is the coagulation of ° 


Devil to Man in the poflefledy in all atid 
every refpe@ anfwerable. ‘I’ thall there 
fore here now add but-thefé few parti 
culars. 4. That this Union ef Devils to 
Men, in this fuppofed Pofleffion, {eems 
a more difficule;) hard and >more unintel- 


‘ligible miracle, than that-of the two tia- _ 


tures in Chrift: That being but the ‘€o- 
alefcency of two Nutures inte one Per- 


fon, -this the jumbling together of two | 


‘Mumerical diftin& -and fubfittent perfous 
50 into 
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into one Individual; There may ino 
ture, as it were, be fome kind of dark 
Adumbration of that 5; fome inftance in 
the Mifleltoe growing out of, or upon, 
and fubfifting in the Oak, without aay 
proper fubfiftency of its own: But how 
well this agrees, let the Authors of the 
conceit well confider ( There was; it is: 
generally known, throughout this King-: 
dom) not many years fince, a Perfon, 
that had another body, living creature, 
or (if you will) another Perfon grow= 
ing out of his fide, but fubfifted meerly © 
by, and in the other Perfon, as a Ciens 
ingrafted doth in the Tree: But belt of 
all; is this the Hypoftatical Union of the 
two Natures in Chrift, adumbrated by 
the Union of the fpiritual and corporeal 
parts in Man: Foras the reafonable Soul — 
-and Flefh is one Man, fo God and Man 
is one Chrift, as the, Athanafian Creed 
hath it. There be many refemblances-of 
this. it feems, but not any: kind of ad- 
umbration as yet fouad in nature, how 
to. fhadow out the confubftantiation of 
perfect, compleat and fubfiftent in- 
dividuals inone perfon: And yet, which 
is confiderable too; 2. God thought,it 
needful to fend. an Angel, even one-of 


his mightielt, mo(t-honourable, moft-elo- 
| quent, 
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30 


quent, and moft powerful, even the An- 
gel Gabriel, to the blefled Virgin her felf, 


To perfwade her into the belief .of the 


poflibility of that, whereas (they fay ): 


That the Union of Devils unto Man, is 
eafily credible, and generally believed 
without half that trouble: Strange, That 


the ftranger thing , fhould be more. 


eafily believed, than the eafier! 3. But 
yet. further, There was great ado, and 


- much trouble about it, To unite Man to 


God, the omnipotency of the holy Ghoft, 
and the power of the Almighty God 
were imployed, and all needful for the 
effeGting of it: Where the Devil 
Ichneumon into the Crocodile) can {lip 
Into mens mouths with eafe as they gape, 
and pofiefs them wholly as their own 
members: And yet again 4. Inthe Judg- 
ment of God himfelf, It was needful, That 
much time, even Thirty years and more, 
thould be fpent, (I will not fay, for the 
fubjugating of the Manhood to an obe- 
diential fubjeCtion towards the Godhead, 
but) for the clearer manifeftation of 


the reality of that Union; yea,and Three - 


or four years of continual Miracles to 


boot : Where the Devil can incarnate 
bimfelf, poflefs, or enter into a Perfon, 


make him fubfervient to his will, beck 


( asthe 


or 


md 
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or nodd, and manifeft himfelf unquefti- 
onably to be the Dominus fac totum in 
the Perfon, and all that with the turn 
of a hand in an inftant. 5. I might add 


- 


God never did that Miracle but oncey _ 


the Devil doth fuch as are parallelevery 


way, and Sw#per-paramount ‘to it every 
week, and day, for many Thoufand 
years together 3 fothat in truth, the De- 


vil feems to be the greater Miraclers as - 


out-doing, out-going, out-{tretching the 
Omnipotent God, in that very particular 
that he counts his Mafter-piece. God 
manifefted in the flefh, is no fuch great 
Myftery, the Devil can, and doth do as 
great, or greater every day. Oh into- 
lerable opinion! that yields. fuch blaf- 
phemous refults ; Devilmongers will 
doubt difclaim thischarge, but they thall 
never be able to evade the guilt. 
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‘ of his Godhead ) ever exerted while here 


a2 The Dottrine of Devils : Or, 


It- undervalues Chrifts Miracles, in that it’ 
allows Ejeion of evil Spirits to Devils’ 
and Witches. 

B t Secondly, as this Do@rine, inthe 

point of poffeffion, undervaluesthe 

Myttery of Chrifts Incarnation: So doth. 
it more abufe Chrift in the crotchet of 

Difpoffeffion. A Devil, nay, a Witch 


(fay they) by the Devils power, can 
eje& or caft out Devils out of any one 


poflefled: Firft, out of a Perfon where 
there never ‘was any Devil. But Chrift 
faith, Satan cafts not out Satan, elfe bis 
houfe fhould be divided, and his Kingdom 


could not fiand:: And yet hath and doth 


it ftand ever fince, though, at leaft (as 
the dotirines of Devils affert ) Satan hath 


_ caft out Devils or Satan, all the World 
over, for thefe Sixteen hundred years : 


Thus therefore, this do@rine makes 


—Chrift a lyer And which is as bad, it” 
attributes more power to the Devil, | 
than ever Chrift (though he appeal to 


his ftupend works for the juftification 


on 
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on earth: Chrift never fo much as caft 
out one Devil; 1 know men generally 
run away with this conceit ,-.becaufe of 
thefe notions, caft out Devils, or cured 
a Demoniack , or one. pofiefied as we 
poder it: But if we confider, That the 


ture {peaketh but according to the 
ss and phrafe of times then, where- 


in ( according to the conceit of Plato- 
nizing Pharifees) all great 
ions or where t 
(as they. in all almott ) 

natural. agency; we may, 
ealily {atistied , That when is 
to ato Deis but dan- 


fes, uncommon maladies, or 
diftempers, or elfe (fome- 
‘times that are meant. 


ul 
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to good “CF expe 


1 


evel’? 


ft 


_ And yet not a' word fabs in his An- 

{wer unto Jobs Baptif'; nor ( which isas 
remarkable) doth St, Fohn (though he 
fet himfelf upon that point efpecially, to 
prove the Godhead of Chrift producing 
very Many, very great, and 
Miracles by Chrift) yet 
e not fo mouth as hint at that of 

— ejecting Devils: A great overfight , in 
fuch a Perfon, in fuch a bufinefS, to 

we fuch an Argument, if any fuch 


thing 


ad 


Sy wy 


The 


4a Ta 
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th 


JO 
thing had ¢uorl:been would have) 
provedulim to be Goduindeed his) 
Power fasamouht abévea!!P rincipadities,: 
aud’ Thnones,i and Doniinr 
ons; and fo: or 
ifpiite: But he wirgesnit-not, 

novithinigy thasChe tbe 
That’ thére..was Bafiges, 
Déemoninia 
are 
¢d1Ma 

Gas 
‘being in their Sopceit she 
fame Seb ol A/ark eu, 
«wild! fradtiok {pérch 
“Uouteds ight Ur Keep: sfagion, 
We bhhe Devil agdsare 
WMadman, vemted (bok anell 

bwrd 21 Andwiharéfore 


ly and maf: 


{aids 


Held 


atiy: Man, for the>miaia- 


a 


Or Demoniacun-effe,. modune fuiffe loguendi, 


36 The Dodrineof Devils: Or, 
(Alii in the Plural number, ‘twas not 
one fingle Dodtors,. Fathers; Schoolmans 
opinion, but a namber of them ): Some 
think, Fhat thisword, Desmoninne babere, 


vere babere Demo: 


non fgnific: 
ed 


| mote mentis , delirare, im 
have a Devil was a:kind 
of 'phrafe or form of {peech,. by which 
they didnot mend, or mean che Perfon 
truclyand indeed had a real Devil-with- 
inshim;: but that he was diftrac&ed,) fran- 
ticker Job. 10.29, avde- 
vil mad. 7:20: ‘Thou -baft De 
Dil goeth about to kill thee, or thir 
aad. to think: Jobh-B;.48, 
we wot well, thon art a. Samarétam, ana 
Devil? Why a Samaritan .bat 
becaufe they:thought him mad 2; The 
Maritans held odd, wild, mad opinioss 
‘eoncerning God, his Worfhip: and 
the Jews. therefore thought ‘them 
| ‘mad, the did the! 
pon the account of) diflonancy' in Reli- 
igen: and' Tenents3: wb came 
thee? Kings 29,19.) And 

‘fo: the Jews thought of Jobs Baptift,.be- 
canfe his'ftraage food, ‘raiment, life, | 


doGrine, That he was:mad or-had 
Devil, 


a 
> 

. 

. 


d 
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Mat. 11.18. Itisvery improbable, That 
the Jews, (who fo generally fre; 
uented Johns. Preaching, and heard him 
o gladly ) thought him to be pofletied 
with a Devil, and yet fome of them 
might think him to be a little crazed in 
his intelle@tuals: Nay, generally it feems 
the Gentiles as well as the Jews, thought 
all thefe men that held any new, ftrange, 
or unheard-of Dodétrines in Religion, 
to be mad. And hence Feffys to St. | 
Paul, Thou art ran thy felf, too much 
learning hath made thee mad: Ad. 25. 24. 
Ie was the ftrangenefs of Paw/s Doctrine, 
that made Feffws think him mad 3 fo did 
the Jews think the Samaritans to be mad, 
and poflefied with Devils; yea, and 
Chrift alfo, upon the fame account, for 
the newnefs, ftrangenefs, or madnels 
of his Do@rine ( as they accounted it ): 
Demonium habere, Ot Demomiacum effe, in 
Scripture-phrafe, is to be mad. 

And indeed Asaméyir, deriving its pe- 
degree from aAciue can hardly fignifie 
any thing elfe properly, but fome fuch 
great, and unufual afflicti- 
on from God, fuch as is madnefs: And 
{o indeed is the Word ufed by Polybias 
concerning Amtiochas, he was 


mad > and Plutarch ufeth it in the fame 
3 fenfe, 


»& 


7 


38 The DONE: Or, 
fenfe, “arid why node 
tire interpret it {6 too, when both: 
‘word and fence Of ‘the bear it? 
“Belides, did evér any! ‘of ‘thicle: Demons: 
‘acks mentioned ‘if Sctipturé! ever ‘doiany 
thing or things, “a& or aéts] 
that'a meet: madman withbuttai reali De- 
wily odoth "thay ‘not often 
Is there ‘dry fuch any’ 
feat recorded of tient ib 
Vangelitts ? Dheyl they! roared, 
‘they talke fodliflyy ran 
afid defarts ‘and them: 
elves with ftones;! brake ‘their ferters, 
were mifchievous to’'Patiengets; but have 
‘ROE; “thay not)! Madmen. dovall 
‘thefe things? By theiriworks ye fhall know 
‘then faith Chrits why, how, where- 
‘fore! then ; may’ they not. be Madmeo, 
and ‘Madmen’ nicerly; thatiare nieant by 
add this, Chrift himfelf' confeflech that 
what ‘he ‘caft-out; Children of 
the! Pharifees' out ‘too Afat. 12, 27. 
And” ‘argues’ from: it, to juftify 
himfelf “and! aGings: But’ never did‘or 
the: Pharifcey Children caft’out 


wal “Men fhould ‘be. 


*ftronger than Devils, Flefh. than Spirits: 
“And” vet a than he: muft come 
Upon 
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Tha Grand ApoRacye 39.. 
upon him te dikpoflels iim, without doybt > 
And, ftronger;than. the Devil 
Can Towe. Thumb. witdt his Ruthea Spears, 
difmount. Kipg Arthur and all his Knights 
No more; can meer Man_.difpoflefs, the, 
Devils: efpecially,.if he, be fo, omatpo-, 
tently powerful,, as;Demonologers pte-, 


‘dicate bim..; Devils in Scripture, are {et 
out as powers: in the, .abftract, Men, as 
the, ab{tra@s.,of weaknefs: Now.,that 


weaknels, in,the,abftrad,, fhould 
powet in jthe is, 1 think, alto- 
gether, inconceivable by any humane 10- 
telle&.. Canft thou draw .out Leviathan, 
2 fi hook, (laid God to Jab) or 
can aCrifmer, a Child of afpan long, bind 
Behemoth with a rufben cord 
In {hore thus, all that the Childsen-of 
the Pharifees ca{t aut, were Difeafes,.not 
Devils 5 all that Chyilt caft out, was, but 
what the Children of the Pharifees calt 
outs therefore all .chat Chrift caft our, 
were but Difeafes and. not Devils... And 
is it not now, then .a moft monftrous 
Apoftacy, and moft intolerable, Idola- 
try, and that even to the Devil ;hjmlelf, 
to attribute fuch an excellency of, opera- 
tion to the Devil, which was never ex- 
erted by Chrift bimfelf, indeed could 
not ; .becaufe there was never,. gccalion 

D 4 for 


« 


The Doifrine of Devils: Or, 


forit. Well, this isone refale of the do- 
&rine of Devils, it is an Apoftacy from 


that fundamental Truth, God wanifefied 
in the flefh. This was almoft (but it muft 
not be) forgotten here, That though 
Chrift caft not out any real Devil pro- 
perly fo called; yet curing Difeafes in 
{uch a manner as he did, He manifefted 
forth his Glory and Godhead, as fully, 
and as much, as if he had indeed caft out 
real Devils; but of this in another place. 
I have fpoken fully enough. I thall on-. 
ly add this-here, If they had been indeed ° 
real Devils, or infernal fiends that Chrift 
caft out, there might peradventure have 
been poflibly fome probable pround, of 
that ftupend blafphemy of the Péharifees, 
wite He cafteth out Devils by Beelzebub.— 
In fome fort it might be credible, either 
by fome favour, connivance, comply- 
ance, complotment, or elfe envy, hatred, 
oppofition of Devils; fo that ithad been | 
no miracle or argument at all, to prove 
his Godhead, That he caft out Devils; 
a Simon Magus. an Apolloninws, yea an or- 
dinary Witch have done as much: But . 
_ there could be nocomplyance, compatt--- 
hatred ween Chrift and Di-, 
feafes, The curing therefore of Difeafes, 
to fuch a manner as he cured them, was 
more 


d 
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more for Chrifts Honour, and the proof 
of his Godhead, than ( if per impoffibile, 
there could be any fuch thing ) the caft- 
ing out of Devils or infernal fiends could 


have been. 


" 


CHAP. Ix. 
Chrifts Works prove his Godbead. 


| Proceed to’a Second: The doétrine 
of Devils detra&s , and apoftates 
from another {pecial excellency of Chrift : 
Juftified ix the Spirit, in or by the Spi- 
rit: Where, by the Spirit no doubt is 
meant, the might, power or excellericy 
of Chrift, to do great wonders, and ftu- 
end miracles, as Adat.12.277 But if 
the {pirit of God caft out———Julfti- 
ed in, or by the Spirit as the Apoftle 
phrafeth it, is, declared to be the Son of 
God by Power, Rom. 1.4.. A Man ap- 
proved of God, Surduscs, by powers, or mi- 
racles, A&s 2.22. And God anointed him 
with power; which is here called Spirit, 
AEs 10. 38. Virtus potentiag; regis Mef- 
fie nomine {piritus inteligitur, juftificatus 
Spiritu, boc eff, virtute fuaqua miraculae- 


didit: Zanchy and all others 
the, 


42, The Or, 

the, place; then, Juftified intosybyn 
the \Spirit, iss declared; manifelted;iacth 
proved'tobetheSon of God,by his, works; 
miracles, and ‘wonders:: By he, pror: 
ved what he pretended to be; bhatt 
he was theSaviour, and the Son 
of God: And this truely is the ground 
of our hope, the foundation of our joy, 
the corner-{tone of «]] our comfort. If 
he were pot .the San.of .Gadj, if, bg by 
his works did not prove -himfelf_to be the 
Son at Gody our hopes,.are perifhed; we 
are cut off for ever, we,may, go t0,E” 
maus when we will, we are. of all creatures 
the moft miferable ,. the moft. beforted, 
the molt befooled and deluded peeple.in 
the W orld;when we think that our Anchor 
is well and.,firmly,.fix:d, it hangs but io 
awave: We believe in Chrift, as. aGod 
who is able.to fave uss \yet theg,. he 
that we believe in. thus, ,is either no fuch 
_ thing, or, ( which is as bad) we;haveno — 
fufficient grounds to believe it, or at, leatt 
his own Argument to prove it,, is not fuf- 
ficient, which muft needs make his Gad- 


head fufpicious,.as not; being Infinitely 
| 
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uf 
\ provas his Gedbead ty bi Week. 
JOw the proof that. Chritt brings fe 
bis . That \-he. .was.the. 
‘Melfi jas, the right.cbjeatiof our Faith, the 
Bafis: whereon we might with aflurance 
enough build: our comfort and Salvation, 
was his works: To thefe he.appeals, .To 
thefe he provokes: By thefe he juftifies 
himfelf to be God and the Sayiour of !the 
World, and by thefe only, upon the mat- 
ter, endeavours he to eftablith us ia that 
fundamental» Truth. If I do, though ye 
believe not me, believe the works, that ye 
may know and believe, that the Father is 
in me and I in him, jobn 10. 37,38. And > 
Believe me that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me, or believe me for the very 
works fake, Jub. 34.11. Tbeonly Atgu- 
ment, or at leaft the commonelt <a ufeth 
is, that of his works; This is the 
that he would have us go upon, for our 
belief, comfort and falvation 3 this is that 
that the Apoftle urgeth, Declared to be 
the Son of God, by power, Rom. 1. 4. This 


‘Was it that ntgad his Difciples to believe 
| in 


“ 
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in him at firft, Jobx2.11. The Noble- 
man came in to by this means, Job. 4. 
53- And they, 10.41. The Centu- 
rion and the Pagan Soldiers were wrought | 
upon thus, Yea Nathaniel 

alfo, Job.1.47. And that great number, 
Job. 7.31. Shortly (faith he) IZ have 
greater witne/s than that of Jobn, for the 
works that the father have gives me to 
 finifh, the fame works that I do; bear wit- 


nefs of me, that the father bath fent me. Hh 


‘Auta ta igyes Thofe very works, Fob. 5. 
36, 1.Itis without doubt a fuffictent clear 
and plain Argument of Chrifts Godbead, 
that he did fach miracles; it carries its 
credentials in it felf, ic needs no concur- 
rent teftimony to confirm or ftrengthen 
it, "Avra té igya, The very works them- 
felves without any more ado, faith he 

 himfelf often, Fob.5.36. & 14.11. Yea 
the Demonologers themfelves , .( when 
out of ther mad mood of Demonomany ) 
confefs of their own accord, That Mira- 
cles bear the mark of the Godhead in 
their foreheads: Miracles are the great 
fealof Heaven; where-ever there be Mi- 
racles, there doubtlefs is Divine Power. 
2. It is an Infallible Argument: We kaow 
that thon art « teacher come from God, for 
na man can do thefe miracles that thow Lf. 


ex- 
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except God be with him, Fob.3.2. And 
Herein is « marvelous thing, that ye know not 
whence-be is, and yet be hath opened———~ 
Fob.9.30. 3-1¢isan Argument that leaves 
men inexcufable, Fob. 6.35. and 15.24. | 
He fcarce appeals ta any, other, but to this 
often ; and if this be not a fuficient Argu- 
ment it might make men fufpe& Chrift had 
not wit enough to chnfe,a Jéedinu , .by 
which he might prove, what. he efpecially 
intended, chat he was the Son of, God. 


 GHAP. 


‘Do _.not fay,. that there. is no other Ar- 
ih, gument for this: No, 1. know. there 
be many. others, his, Cardiagnoltical 
excellency, |his.infinite love.to, enemies, 
-obftinate and de te enemies, his in- 


fallible Spirit, Star at, his 
_Bisth, the Earthquake and Eclipfe, at his 


Death, the {trang e. thi: at his ‘Refur- 
rection, and his Relurection it felf,, as;ftu- 
pend a Miracle, as.any,.elfe that,ever 
none, | fay, that Chgult 
appeals unto, mone that he afeth{p much, 


Or 

— 

¥ 
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bt oftea, "this of, ited 
by The Arte 
by-his Father of 4 
thouyh te ale 
by hirh ‘yet “was Mir ele! Wrough 
hid! Miracles?) 'He afeth ‘hid 
re peradved ‘by 
all ‘any; or ‘all 
smelt of his Miracles. 1 know, fome pro- 
duce his Holinefs, as an efpecial Argu- 
ment to prove His Godhtad? but this fie 
can be no fufficient proof; for his inter-. 
‘ial hit tide dd 
finite, yet ) being awd fo 
invifible, it could be no Argument a he 


# hot’ pre ohn' 
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convelfation 
‘of Holinef&, “neither SHO 
of’ | tome eating’ 
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provideack ‘if Fit-to cloud ‘his 
glimmeritigs forch, ‘that 
be Gated, difCouraged 
from an’ endedvbut fmitite him, ‘and 
tol his eps Befides, Holinels 
is npe {o €afie LODE ‘that 
outward Be ‘irrefra- 
SP his Hivinity And if 

{carce allowof Oped” His 
curfing of the fig-tree, for not ‘having 
“fruit, whth the ‘tin tothat 
"pub who: nevaldd- 
ed/him dr hist '¢for oughe we 
| | 
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or Devils. Look upon thefe, I fay, and 
fome other AG@s of Chrift, as the AQsof 


a meer Man, and they are hardly jufti- 
fiable upon them as A&s 
of God (and he proves his Godhead 
meerly by his works ) and then no doubr, 
from his. Prerogative Royal, his Impar- 
tial Juftice, and abfolute Authority, he 
might do all this, and more, yet nothing 


but Goodnefs, Holinefs and Juftice, in all 


racles, yea one Month, or one Day, or 
one Miracle, proves more. than Forty 
years of Holinefs: This might be coun- 


_terfeited, even for folong time, as Chrift 


lived upon the earth, ( as Demonologers 
fay, and concede) and the hypocrifie nat 
be difcovered inall that time; buta true 
Miracle is the Work only of an Omni- 
potent.God. A Miracle therefore proves 


irrefragably, though but oac 


_, Neither could the ends, aims , intene 
tions, or the iflues of Chrifts z2conomy 
-here, be a fufficient proof for, his Godhead 
whatever fome think) thefe being invi- 


-lible to, all SpeCtators and Auditors; .and 


not intelligible poffibly in a very long 
:time: How. could thefe beget, or fettle 


belief? They might; be but. pretended, 


and 
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and not reals they could be only Argu- 
ments to the Pofimati, not to thefe that 
lived in his own time: And thus the A- 
poltles themfelves, at leaft fome of them, 
might not be, nay were not, true and 
well-grounded believers; fince they could 
not fee the ends, aimis,; mtentions of if- 
fues of Chrifts undertakings; much lef$ 
could they be Martyrs and competent 
witnefles unto us of the truth of Chrifts 
Godhead 5 yeaor of his Do@rines. Nor 
do Chrifts Do&rines (fome urge this) 
( though the excellenteft and moft Divine, 
without doubr, that can poflibly be pro- 
pofed to the Sons of Men, either for 
their’ Moral or Eternal Good, or elfe for 
the exalting of Gods Honour ) bean Ar- 
gument of his Divinity, without his Mi- 
racles: For (not to fay what fome ufu- 
ally fay in their Apologies for the Chri- 
{tian Religion, That it is not altogether 
new, as fome objected ) That there is no 
‘Dogrine in Chrifts Gofpel fo excellenr; 
heavenly, and glorioufly Moral, as tothe 
practical part, but fome Philofopher or 
other hath given the felf-fatne precepts 
before his coming, that Chrift did, oz. 
T hefe:tranfcendent moral ones, of loving 
God with all, and above all, and our 
Neighbours as our felvess forgiving ™m- 
E ‘ juries 


The Dottrine of Devils: Or, 
furies, iotreating Enemies like Friends, 
Patience, Humility, Martyrdom for the 
Truth, though without doubt not fo ful-. 
ly , convincingly , incouragingly upon 
fach ‘threats and promifes: I fay, that 
there is one DoGtrine of his, would {poil 
all the receptibility of the whole Syftem 
of Religion promulgated in his Gofpel, 
were it not, That his tranfcendent, un- 
imitable, unparalellable Miracles ( which 
he wrought ) fortified it as an unquelti- 
- onable Truth: I mean the Doédtrine of his 
own Godhead, and his equality. in all 
excellencies with the Supreme Being, 
_ from which he expedts faith, obedience, 
and recumbency from men, for their Sal- 
vation, upon himfelf, as much as upon the 
great Jehovah. But this muft needs b 
all rational Men, be accounted a mo 
high Prefumption, Laciferian Pride, yea 
Blafphemy and Sacriledg, (and one dead’ 
Fly is able to poifon the whole Pot of 
Oyntment, one wild gourd will make the 
whole broth naufeous and deleterious ) 
and urge, force, compel them to rejeQ, 
deteft and abominate all the whole Es: 
_ ruclopedy of the Gofpel; had he not fuf- 
ficiently proved that Dodrine (as fuf- 
ficiently he did) by his incomparable 
Miracles. Did not the Pagans of wad 
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and the Turks now upon this ground in 
fpecial, reje& his Gofpel? And for the 
ews it is known by Children, That they 
{fo blafphemed his Dottrine, and perfe- 
cuted his Perfon, for this above all things 5 
That he being but a Man, made himfelf 
the Son of God. This DoGrine of his 
Godhead, never did, will, can be digeft- 
ed by any, but fuch, as by unimitable 
Miracles (there is noother Argument for 
this) are convinced of it: And there was 
not, there could not a more fufficient Ar- 
gument be brought for it, than that: 
‘cwere Miracles that proved this Doétrine, 
yea and his Perfon too; not his Doétrine 
that proved either his Perfon or Mira- 
cles to be Divine. For his Perfon he 
might juftly have been accounted the 
boldeft Impoftor; and for his Doétrine, 
the. defperateft Heretick that ever was, 
had not his Miracles juftified both. Chrifts 
only or chief Argument, I fay, and the . 
beft that can be brought to prove his 
_ Divinity, is his Works and Miracles; 
juftified in or by thexspirit. 
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CHAP. XII. 

The Doétrine of Devils nullifies Chrift’s Ar- 
gument for his Godhead, taken from his 

Works. 


Ut now this Doctrine of Devils 
takes off, abrogates, nullifies this 
“Argument altogether: Whereas Chrift, 
to prove himfelf to be the Son of God, 
faith, None could.do fuch Miracles as he 
did, his works juftifie him, None evet 
did the like Works; this Doétrine tells 

_ us, That Devils, yea Witches by Devils 
help, can do as great for matter of work} 
as many, nay and Millions of Millions 
more for number; for time exceeding- 
Jy much longer, and for places, in ma- 
ny Thoufand Thoufand more. Who now 
(upon this fuppofition) the greater Mt 
sacler?. Who the better Man, who the 
greater God, God or Baal 3 Chrift or the 
Devil >? Chrift turned Water into Wine, 
and it was fo manifeft an Argument of 
his Power and Godhead, That his Difci- 

_ ples were convinced, they did, and they 
thought they ought to‘believe on him. 
Chrift: cured Men at a diftance by his. 

_ ‘meer Word, walked fteadily on the Wa- 
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ters, commanded the Storms toceafe, and 


was obeyed prefently 5 -curfed the Fig-- 


tree, and it withered away {traight: He 
fed Five thoufand Men, with five Loaves 
and two Fifhes; ratfed Men that had been 
dead, yea dead four days before: Chrift 
could and did transform himfelf into a 
moft glorious luftre, both his Body and 


Garments. - By fuch Miracles and 
ftupend Works, Chrift manifefted it forth, 
That he was the Son of God, that we 
ought to believe in him, and that thus 
believing , we fhould have life through 
his name, 20.31. But this DoGrine 
of Devils tells us, That a Devil can turn 
himfelf into a Man or Woman, a Rat, 
Cat, or Dog at pleafute; and that a 
Witch can be any creature that fhe:plea- 
feth to perfonate: They can cure Mad- 
men, or any other fick Perfons ‘at di- 
{tance ; can walk and fly in the Air, yea 
ride in that fluid element, with Coach 
and fix Horfes; can raife Storms of a 


fudden, and allay them in an inftant 5 


can blaft, not only afingle Tree, but a 
whole Woed or Forre{t; can turn a 
‘Town into Afhes-in the twinkling of an 


eye; with a wrylook can kill as many 


as he lifts, and raife them again at bis 
pleafure;-—— Stories more thay a- good 


E 3 ma- 


> 
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many, may be produced out of Demo- 


nographers for all thefe particulars; but 


what need more, this is a Conclamatum 


ef, an Axiomatical Truth among the Do- 
_ dors of Demonology, That a Devil or 
Witch can, for ftupendioufpefs of the 


work do as much as ever Chrift did; 
only the doubt is of the Shibboleth, or 
the Chara@eriftical note, How thall we 


diftiaguith, how fhall we know them one 


from another, is not this blafphemy ? 


CHAP. XIII. 
This Dottrine attributes greater Works, to 
Devils and Witches, than any Chrift e- 
ver did. 


Ay they attribute to their Devils 


and Witches fome things, that do 


Indeed much exceed the things that are 


recorded of Chrift, of the fame nature 


too: Chrift raifed one that was dead four 
days; the Devil or-a Witch, can raifea 
, though dead four Months, and 


more, as Cautiws————Nay Four years 
( peradventure ) as Samuel: The Devil 
ora Witch by his help, ejects a real 


Devil (as “tis faid ) which Chrift as I 


< 


have 


N 


The Grand Apoftacy. 55 
have proved) never did. Chrift fed 
Five thoufand Men once, with an incon- 
fiderable pittance : the Devil ovt of a 
glewifh dew , can and often doth, 
mould up fo many various difhes of choice 
Viands, and Butts of lafcivious Wines, 
that many Thoufands may fill, and feed; 
and feaft themfelves moft delicioufly 5 and 
for aneed, can raife a moft glorious Pa- 
lace, in the midft of a defolate Wilder- 
nefs, to entertain his guefts in ftate, (and 
_ not fuffer them to fit upon the cold Grafs ) 
and all in an inftant. -Chrift could in a 
fhort time convey himfelf from one fide 
of the Ghannel to the other: Pagh, this 
is but a poor trick, A Witch can beat 
fevera]l Places very far diftant, at the ve- 
ry felf-fame inftant; as Pythagoras , and 
Magdalena, Cruciz. Nay again, Chrift - 
indeed did many Miracles, but "twas Four 
thoufand years after the World began, 
ere he began to do any: ‘The Devil in 
all Ages, from the beginning of the 
World, had done many Millious befcre 
Chrift was born. Chrift continued do- | 
ing of fuch things but Three or Four 
years, inPerfon, nor above Fifty or Stx- 
ty, by his Apoftles; He and they began 
-Jater, continued but a fhort time, and 


have been doing fuch things, even about 
E 4 


« 
‘ 
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Sixteen hundred years fince: Where the 
Devil, as he began many Thoufand years 
before Chrift or his Agents did fo much 
as one Miracle, and will fo continue to 
the end. Chrift did a few Miracles ina 
corner of the World, a canton of Afia; 
a nook of Paleffize; where the Devil 
hath, doth, and will do his Miracles all 
the World over, Chrift did his Miracles, 
ameng a peevifh, foolifh, fottifh people, 
( asthe World accounted them.). rhe Jews 
and his;own Apoftles: The Devil doth 
his among the ,Politicians , the Philofo; 

-phers, the wizers, of the World. Chrift 
did his Miracles a great while ago, and 


a@ great way off, and who. can tell whe; 


ther. there were any fuch thing or no2 
We have but herefay, tradition, a few 
old Byoks written by his own favourites, 


and-commented upon by his hypocondrie 


ack Friends; where, for the Godhead of 


_ Devils, we may our felves be eye-wit- 


nefles, and ear-witnefles of it, in. his Mi- — 


- Tacles every day.; may behold them if 
we will be fo bold (or elfe our Demono- 
logical Dogors tell old Wives Fables: ) 
few. and. poor, paltry and fufpicious, are 


the Miracles of Chrift, comparedto thofe 


of a Witch or Devil; if we will, believe 


De- 


He teachers of this doctrine. concerning 


‘ 
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Devils: But whether that Dodrine, that 
yieldeth fuch undervaluing conceits, in 
refpe& of Chrift, be allowable, I leave 
to the Confciences of Chriftians to con- 


fider. 


CHAP. XIV. 


it nullifies the admiration Angels bad for 
| him. 2 


V Ell, this of that particulars 
Vo juftified in or by the Spirit. 
The next, is. feew.of Angels dysacis, 
feen, looked upon, obferved and admired | 
of them, Spe#abatur , or {peFabilis erat, 
a very honourable Perfon 5 according to 
that of St. Peter, The things of Chrift > 
were fo myfterioufly admirable, that the 
very Angels defire to look, peep into, 
or have a glance of them, chap. 1. 12. 
And St, Pau/fays, they were fuch, as in 
them appeared the manifold Wifdom of 
God, unknown formerly to the princi- 
palities and powers, even in the heaven- 
Jy places; (much more unknown to De- 
vils ) Ephef. 3.10. Yea the Pfalmift tells _ 
us, and the Apoftle out of him, or ra- 
ther God himflelf by them both, be 

the 


ag. 
= 
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the Angels generally ,. all the Angels 

of God, the beft of them ( and that in & ~ 
part, for his works which were infinitely 
more excellent than theirs) were to wor- 
fhip him, Heb.1.6. And yet how fo? If 
Devils could and had been incarnated, 
could, and had done, as many, or as 
great, yea more and greater Miracles, 
than ever Chrift did any. I might go 
on, and fhew, That in all thofe other 
particulars, as well as the former, Men 
hugely derogate from the Honour of 
Chrift, apoftate from the truth and com- 
fort of the Gofpel, when they be fo cre- 


dulous, as to entertain this Do@rine of 
Devils. | 


| 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


This Doctrine intrencheth upon the income 
municable attributes of the Holy-Ghoft. 


Ut go we on, and fee how, and with 
what refpe@, this Doétrine ufeth 
the Holy Ghoft: Two glorious and in- 
communicable excellencies, we Religt-. 
oufly believe, do belong to that Divine 
and Infinite Spirit ; the firft is, a beftow- 
ing of a prophetick Power, whereby a 
Perfon, through an extraordinary and 
fupernatural affiftance, is enlightened , 
and lightned to fuch an elevation of Spi- 
rit, that he can foretel, not only future 
and far diftant, but even contingent 
things; fuch as depend meerly upon the 
will of Man and God. I mean not, © 
That extatical or rapturous emotion of 
Spirit, whereby Men may fometimes con- 
jeCture, and predi& (whenthey have nat 
any abfolute certainty of ) futurities ; 
however confident the Diviners may be 
of their predictions.. The other is, the 
Grace and Practice of Piety, and Reli-— 
_ gious Duties,in order toa conformity with 
the Divine Will: Thefe are two — 


isha 
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and proper efféé&s of, or emanations from 
that Infinitely Gracious Spirit. Who-ever 
attributes either of thefe, to any other 
origine, facrilegiouflly fteals from that 
bleifed Spirit, a {pecial part of his Ho- 
- nour, idolizing moft bafely that Perfon, 
Thing or Creature, to which he attti- 
buteth them. This I take is undeniable; 
but both of thefe (faith the Dodrine 6f 
Devils) may be infufflated from Hell, 
A Perfon may be very pious in converfa- 
tion, Religious in obfervation of Duties, 
conftant in Reading, Hearing , Praying 
privately as well as in publick; ready, 
willing, earneft to inftruct others in the 
Myfteties of the Creed, and exhort them 
to the duties contained in the Decalogue; 
may be ready to offer them the Cordials 
of the Gofpel. in their Agonies; and in 
their extravagancies, to terrify them with 
the feverity of Gods vengeance: This is 
well enough known by a late example. 
Such,a one accufed for a Witch upon 
Oaths and hardly efcaped the extreamelt 
5 punifhment ; but that fome.of the petty 
Jury were well:acquainted with her con- 
yerfation. Yea, 2. A Perfon May pre- 
dict things future and meerly contingent, 
and all by meer infufurration, from the 
Devil 5 for the former I have hinted an’ 
ex-. 


‘ 
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example: Fer the latter I may produce 
Magdalena Crucia: Nay fhe may pals for 
an unexceptionable example of both. 
For (faith the great Demonologilt of 
this latter Age ) for fuch things got the 
the reputation of a very Holy Woman, 
and a great Prophetefs ; and yet con- 
verfed with the Devil, as his Wife, for 
Thirty years together. Cannot the De- 
vil make Saints too as well as Prophets? 
Yea Prophets and Saints too both. Nay, 
and fince Omne efficiens tale eft magis ta- 
Je, muft not thae thing which we call 
Devil, be a molt good and godly thing ? 
Equal to the Holy Ghoft, for Holinefs 
and for Knowledg ¢ Whether this be not 
fuch grofs abufe, to that Infinitely Gra- 
cious Spirit, that comes very near that 
grand fin called Irremiffible; 1 leave it 
to Chriftians to examine and ¢onclude: 
And yet doubtlefs, meer naturalifts: would 
be afhamed to attribute the excellencies 
of the Godhead, to the worft of his crea- L, 
tures. I might have inftanced in thofe 
gifts mentioned by the Apofile, 1.Cor..12._ 
5,——10. Butl thought fit to pitchups 

On thefe above-mentioned. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVL 


The fir? Perfon of the Godhead mightily a- 
bufed by this Dodrine. 


Ut are the Second and Third only 

thus coarfely handled by this Do- 
G&rine? Is not the firft villainoufly abufed 
too, even the Father of all Power, the 
_ Almighty God, the only Potentate¢ 
Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
Glory. Thus were we taught by one, who 
( we thought) knew fomething of that 
moft auguft Majefty of Heaven: But this 
good and godly dottrine of Devils, fets 
up one Beelzebub cheek by jowl with the 

reat Jehovah , as his equal, at leaft for 

ower, Might, and moft ftupend Opera- 
tions It fetcheth Feroboam, a runnagate 
Rogue, out of #gypt, the bottom of 
the Straights, or rather the Straights of 
the ‘bottomlefs Abifs, to tear away Ten 


parts of Twelve from David and his Son. 
he power of the Air, Earth, Sea, and 
Hell, and all is Beelzebub’s ; Febovab mult 
be content with the bare Empireal Hea-: 


ven, and well, if he can have that free, 
The Devil keeps Tearms, and appears at 
| the 
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the general Rendezvouz there ( as ‘tis 
faid ): And if fo, not for any good with- 
out doubt, but in hope to get opportu- 
nity to ufurp that Province as well as the 
re{t. It is faid he can make and unmake 
_ Men, poflefs and di{pofiefs, kill and make © 
alive, raife {torms and tempefts, Ewrocli- 
dons, Hurry-canoes, make Women and 
Years fruitful or barren, fend Lightnings, 
Thunders and Earth-quakes, infe& with 
Plagues, Peftilences, and contagious Di- 
feafes, kindle and confume with Fire 
whole Towns, Villages and Cities, fore- 
tell things meerly contingent 5 ftop the 


Sun-in its courfe, and reftrain the influ- 


ence of the Moon, and all the Starse— 
Is not this a God ? Is he not equal to the 
_ gteat God, the Omnipotent Elfhadday 
himfelf for Power? Thefe fure are the 
proper a&s of God, of the great God, 
_ and Incommunicable, 7/4. 40. 21. 43.8. 
Jer. 10. 12.6% 31-35+ Pfal.t35.5. 136.4.-- 
Deut. 32.39. & 4.41. Hof.6.1. Fer. 
a2. Pfal. 104.19. Fob 9.7, 8,9, 10. 
38.8.——Fob 38. 39.42, 41.———~Thefe 
_ and the like I fay are AG@s proper to God, | 
and therefore ‘tis not in the power of 
Man or Devil to do thefe, or any fuch3 
yea though God permit, and allow the — 
Devil the utmoft power of his nature, with- 
out check or curb. CHAP. 


| 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Of Gods permitting the Devil, and the va- 
nity of that shift. 


En ufually thelter themfelves under 
thisconceit, as a fecure Afylum fot 

their abominable blafphemy, ( in attri- 
buting the proper works of God to the 
Devil ): Oh! ‘God permits him, and ther 
_ he can do ( yea marry can he ) wonder- 
ful and ftupend feats. I-might in an- 
{wer return, this Permiflion is but a meer 
iavention, afidtion, aChimerahere. But 
I fay, let God permit the Devil never fo 
much, let him give him the full length 
of his own cord, and-not reftrain or fnaf- 
fle him in the leaft; yet cannot the De- 
vil be able to do any of thefe works that 
are proper toGod: Permiflionis not im- 
powering 5 but a meer liberty of exerting 

a natural power. If therefore there be 
not a natural. power to do the works of 
Gods; Gods permitting of the Devil, the 
exercife of his natural power to the ut- 


_ molt, will not enable or make him the. 


apter todo them : Let loofe the rains to. 
your Horte, give him the greateft liberty 


can. 


‘ 
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can be thought of, without any the leaft 
check, yea urge him too with Switch 
and Spur, hee’l never the more be able 
to mount up into the Air, to foar aloft, 
fetch his Cancileers, or make his ftops 
likea Hawk. Permit an Afs 't take the 
Lute, though never fo well ftringed, fee 
and tuned; yet will he never be’ able 
to play fo much as one {weet Lefion, 6r 
good Tune. Permit you-curp hindér 
him not, let him do his beft, hee*l-never 
be able to pronounce an Oration with 
any elocution or grace, but be muteas— 
a Fith ftill. Permiffion’ fignifieth 
thing, but the freedom of exerting the 
natural power; if there’be no natural 
Power, Permiffion implants none: This 


therefore is to be proved firlt, That the | 


Devil th, of, by, and from himfelf, ia- 
turally hath the Power of God, - and 
left to himfelf, can do as ftupend ‘Works 
as God, yea the fame that God chal- 
lengeth as proper to himfelf.: Can this 
be proved ? He that proves this, proves 
in effect and truth, by the fate proof, 
That the Devil hath the Power of God 
too, and in himfelf, and can do the 
Work of God, without any permiflion 
from God : And confequently, That he 


is God equal for power to the great Gods 
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nay, atid if he have the Power of God 
in, and of himfelf, he can do the Works 
of God in {pight of God or ‘his permif- 
fion; yea, and which is more ( yet fol- 
lows from thefe premifes of Permiffion ) 
The Devil. can fo fpight God, that God 
without the Devils permiflion-, cannot. 
do. bis.own works, do no good nor 
evil, can do nothing: For though, Pa 
parem non bhabet poteftatem imperandi, 
may he have, Po- 
teftatem refifiendi, oppugnandi,——if 
the Devil have in himfelf the Power of 
Geds proper Works, he hath; the Pow- 
er of God, and fo can do them without 
Gods Permiffion.as well as with it; yea 
as well as God himfelf can do them 
without the permiflion of the Devil. 1s 
not this good ftuff? Yet follows from 
the fuppofition of -Permiffion. Is not this 
with Manes, to bring in two Gods, a 
good and a bad one, and yet of equal 
force, power, ftrength and virtue? Nay; 
Is.it not with Diagoras, To deny all gods? 
He that makes more than one, allows 

truely and indeed none. 


} 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. ‘XVII, 
Of Gods delegating bis Power to the Devil, 
and the blafphemy of that evafion)- 


H, Oh! But God delegates;“and by 
delegation enables the Devil with 
a new power, above his naturals this is 
another fubterfuge, and a fubtil ‘one '€ as 
the Demonologers think) xf. 1. How 
is this proved 5 that of Fob may Be But 
parabolical and adumpbrative, not real;ac- 
cording to the Letter: fo Learned’ mien 


and they Demonologers too, a8‘Calviz 


and others, are forced to confefs."’ Que- 


re. Whether any Devil be fo much as 


meant or hinted at-in'the Story? I think 
not, .butof that in another place: ‘2. It 
may be but fingular: and miraculous, and 


fo not to be extended to a’ general. 
3. ’Twould crofs a plain Téxt, Gloriam 


alteri non dabo, God will not’ patt with 
his honour, nor the credit of his Works 


‘to any other whatever, much lefs to the 


Devil. 4. Delegation fuppofeth the De- 
legator either not prefent ,- or not able 
to work, or that he is {tately and {cornes 
to work: But where or whence c:n the ~ 

| EF 2 Om-> . 
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Omnipotent be excluded, and what is 
there can be done, that the Omnipotent 
hath not a hand in it? And he that ta- 
keth care for Oxen, feedeth. alfo the 
young Ravens, orders the motion of a 
Sparrow, provides clothes for the graf 
of the Field ——is not over-ftately : Og 
5. What is it? Is: God grown fo weak, 
weary, decrepit or unwieldy? we read 
he is the Ancient of days indeed, 1s he 
grown decrepit, needs he a writ of Eafe 
or Dotage? Is he not able to manage 
the great Province of the World any 
Jonger, that he muft have his Delegates? 
Truely the Prophet wasof another mind 
( and fo are they all, who knew or un- 
desftood any thing of the God-head ) 
Ifa. 40.28. Or elfe Sixthly, fuppofe this 
too, was there none fitter, none abler, 
- none better to be his under-agent, than 
the Devil ? Could none of his glorious 
Angels, nor his own blefled effential Son 
ferve turn? That the Devil before all 
the reft, the Devil, that Stork, that Cor-. 
morant, that Viper, that Enemy of God 
and allhis Creatures, be pitched up- 
On and delegated, as his Vicegerent.for 
the the World Oh! in 
what a fad condition: are. we, is this 


World in, the while? But 7. Doth not 
this 
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this fuppofe the great Jehovah to be a 
meer Epicurean Idol, a-Lurdan, or an 
Abby-Lubber, or rather, which is as bad, 
an Impotent Weakling? Epicurus indeed 
thought his God fomewhat flothful, fome- 
what lazy and foggy; but that heeculd 
if he would, manage the affairs of the 
World well enough; but for .fogginefs 
could not: Thefe make him an impotent 
God, he cannot, cr at Jeaft not conftant- 
ly; he faints and tires; if he take not 
his nap, his eafe, his tumble upon ‘the 
bed , if he be ftill upon his work 4 and 
bufinefs; he muft get his Subftitute, a 
Deputy, and (rather than fail) the wortt 
of Ten thoufand; and thus al] things, for 
that time (and how long that time may 
be who can know ) may (if not muft) 
go again{t the rocks.for him. He hath 
no Previdence (I touch upon this in 
fhort , having fpoken larger in another 
place) and if noProvidence, no God 5 
and it-is a Miracle if the World, fhort- 
ly and fuddenly be not, nay, That the 
. World hath not long fince been jumbled 
and brought into his eld Chaos, a Tobs 
and Bohw, yea into a meer Barathrum, a 
Tophet, aGehenna: The Do@ors of De- 
monology, Predicate, Preach and Pub- 


lith, That the Devil is the God of this 
F 3 World, 
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World, the Prince of the Air, the Doe 
minus fac totum inthis lower Region; 
though moft profoundly, ‘idolattoufly, 
itreligioufly all this :' But why; how then; 
do they'not worfhip the Devil, The De- 
vil, Qea Devil? what have they to do 
with, or care for that fluggifh, foggy, 
and dectepit thing that is above? here 
18 a more neer, a more active, and more 
immediate Prince King, God, with 
whom they tranfact their bufinefs: 
. will mot Demonomany , or Devil-wor- 
fhip be the beft Religion, and moft ra- 
tional; the moft neceflary, and moft pro- 
vident, if the do@rine of Devils hold 
true?) | 


OMAP. XIX: 


It makes Men Devil-worfhippers , if full 


ft Will not abfolutely, pofitively, and 
& definitively fay it of Demonologers, 
That they worlhip the Devil directly 5 
_ but fome there be in the laft’ times, that 

will do Yo, Rev. 9.20. and will not be 
reclaimed , for all the judgments, that 
have been both upon _ameraliacs 


| 
| 
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and Chriftendom in . Let Demo- 
nologers look out, abroad, rounds but 
let them look home inward, and to them- 
felves too: I fear they may find thofe 
abominable Idolatoys nearer home, than . 
where they look for them. They are not 
fimple or grofs Idolators; fuch as worthip 
wood and ftone; nor Murtherers, nor 
Sorcerers; nor Witches (in the worft 
fenfe of the Holy Ghoft) nor Fernica- 
tors nor Thieves, though all thefe 
in their way, may be {faid' to worfhip the 
Devil:But a finer,purer,neater,{prucer fort 
of Chriftians, Proteftants or Papifts (An- 
gelicks as they would be thought) may 


take themfelves by the 'Nofe, and fay, 


we are the Men.» Is there any reafon, 
ground, motive or hint, to faften this to 
any but them? One Apoftle faith, Zn the 
latter times, fome will obftinately worfhip 
Devils, That will be the great villany in 
the latter age; The orher faith, They wil 
give heed to the dodtrine of Devils: Put 
both together and this is the refult, They 
that give heed to the dodtrine of Devils, 


are the great Apoftates and obftinate 


worthippers of the Devil, which is the ' 

worft and ‘moft abominable Idolatry of 

the latter’ times, or ever was in any time. 

Nor let think to evade, by faying, 
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That the worthippers of the Devils ip 
the Apocaliptift, are meerly Pagans, that 
worfhip the Devil carnally, vifibly, core 
poreally in an outward fhape, or body 
affumed. Anf.1. There is a prate in- 
deed, concerning fuch Idolatry; but that 
this is a meer prate, is evident from that 
I have proved and fhall prove again, 
2. The Devil cannot take any carnal or 
corporeal fhape, or. body. 3. Suppofe. 
this true, That the Devil could do this, 
Yea and that the Pagans in Extopia, do 
-worfhip him, as fo; carnally accoutred, 
this excufeth not our Demonologers, nor 
anfwvers the meaning of the Apocalipti- 
cal Divine, be {peaks of things and fins, . 
that will be frequent in, with, aad a- 
mong perfons, that live within the pale 
of the Church: What is it to purpofe, 
To talk by way of an accommodate in- 
terpretation, of Men that now and ever 
will bemeer Aliens, from the Common- 
wealth of Chrift? 4. As the Fornicators, 
Thieves, Sorcerers————~are all to be in- 
terpreted in a myftical , or mctaphyfical 
fenfe, fo no doubt are Devil-worfhippers 
too, not Perfons, that bow down their. 
bodies to the perfon or carnal repre- - 
{entation of the Devil, or any other way 
exprefs their reverence to him corpore- 
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ally; but that bow down their Souls, 
Hearts, and Intelled&ts, by receiving, en- 
tertaining , broaching, mentioning and 
improving Tenents, Dodtrines and Opi- 
nions to his Honour. a 
2. Nor will they efcape by faying, . 
That they do not worthip the Devil 5 
for (forfooth) they do not Invocate, 
Supplicate, or by Prayer make any ad- 
drefs to him. <Anf. This will not ex- 
cufe ; for firit Invocation, Prayer, Sup- 
plication, are but outward, or at leaft 
but fecondary atts for the Soul towards 
the thing adored: There is a former, 


primer, higher action, whereby the Soul 


apprehends, believes, and applies the great 
things of the adored; which is worfhip 
properly and in chief: And thus Men 
may adore and worthip, though they 
never Invocate , Pray or Supplicate. 


There be fome Deifts (1 but name the | 
Opinion and leave it to be difcourft of 


by others:) who never did, cared, or 


thought it fit toPray, they acknowledg- 
ed that God knew their defires, wants, 
neceffities, indigencies; that he was good, | 
gracious, powerful, juft, provident,—— 
beyond all that they could ask or think3 
That they themfelves, koew not what 


nor how to ask, as they {fhould or Ons 
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and therefore that they caft themfelves 
upon his goodnefs, for all things, and 
thought it needlefs to pray at all. So 
may it be with Demonomanilts, they may 
not Invocate, and yet may they be wor- 
fhippers of the Devil. 2. The prime 
adts of Worfhip, if not the very effence 
of it, are either, firft, a Recumbency, 
Faith, Hope of fome good, in, from, of 
upon fome promife, ‘P/al.141. 8. Or elfé, 
2. The fear, ,jealoufy, _or fufpicion of 
mifchief, that may be expe&ed from him; 
Deut.10.29. Luke12.5. Or 3. The e- 
{teem of his Power, Magnificence, Gran- 
deur or Auguiftnefs, Rev. 4. 11. 5. 12. 
Or 4. It may be Credulity, Faith, ot 
Confidence, that is given to his Word, 
as one that 18 Mat. 17. 5. 
2 Pet. 1. 17,18. Or 5. The receiving, 
attention, or obfervancy that is given to 
the DoGrines, Opinions , or Teachings 
concerning him, 19.17,—20. Mat. 
17.5. In any of thefe there is an Adora- 
tion or Worfhip: If then the Demonolo- 
gifts, though they deny as to themfelves — 
all Love, Faith, or Recumbency, ot 
Hopes yet fome of their Profelites by 
occafion of their Books and Do@rines do 
not fo, byt go to the White Witch, 
the Devils faftrument or under-Agent 
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for fome good; yet if they do but fear 
him (as by the high efteem they have 
of his Power,Policy, indefatigable Malice, 
and irrefiftible Omnipotency to do mif- 
chief, they muft) or if they cry up 
and predicate thefe his abilities, foas to 
make others fear, and tremble at him 
(and they that make them are like unto 
them) or if they attribute any excellen- 
cies to him, more than they can juttify 
to be due unto him, without Sacriledg, 
and Idolatry in refpect of Chrift; and 
God may, if Metssxuer, they give heed, 
attend, hearken unto, or uphold, man- 
tain, juftify, much more if they difperfe, 
promulgate, or improve the Dodrine of 
Devils to the Devils honour, thinkiog 
themfelves bound in Confcience fo to do, 
as indeed they dos they cannot come much 
fhort of being Devil-worthippers, or the 
vileft Apoftates of the worft times. - 
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CHAP. XX. 


Fuftice, and all Judicial proceedings, ob- 
firuded by this DoGrine. 


Need not fay the condition of Man- 
kind (if the doctrine of Devils be 
authentick ) muft needs be miferable, it 


is, it muft be unfpeakably, and irreme- 


diably miferable 5 the Devil may {wagger, 
domineer, and play Rex where and when, 
2pon, or with whom, and that as long, 
and as oft as he lifteth: He hath anOm- 
nipotent Power, or the Power of God 


at leaft, an everlafting Commiffion to be 


renewed everlaftingly, as oft as he plea- 
feth, Who fhould curb, check, or con- 


troul him? But I pafs this as to the ge- 


neral, and come to look upon fome {pe- 
cial particulars. And here, firft, I know 
not what to fay or think of the Judi- 
cial proceedings at Law; I fee not how 
they can be juttified as confcionable: The 
Grave, Reverend, Honourable Sages of 
the Law, are fworn (1 take it) to pro- 
ceed, Secundum allegata CG probata: This 
they are bound to, and this ’tis thought 
is an excellent courfe of Juftice: Yet may 
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it be fure, Summum jws, the moft rigor- 
ous and unjufteft cruelty imaginable : the 
Party accufed and {worn againft, might 
act but upon force, violence, and invin- 
cible neceflity, Should not this acquit him 
of all guilt ? per minas duces; or (at leaft) 
compulfion, though but by Man, is ufu- 
ally allowed as a good plea: But if a 
Perfon may be forced, compelled, and 
violently conftrained, or hurried, Volexs 
zolens, by the Devil, a more trrefiftibie, 
though invifible Power; (the Devil im- 
perceptibly may enter into a Man, and 
irrefiftibly move and force his Hands, 
Arms, Leggs and 
and to what he will, faith the do@rine 
of Devils, in the point of fofleffion ) 
Can he be condemned juftly ? Can, will, 
or dare thefe judicious and confcionable 
Pesfons pronounce fentence againft him? 
Nay, can they at any time condemn any 
Man, for any Crime, Villany, or Piacle 
whatever, Murther, inceft, Beftiality, 
Sodomy ,_ Regicidifm There 
muft be fufficient, fatisfying and convin-. 
cing evidence of the fad, as perpetrated 
by fuch a Perfon, ere they can pro- 
nounce him guilty; but this they never 
have, hall, cr can have, if the Devil 


can take on mens fhapes, forms, habits, 
coun- 
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countenances, tones, gates, ftatures, ages, 
complexions ( as he did Samuels, fa 
Demonologers, and a Thoufand inftan- 
ces more of the fame kind will they far- 
dle up to prove the thing ) and ad in 
the fhape aflumed; Who can with any 
affurance{wear, who with any confidence 
believe, or who with any confcience can 
condema? It might be the Devil in Mans 
fhape, and not the Man accufed; ’tis Ju- 
stice doubtlefs, that the guilty be punifh- 
ed, and the innocent acquitted 5 but here 
the innocent muft be condemned, and the 
guilty {cape without any punifhment: k 
this Juftice ? I hope the Demonologers 
who have fo long ftudied the Black Art, 
and are by this time well acquainted with 
the fubtileft intrigues, retreats, and lurk- 
ing-holes cf Satan, know when and 
‘where, and how he may be catched ; and 
will inform the Court how he may be 
arrefted, arraigned, and executed, for his 
Villanies. I hope they will not, in com- 
plyance with the Devil, everlaftingly 
fuffer the honeft Party , to be ftill con- 
demned , butcher’d and murthered , for 
the guilt meerly of that moft notorious 
Malignant. But till then indeed , 1 do 
‘wonder who will, who can, who dare 
be a Judge, a W itnefs, or of the ma 
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Is it poffible that either of them can a@ 
inFaith, or with a -fafe Confcience? He 
that juftifieth the wicked, or condemuneth 
the innocent, both thefe are abominable, 
Prov.17.15. And yet the Judge, the 
Jury, Inqueft and Witnefs, may do both 
thefe; and that by Rules of Jultice, and 
Command of Gods: Can this confift with 
the Truth, Goodnefs, Holinefs, Provi- 
dence, Wifdom, Juftice, Philanthropy 
of God? For my part donot fee, know 
or conceive, but that the Judge, Jury, 
and Inqueft, are all fo hemmed in, ftrait- 
ned and beleguered, with fuch a neceflity 
of finning, that they cannot poflibly get 
out (no not by Miracle) without fin, one 
way or other: The Judge is drawn into 
the guilt of cruelty and injuftice, as pro- 
nouncing a Sentence of condemnation 
unjuftly, agaiaft an innocent ( which his 
‘Soul abhors) and yet mu(t pronounce 
{uch a Sentence if he proceed according 
to evidence; and yet if he proceed not 
according to evidence, he fins of necef- 
fity the fin of perjury, fince he is {worn 
to proceed Secundum allegata, & probatas 
, The Witnefles that fwear, run into the 
» — guilt of Perjury too; as {wearing to a 


fallity , or at leaft to a thing againft a 


Perfon, that they could not certainly be 
af. 


‘ 
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aflured ‘twas true, or fo as they {wore: 
And yet if they do not witnefs and {wear 
as required, they run into the guilt of 
concealing Felony, Murther, and pof- 
fibly fome more abominable guilt; be. 
fides the injury done to Juftice, and the 
contempt of the Magiltrate, and the dan- 
ger of the publick. The Inqueft too is 
forced into the guilt of confpiracy, with 
both, as prefenting upon their Oathes, 
and Confciences, fuch a Perfon as guilty, 
(when innocent at leaft asto them) they 
could not by this dorine of Devils 
have fufficient teftimony of his guilt. And 
yet on the other fide, if they prefent not 
what is {wornto them by competent wit- 
nefles, being a crime, they are forfworn, 
fince when they were admitted, they 
fwore to prefent fuch things. Judges, 
Inqueft, Jury, Witnefles and all muft of 
neceffity fin one way or other 5 Auribys 
lupum, they are all me feems like the If- 
raelites in the Red-Seas the Sea before 
and the Zgyptians behind them; if they 
went forward they drowned themfelves, 
If ftood ftill, or went back, yielded 
themfelves to be Butchered; what courfe 
they fhould take I knew not, and as lit- 
tle know I, how the offices of Juftice 


fhould behave themfelves in this cafe: 
| Bee 
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Befides if a Villain taken in the very . 
act of Murther, fhould plead it was the 
violent compulfion, or irrefiftible force 
of an inhabiting Devil, though invifible to 
the {pectator that compelled him: I wonder 
how he canbe condemned, though taken 
as I faid, in the very acts; if the fup- 
pofition be allowed, the juftification can- 
not be gainfaid, St. Pax! was fo cdious 
to the Pharifees, That they would with 
all their heart, have plucked him in 
pieces, and torn him piece after piece, 
one joynt from another ; but when they 
acknowledged the Suppofition of his A- 
polcegy, they could not deny the con- 
clufion, wiz. his Innocency, he was to be 
freed, they found no faule in him. Ifa 
Spirit or an Angel bave {poken to him, 

we cannot fight againft Gods; and yet - 
what he had fpoken was as a Stab, a 
Dagger, a Poniard ftruck into. their 
hearts: Had he murthered a Thoufand 
Men, they would never have been {0 vi- 
olently fet againft him, as they were for 
the words he-had fpoken. Doubtlefs by 
the fame reafon, or peradventure more 
ita Devil, by the Permiffion, Ccommif- 
fion, or Command of God, or bis own 
natural and irrefiftible power, can com- 


pel-a perfon to Murther, yea fuppofe 
| G his 
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his Father, .and fuch a compulfion be 
pleaded 5 the Manis: free, and cannot be 
condemned juftly + The fin muft lie fome- 
where elfe, on God, or the Devil at 


Jeaft, Why fhould the Man fuffer? Ac. 


knowledg the Doctrine in the Suppofi- 
tion, andthe conclufion, wiz. The Apo- 
Jogifts innocence, though a Murtherer, 
yea a Parricide, cannot but. with abfur- 
dity be denied.’ Here the abominable Vil- 
lain may be excufed, above the moft in- 
teger innocents might be condemned; and 
yet which is a ftrange Riddle, an intri- 
cate Labyrinth,a monttrous contradiétion: 


The Witnefles are innccent, they depofe 


but what they faw; the Inqueft are in- 
~mocent, they prefent®but what was {worn 
to them 5 the Judge is innocent, he pro- 
ceeds but according to Proof, Law, Evi- 
dence, andOath. Doubrlefsit will need 
Sphinx to explain thofe Enigmatas for 
my part I cannot: If any Demonologer 
can, he may do well to doit, that 
the Judges, Jury, Inqueft, and Witnef- 
fes may appear and a@ at Aflizes witha 
fafe Confcience 5 for truely things {tand- 
ing as they do ( according to this do- 
cine of Devils ) I do not fee why thofe 
Judicial proceedings at Law fhould be 
continued. They are without doubt 1a 

| them- 


= 
/ | 


The Grand Apoftacy. 83 


themfelves the moft neceflary methods. 
( For the condition we are in, both for 
this Life, and the Life which is to come 
too, that Man, yea God himfelf could 
invent ) without the Law and the exe- 


cution of it, we fhould be but like Beafts- 


in the Forrefts here, and fare but like 
Devils in Hell hereafter. And yet upon 
this Hypothefis of the Do@rine of Devils, 
there is no room, no place, no need, no 


ufe, or benefit by them at all; they may 


do more harm than good, the Officers of 
the Law may (be they never fo con- 
{cionable or incorruptible) nay do but 
act villany by a Law; and yet is this 
villainy heightned, aggravated, and ag- 
grandized into a greater dimenfion of mif- 
chief; fn that it is done under the pre- 
tence of Law, under the countenance of 
Juftice, under the Authority of God. 


God, Juftice and Law, are all broughe — 


in as Acceflaries to the (neceflirated ) 
injuftice of the judicial proceedings. But 
nay, may, if it be thus, away with all 
Law, away with Afiizes, away with 
Judges, away with all Offices, Courts of 
Juftice, and proceedings according to the 
Laws: They are dangerous and mil- 
chievous things 5 not to be tolerated a- 
mong Chriftians, nay nor any fociety of 
G2 Men. 


wZ 
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Men. But I ftop, and fay, rather away 
with Witchcraftical] Dottors, away with 
the doGrine of Devils,’ for then Men may 
be able to believe their own eyes with 
confidence, may be believed by others 
upon their Oath, Law, Jultice, and ju- 
dicial proceedings may be of ufe, Judges 
and the ‘reft of the Officers may take their 
places as heretofore, and att every one 
of them in their own Spheres, with a 
fafe, quiet, and good Confcience: Other- 
wife they cannot act in Faith, and what- 
ever is not of Faith 1s Sin. 


CHAP. XXI. 


Common Society is in danger to be deftroy: 
ed by this Opinion. | 


Have fpoken of one mifchief that ne- 

ceffarily flows in upon mankind, by 
this Dodtrine, as exterminating all Juftice 
out of the Worlds 1 fhall {peak of ano- 
ther, a thing as meceffary as the formet 
( for which indeed the former was infti- 
tuted) that is hugely difturbed and in 
anger of extermination too by the fame 
Frinciple : It is that which we call Hu- 
maie fellowfhip, or Common Society 
| for 
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for what kind of fociety can Men pofli- 
bly have with any Men (this Doctrine 
fuppofed ) with thofe that they account 


their good Neighbours, kindeft compa-— 


nions, tovingeit Friends, neareft and 
deareft Relatives; How can they be af- 
fured that they are not all fo many in- 
carnate Devils? Howcan they confult or 
counfel them, how negotiate or traffick 
with them? Truft not in any Brother, 1s 
a needful ‘Caveat, he may be a’ Brother, 
but in or for iniquity; nay truft not in 


a Father neither, he may be but the Fa- 


ther of Lyes, a meer Devil, however he 
appear to thee. Nay, how can we fay 
God {peed, God fave, God blefs (which 
are but civil Complements of Chriftian 
Society ) or Good morrow, cr Good 
even to any one we think our Friend, 
our good and Chriftian Friend he may 


be burt Satan transformed into his fhape, 


and he that biddeth him good fpeed (or 


, in any refpecdt but feems to wifh him well) 


is a partaker of his evil deeds, ‘johw. 2. 
Io, rr. Nay, how can we meer toge- 
ther in Church-feilowfhip, how atiemble 


in the Temples for holy duties? ’Tis pol- 


fible (by this Dodtrine ) that we may 
meet with none there, but helJifh com- 


G 3 nions ? 


trades, infernal fiends, or devilifh compa- ~ 
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nions ? And I would not that ye fhould 
have fellowfhip with Devils, efpecially 
jn the Lords fervice. How dare we ven- 
ture to hear any Men Preach; the Preach- 
ers may be but the emiffaries of the Prince 
of darknefs, cunningly transforming them- 
felves to our fenfes, into Angels of light; 


villainoufly promoting the defigns of Hell 


upon our Souls, when we in our delufi- 
on, think they are preparing us for the 
joys of Heaven? How can Men delight, 
rejoyce, or comfort themfelves in their 
Wives, how hugg them in their armes, 
or entertain them in their bofoms, they 
may be but complemental Lamie, Empu- 


fas or Devils, at leaft may be Succube 


to fome luftful Daymons > How can they 
delight or comfort themfelves in their 
Children, theymay be but the misbegot- 


‘ten Baftards of fome infernal Incubi? 


What joy, what comfort, what content 
can Men, any Men have abroad or at 
home, in their friends or neereft relatives, 
yea in their publick and more folemn de-" 


votions, if this doctrine of Devils be true 
and authentick. 


CHAP. 
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y 

l- ‘ CHAP, 

e ‘It is a Whorifh Opinion. 

. | 

; Efides all this it is a Whorifh Opini- 
! on, an Opinion that will bolfter out, 


| protect and fecure all the whores, queans, 
baggages ,( and confequently too, their 
falacious f{tallions as all the varlets of the 
Country befides: This doétrine of Devils 
were a fuffictent apology for them all, 
thus; I never knew any Mans body for 
fuch carnal luft, I know not what it means, 
I defie all fuch filthinefS$; it was an In- 
cubws, that hath impregnated me unwit- 
tingly. What can be faid in anfwer, if 
fhe {wear this? This doétrine once ob- 
taining; nor Bedlam, nor Bridewel/, nor 
_ Whipping-poft could challenge any right 
to her. But who fhould mantain the 
brood, who pay for nurfing of the Ba- 
ftards>? This would be chargeable and 
the Parifhoners will never endure, that 
the charge be laid upon them, and there- 
fore though they did heretofore, yet will 
not now (if upon noother, yet upon this 
confideration) entertain this Doctrine any 


longer I hope. | 
ge G4 CAAP. 
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CHAP, XXIII. 

It a perjurows Opinion and deltrudive 
both in refped of Reafon, Senfe, and 
Traffickh, 


TD Ue which is worfe than this? It isa 
i J perjurous opinion , an opinion that 
in a {hort neceffitates Men to be perjared: 
Men may, Men mutt, Men cannot but be 
perjured when ere they {wear, they can- 
not {wear, no not toa matter of fad 
which they faw with their own eyes: 
They cannot {wear fuch a thing in truth, 
in juitice or in judgment. They {wear, 
they faw fuch a perfon commit fuch an act; 
and yet might not that perfon commit that 
-aé& which they fwear unto, though they 
think they faw it? They might be de- 
ceived, a hellifh Phantafm, a devilifh Ap- 
parition, a fubtile Deceptio vifws, ora 
per{tringing of the eyes might defude them, 
. There is nothing certain, nothing pofi- 
tively to be {worn without perjury; the 
Anabaptilts Tenent is molt Orthodox, 
fwear not at all, in any mattér, upon any 
occafion, nor in juftice, nor in truth, nor 
In judgment, though all thefe require it : 
| We 
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We can be at the beft but Scepticks, 
the beft of us: We cannot poflibly afcend 
higher than a Univerfal doubting of, and 


in every thing. | | 
In refped of Rea for. | 


_ For ( which may pafs for another Rea- 
fon) this DoGrine difturbs our Reafon,and 
obftupifies it ; it takes usoff from all ra- 
tiocination or Logical inferences; we think 
it rational to conclude, That heavy bo- 
dies will fink downward, but this Do- 
érine will tell us another tale. wiz. That 
an old Hagg , a withered and decrepit 
Witch that is as heavy as Lead, will {wim 
like Cork in the Water, or as a Bird fly 
in the Air, that moft foft, yielding, fluid 
and unrefifting Element. We according 
to our Reafon ufed to conclude, That: if 
any Man or Perfon be here at this time, 
in this definite place and circumfcribed, 
he is not, cannot be at another far di- 
{tant place at the fame inftant; yet will , 
this Dodrine impofe upon us, That he 
may, as [have fhewed. Our Reafon tells 
us, That no numerical accident can pafs 
from one ,fubject to another, or inhere in, 

two fubjects; and yet this Doétrine will 


tell us, That the fame grief or wound, 
that 
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that a Witch receiyeth in her aerial, af- 
fumed body, or vehicle, may be found 
and felt too (though theSoul be abfent) 
at the fame inftant, in her dead Carcafs 
left behind at home by the wall: And 
many more fuch. fine incredibles, will this 
Dottrine teach us, contrary to our Rea- 
fon. It was reported in the beginning of 
our late troubles, of a great and Arch- 
Covenanter, when prefling the Covenant 
noth zealoufly : He was urged with fome, 
arguments taken from Scripture and Rea- 
fon againft the Covenanting way, by a. 
Royalift; That he anfwered, we muft de- 
ny both Scripture and Reafon too now, 
and help Jefus Chrift at this pinch. I did 
not indeed hear this my felf, but it might 
be true, yea and his zeal might be fome- 
what excufable, fince ‘twas for Chrift. 
But I read I am fure in many, in moft 
Demonologifts, feveral things’ that are di- 
rectly oppofite and contrary, both to Rea- 
fon and Scripture, and thefe urged fierce- 
ly, as fundamental points of Religion, — 
and all for the fupport and maintainance 

of the Grandeur. of that Prince of dark- 
nefs, again{t the honour and intereft of 
Chrift: If any Man can bring. any thing 
of Reafon or Scripture in excufe of this, 
he may if he will, I would not if I 


could 
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could, indeed I’cannot nor any Man 
elfe. | 


In vefpedt of Senfe. 


_ And yet more, It is a fenfelefs Doétrine 
this. A Doétrine I mean, that takes a- 
way all the certainty or ‘benefit of our 
Senfes: We may think we fee fuch and 
fuch things, fuch and fuch perfons which 
yet we fee not; think we hear fuch and 
fuch founds, fuch and fuch difCourfes which 
yet we hear not: Think we tafte and eat 
fiuch and fuch viands, drink uch and fuch 
lufcious wines which yetwe do not; we 
may be hungry, and thirfty, and faint; 
for all our ingurgitating, pour and cram 
we in never fo much: We have eyes and 
fee not, ears but cannot hear or know we 
do fo——Seeing, hearing, tafting, {mel- 
ling, feeling, may all deceive us according 
to this doctrine of Devils; And is this Do- 
Ctrine to be entertained by Chriftians, yea _ 
or but by meer Men? When it even un- 
mans them, and impofeth fuch unmanly — 
things upon them, That they mult both — 
renounce their Senfes and their Reafon, 
or at leaft not believe them, which 1s as 
bad. Shortly, if the Devil can delude, one 


Senfé, he can another, yea all of oo | 


* 
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and if it be true, eff in intellefty 

nod non fuit privs in fenfuy our fenfes 
deceived, our intellect muft needs 
be deceived too ftill; And thus, there is 
nothing but deceit and cheat upon us, both 
within and without; And is this an opi- 
nion that muft be entertained by Men that 
pretend to Reafon, yea or fo much as to 


In refpe® of Traffick: | 


Befides, I do not know but that that 
which is fo much complained of now, and 
juftly, viz. The damp and obftruction 
that is upon Trade, and Negotiation, may 
arife from this conceit; for who being of 
the Demonologifts Opinion, unlefs he be 
defperate ( if he have not firft boughta | 
Wind from a Witch, the principal Factor 
‘under the Prince of the Air) will dare 
to venture to either of the Indies, pafs 
the Channel, or fo much ‘as venture him- 
felf in a found Boat, until he have gotten 
the favour and bleffing of all the Witches | 
in the vicinage, yea in the Hemifphereé. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


It # a Butcherly and Murtherous Opi- 


T is a Bloody, Barbarous, Cruel and. 
Murtherous Opinion, an Opinion that, 
Butchers up Men and Women without 
Fear or Witt, Senfe or Reafon, Care or 
Confcience, by droves; So many in So- 
merfet, {0 many in 
many in another County, Ten, Twenty, 
Thirty ata clap; Inquifitors boa{t of Hun- 
dreds, yea Thoufands, that they have 
butchered up in a fmall time, upon the 
account of Witchcraft. In the laft trou- 
bles we had informations (that went all 
the Kingdom over) from -Diurnals, and 
other more credible teftimonies; That our 
Northern Zealots of Scotland butchered 
up many Hundreds (Iam afhamed to write 
the exact number becanfe it is fo mon- 
{trous ) in a very fhort time more than 
there hadebeen of all other forts of Cri- | 
minals in Fifty years before, upon the 
conceit of this guilt; as many more in 
Jayl, who doubtlefS had run the fame fate, 


had not providence prevented it. But “ 
a 


— — 
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all thefe that were imprifoned, there was- 


but one that could be fufpected ( when 


‘impartial and unbiaffed perfons had the 


examination) and the ground of the fu- 


{fpicion againft him too, appeared at laft 
fo weak, frivolous, and contemptible, 


That though (to gratifie the humour of - 


the peevifh rabble) he was for a while de- 
tained in Prifon, yet was at laft too dif- 
charged as innocent. I could fpeak of 


and have hinted the like in another place, 


though not in fo great a number, and that 
to mine own knowledg; and indeed, if 
the Oaths of two bafe Varlets (that will 
fwear any thing to work their revenge J 
may be taken, where no reality of fat 
can appear; Who almoft that is old, de- 
crepit, ill-favoured, and friendlefs can be 
fecure ? How readily will they fwear? 
Imps and Puggs, fupernatural and infernal 


Teats or Biggs, Conjurations, Compacts, 


Devils in fuch and fuch fhapes ; How oft-. 


en have they {worn, Witches have turned. 
themfelves into Cats, and in that fhape — 


fighting with, and worfting the greateft 


Maftives ? Into Hares too, arid in that ~ 
fhape , outran the  fwifteft Grey-— 
hounds? How often have they fworn, 


That after their falling ‘out with fuch Per- 


fons, fuch and fuch mifchiefs have befallen | 
them, 


them, as the meer effects of thefe Perfons 
malice; when all the mifchiefs, were but 


natural, and fometimes antecedent, to all’ 
diftaftes between the parties. I havemy 
felf known fume, who {wore fuch and 


fuch a mifchief, fuch and fuch a difeafe 
betide them, prefently - the faying of 
fuch a Perfon ( well, I may meet, with 
you, I will be quits with you, better you 
had, or better you had not done this——- 
_with'a Curfe peradventure at the end ) 
which yet were antecedent to any fuch 


Curfe or threat upon them, being here-: 


ditary, or of a longer date thaa the curfe 
or threat. Some poflibly were. concom- 
mitant, and others fubfequent; But that 
among the multitude of hurtful accidents 
( which all the Men in the World are {till 
fubje@& unto ) fome one or other fhould 
fallout, in fuch a juncture of time, with- 
out any relation, or dependance upon the 
curfe, gr threat of the fuppofed Witch as 


the ciufe; he hath but a hallow, weak 


or narrow intellect that doth not appre- 
hend. In the matter of Theft, Murther, 
Burglary——_——there muft be fome real 


thing proved as a@tually done by fuch a 


Perfon; the accufed had power { it is fup- 
pofed ) to do the faé&, and the accufer 
might have certainty enough, J hat it was 


done. 


The Grand Apoftacy. 95 


96. The Dotfrine of Devils: Qr, 


done by fuch a Perfon; but here in this 
cafe of Witchcraft, there can be no fuch 


thing certain, it all goes upon groundless. 


and inconceivable fuppofitions , furmifes, 
conjectures, guefles, dreams, fancies; no 
certain aflurance of any real connexion 
of fuch an effe& with fuch a caufe: And 
fince, thismany times ferves, itis a won: 
der tome, That there be no greater 
herds, droves, flocks, {warmes-————of 
witchcraftical criminals at every Afize. 
But that the Reverend Judges, efpecially 
of Ezglazd, now are much wifer 5 (not 
only thanthe Proletorian rabble, but than 
they too, who profefS themfelves to be 
the great Philofophers, and well {tudied 
in the Magick art) and give {mall or no 
encouragement to: fuch accufations; and 
yet with the many, if one fuch crofs ae- 
cideat happento be fynchronical, or but 
~fubfequent to fuch a Curfe or Threat. 
Qh! °*tis a. pregnant proof; a certain evi- 
dence, That fuch a Witch was the caufe; 
and yet a Hundred fuch Curfes have been 
vented by the fame Perfons and no mif- 
chief followed, but they were not taken 
notice of, but this only that was attend- 
€d by fome mifchief following: Bat to 
end this, a wife Man fells us, That a 
-Caufelefs Curfe flies in vain 3 and if after 

of 
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er upon the venting fuch a Curfe a mifchief 
happen, muft thac mifchief neceflarily bé 
the effect of that Curfee if *twere caufe- 
lefs, *twould bring no mifchief: If a mif- 
chief be brought, it was deferv'd, and 
then ‘twere fitter fure to look to the hand 
of Providence for the caufe, than to the 
Tongue of afpightful Neighbour : Many 
Trophies and Grarulary Anathema’s you 
may fee hanged up in Neptuxze’s Femple by 
Men preferv’d from Shipwrack through his 
Providence; why Sacrifice you not to 
him ¢ faid one: } Sacrifice nor tohim, faid 
the other ; becaufe there are Thoufands 
more, tharhave fuffered Shipwrack,; who 
have Sacrificed to Neptune , than {cap’s.. 
One mifchief or other among the Myriad of 
various Accidents, that we are fubje@ td, 
may feem fomwhat Syncronical to fuch a 
Curfe; butthere have been a Thoufand 
fuch Curfes, when no mifchief followed, 
and how then can the mifchief be- impu 
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CHAP, XXV. 


Other confiderable points of Chriftianity up. 
dermined by it. | 


Nd yet ic is much more unfit tobe 
entertained by Chriftians, that pre- 
‘tend much Honour to, and expect much, 
‘nay all their comfort from Chrift. For if 
the Devil can delude our fights, foolifie ou 
fenfes, or take any mans fhape upon hin, 
-how are, how can we be fure that Chrift’s 
Refurrection was a real Truth: He appea- 
red after his Refurrection often (as tis {aid 
indeed ) But might not all be amere De- 
lufion, Apparition, Satanical-cheat, or 
‘Phantafme without Realities, not Chrift’ 
very perfon in Fruth? for all Thomas his 
feeling and handling of him, it might be 
another body, one of the Thieves perad- 
venture , thatthe Devil had takenup; ot 
it might be Chrift’s body indeed, but aéted, 
agitated, poftured by the Devil; Chrift’s 
body, ‘but without Chrift’s Soul, nay 
might not his Birth alfo be qneftioned ; 
whether twere from Heaven or from Hell? 
Might not he be fome Incubus-Baftard, 

for all the fair Tale that is told of his Mr 
race, 
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raculous Generation? the voice from 
Heaven ( This is my beloved Son) might 
itnot be a Delufion too ? and the turning 
Water into Wine a mere Juggle _-asliefe 
are horrid, fearful, and defperate fcrupless 
yet may they come athwart fome mens 
Souls upon the fuppofition of this good, and 
godly Doétrine of Devils 5 befides, what 
fhall we Proteftants be able to fay, to, or 
againft that monftrous Opinion of ‘the 
Papifts; The grofle and carnal prefence 
of Chrift’scorporeal Body, corporeally in 
the Eucharift, the ubiquity of his ‘Man 
hood,or Tranfubftantiation, and the confe= 
quents of thefe? And again if 2 Devil can 
contract a Witch inrothe diminutive Di- 
menfions of a Rat, Catt, Hare, Flea -or 
loufe he can doubtlefs too fominify her;that 
fhe thall be able to enter into any Chamber, 
Clofer, or fecret place, be the doors ‘never 
fo well thur, as faft ‘or clofe, as art can 
make them; which was one of ‘Chrift’s 
Miracles: and I fee not neither but: that 
Chrift may indeed fo mihorate his Body, 
that he may be eafily comprehended -with- 
in the narrow compafs of a Wafer.cake: 
and if aman by the help of the Devil'éan 
be in diverfe-and far diftant places atione 
time, It is no wonder, oy ching, or 
miracle at alJ, that = Body: be ia 

2 


\ 


Ten J 


5 

[ | 
| 


' 
7 
4 


The Dotbrine of Devils: Or, 
Tenthoufand different or diftant places, 
at one and the. felf-fame inftant ( Ten 


thoufand fure as well as ten or two) unlefs 
the power of Chriftbe lefs than the Dee 


vils, . 


HA P. XXVI. 


It is 4,Blalphemous. and abominably Idole 
trons, yea an Athetstical Dotirine. 


r 


muth, horrid: Sacriledge, Blafphemy and 
Kolatroufnefs in any Opinion or Pradtiley 
that-ever was in vogue amongft men. It 
{teals from Chrift-the honour of his God- 
head, aad of his Miracles he. wroughtto 


prove-himfelf the Son of God. fromthe 


Father, the glory-of his incommunicable 
Attributes ; andfrom the Spirit the ‘credit 
of chefe {pecialh Operations for which we 
Adore him. And is not this Sacriledge, Sa 
criledge inthe higheft fromthe higheft, 


and ftom the Holief tooe For Blafphemy, 


tt-intimates, that’. Chrift had not. wit 
enough, to nor powel 
cnoughto. do a. Work for proof of thats 


‘ 
i 


[* add but this,-It is a Sacrilegious, 
-Blafphemous,,; and moft. abominably 
Idolatrous Doctrime: never more, never fo 


which he efpecially intended to prove, wiz. 
His eternal Power and Godhead. The 
Devil can do as much as he did, as God 
doth or did by his dtretched- out. Aim 
uponPharoahs yeaorthe blefled Spirit can 
do, even in his moft Spiricual and Heaven- 
ly way,as Thave fhewed. And for Ido- 
latry,icceachethnot peradventure the Wor- 
fhip of Saints and Angels; nor of Sun, 
Moon, Stars,or Hoft of Heaven, nor of 
Stocks and Stones, norof Leeksand Oni- 
ons, nor of Crocodiles and Serpents, nor 
of Crepitus ventris, & Dee cloacine------ 
(which were the loweft Begenerancics of 
the moft beforred Heathens. ) But of tome- 
thing worfe lower and bafer; It ceacheth 
the Worth pof the very Devil himfelf in 
‘his urmoft Devilfhip, as he is a moft mali- 
cious, envious,and villainous Devil : when 
Men atcribute thefe works, that power, and 
thefe excellenciés co the Devil, which he 
deferves not; but are proper to God, is 
notthis Worfhip ¢ in chee: moft devout 
Worthip of God, what is ic that they do, 
or can do more, than heartily, zealoufly, 
and religioufly afcribe thefe great, flupends 
and wonderful things to himy? and are not 
_ then the great Phylofophers, Doctors, Pro- 
feflors, thac write. and ftickle fo much to 
uphold the’ DoGrine' of Devils, are they 


~ 
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noc I fay, the the 
the ,Ae0 ? This may be taken by way of 
queftion, but this me feems, I may affirm 
pofitively, that of all the ftrange, wild, 
mad Heterodoxes, that were ever invented, 
broach’t, or fuggefted by the Conclave of 
that infernal Affociation, none ever was, is, 
orcan be more Abominable. All! other 
defperate Herefies, what ever, how ever 
defperate in themfelves, had yer fome 
pretence, fucus or gloffe upon them, to 
make them look feemly: as either God’s 
olory, the comfort of the Church or the 
benefitof Mankind. But this hath 


of thefe, no pretence of either of thefe, 


nothing good in it atall, nothing that is 
good, commendable or tolerable: It is mere 
Devil, rank and entire Devil, generally 
Univerfally, Catholickly, and throughout 
from Top to Bottom, from Head to Foot, 
Root and Branch ; and all the refule (if not 
the defign of it ) is, tobring inthe Demo- 
nomany,and to exalt the Grandure Mag-. 
nificence, auguitnefs and Kingdom of that 
Prince of Darknefs: Ineed add no more, 
this is enough if we be Chriftians, if 
Deifts, nay if but rational Men: I might 
have added it asa Rebellious Doérine3 
fome Exorcifts apon the account of it, 
f as Ihave thewn } inftigate to Rebellion 
we 
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we conquer Devils, can flefh and blood 
ftand out ¢ follow us,--- 
Ic may be thought, ihave been too vio- 
lent and bitter againft this Opinion: 4n/w, 
Ir is che caufe of God: all the three perfons 
are immediatly concern’d in it: their ho- 
nour, and God-head ly at ftake :the com- 
fort of the Church, the prefervation of 
Mens lives, and the Salvation of more 
Souls depend upon the truth oppofed to it: 
and fhould Ibe mild, fhould I gently ftroke 
or claw fuch a defperare Opinion, that 
{trikes at all, and would if poffibly ftabb 
both God and Manto the Heart, Imighe 
juftly feara fharper reproof, than that to 
Ely. His faule was but a connivance in 
re{pe@ of his Sons ; he preferred them be- 
fore God , and fhould I prefer the Devil's 
honour, before God’s glory, the Churches 


good, and the fafety of Mens lives and 
— goods and Souls too ¢ 


| 
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Ex. 22.18. Confidered, aud the Objection 
taken thence an{wered. 


| He objeétions againft the opinion that 
Idefend, and for the maintenance 
of the Doctrine of Devils are, as the Spani- 
ards ufed to fay of the Portugals, few and 
poor, {carce confiderable indeed , but that 
by vulgar Error they are generally received 
as Demonttrations. I thall touch therefore 
now bur one (the reft as many as I could 
meet with, yeaandthistoo) Ihave anfwe- 
red fufficiently, and at large in another 
place. Itis this. The Scripture intimates, 
that there are Witches, and it allots 
death, astheir punifhment. Exo. 22.18. 
Ergo, There are afort of perfons, that ac 
ftrange and ftupend things, through a pow- 
er derived to them from the Devil 5 or, 
the Devil can impower fuch perfons witha 
kind of Omniporency. Truly this 
follows notar all, nor any thing likeic: but 
that Witches there are, is without queftion; 
and more thana good many, what ever is 
meant. by them: what is the Seripture- 
Watch, and whatis that Witch, the vulgar 
couns 
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counteth a Witch, thatis the queftion : 
as for the word ( Witch) which the Scrip- 
ture ofren ufeth, Fofephus (a creat Rabbi, 
alearned Doctor, and an Eminent perfun 
among the Fews, and therefore knew 
doubrlefs the meaning of his own Conntry 
Language, his Mother Tongue, : and the 
termsof the facred Text, as well as any 
Man elfe can be fuppofed ) Tranflates ic 
Poyfoner, and very rightly according to 
thenatural genuine and proper fignificati- 
on of the words the word ( Cafaph) in 
the firft prime and original fenfe, fignify- 
ing one that hideth, covereth, or difguifech 
one thing with another: fo do Poyfoners 
cover a delitorious Dofe with fome delici- 
ous fweer feems ro be either from 
Litera fimilitudinis nota Medi- 
cwt( 1) Quali, ficut, velut medicus: and 
what more confonant to this Etymon, than a 
Poyfoner, Pluilterer, Jugler, Cheater, or 
Deceiver ; one that mixeth, compoundeth, 
bindeth chings together as 2 Phyfician ; 
though he do it to a good end, they toa 
mifchievous : the Sugar muft cover the 
Poyfon: fo. the cunning-fabtile- feeming- 
good words, trickes, feates, glofles----muft 
hide the villainy intended by fuch Varletss 
or elfe the word is from. 893 FR Mutans, 


alterans,adulterans fackem, apparentiam, {pe- 
ciem 
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ctem vel externamrei formam, one that al- 
ters, covers, changeth or difguifeth, the , 
face, form or outward appearance of things; | 
and may not this be very well rendred . 
Jugler, Philterer, Deceiver, Poyfner--- 
better than Witch (1)One in compact 
with the Devil? for whatdofuch Varlets 
elfe, but alter, change, cover, hide and 
difguife the out-ward face of things, and 
their villainous intentions with fair fucus, 
fhewes and glofles, That tke Villany they 
intend to aé may not appear or be difcove- 
red? Poyfoners thenare of two forts or 
kinds, Spiritual and Carnal: the one in ref- 
pect of the Soul, the other of the Body: 
the Carnal, the Scripture {peaketh little 

_ or nothing of; nor fhall I as being nothing 
to the bufinefs in hand. The Spiricual Poyfo- 
ner may again be two-fold, Moral and In- 
tellectual, in refpeé of life and converfati- 
on; That, this, in refpect of Doétrine or 
Opinion: he that inveiglech any perfon to 
any Jewd, debauch’e, lafcivious or wick- 
ed A& or Converfation, by promifes, per- 
iwafions or any other means, wayes or 
tricks, is a Spiritual Poyfoner Morally3 
fuch are Bawds, Setters, Panders, and cor- 
rupters: and of fuch the civil Law inter- 
prets, Magus: and of fuch (if the cohe-. 
tence will prove any thing, as no won 
wi 
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will much ) is the word Witch to be un- 
derftood, Exo. 22. 18. Thow fhale not 
fuffer a Witch to live. (1) A Bawd,a 
Pander, a moral Poyfoner,or an enticer to 
fuch wickednefs, as is there fpoken of be- 
fore and after chat verfe, and fo may the 
word fitly be interpreted, Ns. 3. 4. 
Mal, 3.5. ina f{piritual fenfe, Spiritual or 
Moral Bawds, or Enticers to Idolatry. 
2. A Poyfoner intellectually, or in refpe& of 
Doétrine is one that feduceth, enticeth, 
enveigleth Men into Idolatrous or Supers 
ftitious Worthip, Doctrine or Opinion, 
thefe the Scripture calleth Witches, or Ca- 
fhaphim too, Dest, 18.11. 2 King. 9. 22, 
21,6, 9. 2 Chro. 33. 6, 9. and not only 
when by promifes, perfwafions, fubtile con- 
trivances, or fallacious Arguments, they 
feduce them from the Truth into Errors, 
bur alfo when they ufe any cunning Feats, — 
Tricks, Arts, Juggles, Power or Force, to. 
draw or continue Men in wicked practifes 
or Opinions, thefe in Scripture are called 
Cafbaphim, as Ef. 47. 12, 13. Fere 
Ex. 7.11. Itis true, that the Magicians of 
Egypt were great Naturalifts, and thence 
might very well be called sfagi, or wife 
Men, but as they abufed their knowledge im 
things natural, by pretending (if at leaft 
they did fo pretend) that they acted by 
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a Supernatural affiftance, and fo could 
equalize Afofes ( though they did but Fug- 
ole and play the Knaves in the dark) their 
end and aime too being but co continue 
Pharaoh in his Idolatry, oppreffing humour, 
and Tyranny, they were but Spiritual 
Poyfoners, Impofters, Juglers, coufening 
Knaves or Cafhaphim ; and do not they 
that Cheat, Deceive, Poyfon Men in re- 
{pec of their Souls, deferve the name and 
punifhment of Poyfoners, Juglers, Chea- 
ters, Impofters ---as well as they, who only 
do mifchief to Mens Bodies ¢ Are they 
not Cafhaphim Poyfoners, Impofters, Jug: 
Jers--properly? can there be any fitter cerm 
giventhem ¢ By one of thefe fenfes, may 
the word Cafhaph, or Witch (if Men will 
needs ftick tothat word) wherever ufed in 
Scripture , be fairly interpreted: but it is 
no where all the Scripture over fo much as 
once intimated, or hinted, That the Witch 
or Calhaph, dy any compact with, or power 
derived from the Devil, ever wrought any 
kind of feat, carnal or corporeal thing (to 
fay no more here ) whatever, neither doth 
there any word, term,notion, circumyolu- 
tion, paraphrafe, fenfe, or coherence with 
the Text, any where yield any {uch thing. 
Strange this, if the Scripture intended any 
fuch perfon as was in compact with the _ 
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vil, and as ftrange, that fach a word fhould 
ftill be ufed, that fignifieth nothing, buta 
Poyfoner, Jugler, Cheater, Coufener, Im- 
oie, or mixer of fome good ( or feeming- 
ly good) things with bad, that the bad 
might flip down the glibber, being fugared 
over with the good in a fpiritual fenfe. 
The Holy Ghoft in the old Teftament of- 
ten mentions, fuch Cheating, Coufening 
and knavith impoftors, in refpect of fpiritu- 
als (as [have fhewed elfewhere ) under 
the term Cafhaph, which the Holy Pen- 
men of the New Teftament render ( as 
Fofeybus did that in the old, yea andthe 
Septuagint too or Poy 
foner, Cheater, Impoftor--one that mingles 
or covers his Poyfonous Dofes, with fome 
delicious {weets, Rev. 18. 23.21,8. 22, 156 
neither ufe they any other word for fuch a 
Varlet, except it be cr 3%", which 
they one way or other interpret to bea 
Cheater, Poyfoner, or Impofter, as I have 
faid, AB. 8, 9. 135 6.--16. 2 Tim. 3. 13. 
to which may be referred Gal. 5. 20. Ido- 
latry. and. Witchcraft, Witchcraft as the 
knavith trick of feducing, and enticing to 
Idolatry. edeuanzs or in the New- 
Teftament never ufed, but in relation to 
Idolaters, or Idolatry, nor Ca/haph in the 
old... And indeed. why, Cafhaph thould be 
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rendred Witch ( though I care not for 
terms, fo the meaning be right ) and inter- 
preted one that works by a power derived 
from the Devil by compact, I cannot pof- 
fibly divine, unlefs icbe becaufe this word 
is often joyned with Shoel, 04, whichis 
ufually tranflatced a Confulter, or dealer 
with familiar Spirits;whereas too that word 
fignifies no fuch thing, but a Seeker or an 
Enquirer at Oracles, Heathen Oracles, ex- 
pecting anfwers from them, as elfewhere 
I have thewed : and indeed if Confulter or 
dealer with familiar Spirits were the right 
fenfe of Shoe, 06,1 wonder why that 
word was not produc’t for proof of Com- 
pact with the Devil, rather than Cafhaph, 
that word, peradventure at firft fight, 

according to the common Tranflations, 4 
‘Man mighe think ic likelier to find the name 
and nature of a Witch, than in the other, 
taough indeed in neither according to the 
vulgar conceit of a Witch: but fhortly, as 
foon may the witchcraftical Doctors prove, 
that becaufe Men did fuppofe a Pegafus ot 
winged-Horfe in the Heavens, there are 
fuch ftrange Animals with us here below 
tooupon the Earth; asthat, becaufe there 
are Witches talk’c of in Scripture , 
therefore there are and were undoubtedly 
certain Jen and Women, called wee 
chat 
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that by a power derived to them from the 
Devil,upon Compact can do ftrange things 
among us now, our Witches ( according to 
the general fuppofition ) differing from the 
Scripture- Witches, as much as our Horfes 
do from that imaginary Horfe in the Hea- 
vens. Our Witches are fuppofed to do 
ftrange things above the courfe of nature ; 
the Scripture- Witch can never be prov’d to 
have ever done any fuch thing. 2. Ours do 
by a fupernatural power: ( as ’tis faid ) The 
others did all by natural means what ever 
theydid, 3. Ours are faid to have power 
fiom the Devil by Compact, whereas no 
Compact with the Devil, nor power from 
him,can be prov’d of the Scripture- Witch. 
4. The Scripture- Witch did what he did in 
publick, feared not the light at leaft, 2 Kin. 
9.22521, 6 where, what ours do, is {carce 
intelligible, as being done in fecret, and in 
the dark ftill. 5- The Scripture-Witch 
might eafily be difcovered and known , 
Deut. 18.14. whereas no fufficient tokens, 
marks, diagnofticks have been yet produc’, 
nor ever will ( I’m confident ) by which 
ours may be known, and difcovered for 
fuch, nor will it ever be prov’d,thac there 
are, were, or can be fuch as the vulgar 
dream of, except by the defperate perju- 


ties of malicigus Villains,or the contefiione 
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of miferable, befotted, and irrational od | 
wretches, or peevifh dreams of melancho. 
Jick Hypocondriacks; which are no wa & . 
fufficient to convince any Man, though § 
but of ordinary and common underftand- 
ing. Shortly there is nothing inthe word 
or notion (Mecafhapha) Exo. 22.18. nothing 
inany other Text, nothing in any antece- 
cent confequent or coherence,that any Text 
throughout the Book, nothing in any fear, 
or work attributed to the Cafbaphimin 
Scripture, chac intimates or hinteth Devi, 
or compact with a Devil, or that needed 
the Devils affiftance for the effecting of 
ite This word therefore, or any conjugate 
thereof cannot, I think, fignifie in any fo- 
ber Mans judgment, a perfon in compad 
withthe Devil: for, as for the feats that 
were done, if any fuch feats were indeed 
done by thofe Juglers ofE¢¥pt,in oppofition 
to or Emulation of Ado/fes, they are three or 
four times (that is all chetimes, that any 
thing is faid to be done there ) attributed to 
the Hartummim ftill,not to the Cafbaphim at 
all: whereas Ex. 22.18. f{peaketh only of 
the Cafhaphim, not at allof the Hartummim, 
yet thefe too, did but Juggle as I have 
fhewed fully inanother place. 
But whether they were the Harsummim 
or Calhaphim,all is one,they wigre but masse? 
both 
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both one and all: and all but Jugel’s, what- 
ever they did, as I have fhewn in another 
place. And as for thefe Hartummims ; 
Learned-Men think them to be One Spe- 
cies, Kind, or Order of the: or of 
Wite-men ; as the or Magicians, 
Another. And for the Word, they think 
it a Stranger to the Hebrew: but others 
conceive it a Free - Denizon of that Lan- 
guage, and derive it from WN, Foramen, 
aHole, as ON, Obturare, occultare, claw- 
deve, &c. But ic may, peradventure, 
derive its Original from perfect: ; 
excellentes, or exacti, and Sculpere, 
formare, efigtare, &c. And fothe Word 
fignify’s the Afaffers, Chiefs, or Principal 
Hierozlyphers. Thee gyptians had their Sa- 
cred Pictures, Reprefentatives orEidyllions, 
under w": they conceal’d their moreMyfte- 
rious Knowledge or Doétrins both of their 
Divinity, and Philofephical Conceits, The 
Makers, Carvers, or Gravers of thofe, 
were in high Efteem among that People, 
for their Skillin, and Employment about, 
their Sacred Things. Thefe, we may well 
thitik, among che reft of his Wile - men, 
were, by Pharaoh, called to be confulted, 
and to contend with Me/es aboutMiraculous 


Feats, Now, ’tis poffible, yea, very pro- 


bable, thar chefe Men, having the Art or 
Knaek* 
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Knack of making, graving, or carving 
the Pidtares of Men, Beafts, Serpents, 
Reptils, ec. had the Feat alfo of colour. 


tng, painting, and fucuffing of themalfo:. 


and fo, might eafily (efpecially in the 
Dark, or by their Fugling Feats, as the 
intimates) make a Rod look likea 
Serpent: Water (if any true and real 
Water at that time, might be gotten 
Mofes before, having, asthe Text expref- 
fly faith, turned all their Water into 
Blood) feem to be, or look like Blood: 
or, make a Piece of Wood, in Shape and 
Motion refembie a’ Frog, yea a Toad. | 
have my felf feen one to Artificially com 
triv’d and order’d for Form and Motion, 
that at Arlt fight, it might eafily be mifta- 
kenfor fuch-a-Reptil. But, when ic came 
co {maller or lefler Things and Corpufcles, 
2s Flies and Lice (the Painting, Colour- 
ing, or effigjaring the like, they were not 
formerly acquainted with}; and to things 
of another Nature (and a creater num- 
ber of them alfo expected ): Their Weak- 
nefs, and Knavery, or (a5 the Apoftle 
fyles their Jugel’s) their Foolery was 


manreft to all Men. The Fartummim, I 


fay, might be fome Knavifh Painterss 


who fad the feat, dexterity, or knack of 
Golouring and Cafting a feemly Glafs up- 
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yon things. And, becaufe that the Prieft- 
ly Order might be ¢ Secretioribus unto Pha- 
roah, the Mecafbaphim might be the 
Counfellors for State-Matters: but (fure) 
Subtil and Politick Oratours , who wich 
fallacious Arguments; cunning Preten- 
ces, and plaufible Rethorick, could fo dif- 
guife Truth, and flourifh up Knavery and 
Falfhood; thae Falfhood fhould feem 
Truth, and Truth but Falfhood. And fo 
are juftly called Meeafhaphims, Colourers, 
Changers, or Perverters of the Faces of 
Things; as the Others, juftly Hartum- 
mims, ftom their Painting, forging, Co- 
louring, or fucuffing of Things. Buc both; 
meer Jugglers, though in feveral Waiess 
the One inand by Words; the Other by, 
and upon Things. 
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Some Motives for the drawing off of 
Men from this Dottrine, prope- 


| Shall add a few Particulars more for 
the preventing the growth of, and § 
longer adhefion to this grofs, blafphemous, 
and Abominable Doégtrine. 1. Thenl § 
would perfwade Men, that they would be § 
indeed, and in truth, what they profefs to : 
be; Deists, and not Demonomanists, Wot- | 
fhipers of Godand Christ, not Adorers of & 
the Devil. All Idolatry is Abominable, | 
bucthis moft, as being not only Simple Ido- : 
Jatry, or meer down-right Athei/m inthe 
Pofitive ; but Idolatry and Athei/m too, in 
the Superlative : For, if chey were *ade that 
worfhip’d the Heathen-Gods, Men 
Famious in their Generation for the Inven: 
tion of many ufefull things, buc deify’d by 
the Pagan Superftition, Eph. 2.12. They: 
then that Worfhip the Devil are ’Ads7a70 
the moft Tranfcendently Atheiffical, 2s 
Worlhipping the worft of things that can be 
imagined. The afcribing of great Works; 
Titles, Honours, Excellencies, gc. 

-Perfon 


CHAP. XXVIII. 
is 
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Perfon, is Worfhipping, Rev. 4. 18. But 
if it be more than the Perfon or Thing de- 
ferves, it is Idolatrous ; and may,nay. doth, 
come within the Compafs of the Highelt 
Athei{m, if done to the Devil. Adore, 
Magnify, Exalt, God; the Works, Power, 
Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Providence of 
God: This will keep you, fafe from being 
infected with the Leaven of this Doétrine 5 
Thus .fhall you preferve your Selves, De- 
ifts,and Chriftians, and only thus. Adore 
Chrift fe{uws, as the only Potentate, the 
Power that only doth great Wonders: If 
you Adore Him not thus, you make Him 
but an Idol, or a Trifle; We have no 
Ground, Reafon, Motive, or Command, 
to Worfhip, or Believe in Him, but as He 
isthe Great Oapyarepyos of the World. Ff 
I do not the “bs my Father, believe me 
not; but if Ido, believe me for the very 
Works fake, John 10, 37. Uponthe Ac- 
count of His Power and Miracles we may, 
and mutt beli¢ve in Him, and we may fafe- 
lyenough; if His Works and Miracles de- 
ferve it not, (as being not Unparalle- 
lable ) dif-believe Him: And fure, Men do 
noc, will nor, cannot believe in Him, 
-Cwhat-ever they pretend, and prate ) I fay 
cannot believe inHim ; if they believe the 
Dodtrine, or Omniporency of Devills, 
| | ] 3 the 
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the Beliefe of this takes off utcerly the Be. 
liefe of that: If Men believe, that the De. 
vil can and doth, as Great, or Greater 
Works than chriff, they cannot believe in 
Christ. No mancan ferve two Matters, 
is the faying of a very wife Judicious and 
Critical Perfon, (as I efteem him ): and 
truly I believe, that it is fimply impoffible 
for a Perfon, to believe, truft, rely, and 
to have full Confidence, Dependence, and 
Recumbency upon any Power, as Super- 
excellent , and Unparallelable for Com- 
fort, Health, Security, and Salvation , and 
yet atthe fame time to believe, chat there 
is another Namen, equal, if not Super- 
paramount to the former, for Power, Sub- 
tilty, aud indefatigablenefs to do Mifchief, 
ahd Villany. Me-feems, indeed, rhat be- 
fides the Blafohemy, Sacriledge, Athei[m 
of the Demonomanists , there is 2 Contra 
diction and Nonfenfe too, in their Opi- 
2. perfwade Men to confider, 
how by thisDoétrine they are drawn not to 
fin fingly, but are forc’t as it were to pile, 
heap, load up one fin upon another, anew, 
or another, toa former Villany. And. 
fhould they be fuch Davids as to-add fin 
unto fin? thirft unto Drunkennefs? One 
Mil. flome trang’d about the neck, is heav 
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The Grand Apoftacy. 119 
enough to drown any Mans but tivo or 
three, or more wil! fin him into the borc- 
tome of any unfathomable Abyfle: There 
are without doubt degrees of Sin here, and 
willbe of Torments in that infernal To- 
phet ( a greater Damnation and utter dark- 
nefs, Rewards double, the dreges of 
the Cup we read of) according to the Di- 
menfions and Aggravations of the Sins, 
fhall che Torments be aggrandiz?d: add 
mot therefore Murther to Atheilim, and 
Idolatry : though thefe two cry loud enough 
for vengeance ; yet hath Afuither a Stento-~ 
rean voice, and willreach farther. Blood- 
guiltinefs, the guilt of innocent blood hath 
afhril voice, that will pafs up unto, and 
throngh the brazen gates of the higheft 
Heaven. Thy Brother's Bigod cryeth unto Me 
from the Ground, efpecially if ated by 
a Law, under the pretence of Jultice. We 
have 4 Law, and by ozy Law he ought te 
Dye, when they would condemn the inno- 
cent, cry’d the Fews, burdid this excufe¢ 
wile chou have any thing to do with the 
Stool, Sear, Cl:air, or Tribunal of wi ked- 
nefs, that imagineth mifchief by a Law? 
they gather themfelves together againft the 
Soul of the Righteous, and condemn the 
innocentblood. Butthe Lord fhall bring 
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them off in their wickednefss yea the 
Lord our God fhall cut them off, Pfal. 
94. Bring uponthem their Ini- 
quity —— cut them off in their own wick- 
édnefs --yea the Lord our God, (God will 
take the matter into his own hands, and 
fhall cut them off). It is aterrible Threat, 
and deferves ferious confideration, Jt iss 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. A Manthat marrieth his Mo- 
ther, and fo thinks to juftifie his Inceft, is 
much more criminal, than he had been 
meerly by his fingle Villany in lying with 
her, fay Cafwifts: Becaufe he pretends 
Divine approbation for his abominable Vil 
lany: and doubrlefs, Law, Religion, and 
Juftice drawn in, to countenance a Mu:- 
ther, do but aggravate: all thefe, yea, and 
God himfelf the Author of all thefe, be- 
ing thus brought in as Acceflary, yea, and 
thefe being the publick a&s of a Nationor 
Kingdom, the whole Kingdom or Nationis 
involved in the guile of the Villany: and 
_ this feems unpreventible where this Do- 
&trine is entertained ; they muft needs thiok 
they do God good fervice when they Mur- 
therthe Innocent. 
3- Follow not a multitude, though, in 
long Traé of time, they have beaten ont 
a broad plain eafie path beforethee: King- 
me coms, and People, and Nations, as well zs 
fingle 
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fingle perfons may be under great miltakes, 
and groffe Errors for many years. So was 
the Church in refpect of Atilleni{me, Ar- 
riani{me, Pelagtanijme, Pope’s Supremacy, 
Communion under one kind, Tranfubftan- 
tiation — 

So alfo in this particular, concerning this 
Doétrine of Devils, It hath generally pre- 
vailed in moft Churches, in moft places, 
for many Hundred years, amongft moft 
Men: yet is it agrofle Heterodoxy, and 


Abominable Apoftacy from the Dodétririe 


of: the primitive Church, in the Apoftle’s 
time. That it was counted an Abominable 
Error, is plain by this Texts and in afcer- 
times about ghe year 310. the Council of 
Ancyra concludes peremptorily, at leaft a- 
gainit chat part of it, which attributeth fo 
much power to Devils: Quifquis ergo 
gredit, aliquam creaturam aut in meliws 
aut deterius Immutari, aut Trapsformariin 
dliam {peciem, nifi ab Creatore, qui fecit 
qmuia, procul dubio infidelis eff Pagano 
deterior, From this cruth hath the Church 
deviated, and fallen into the contrary Er- 
ror, for thefe Twelve or thirteen hundred 
years, Ic is not ground enough, to em- 
bracea Tenent, becaufe of the many, that 


embrace it, or che long time it hath been 


embraced, the feveral places where it hath 
obrained, 
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obtained, or the feveral Do&tors that have 
maintained it. Ad legems prophetas, 
To the Law and tothe Teftimony. If 
Mens T enents, Practices or Opinions agree 
not with thefe, reject them. Number or 
multitude is no juftifiable excufe, or fufficie 


ent precedents and yet I like not felf-con- 
ceited fingularity: Prove all things, hold 
faft that which % Good, is an excellent 
Rule. 

But I muft add here: Though a Church, 
the whole Church, to a very few, may thus 
generally be erronious,even in fuch a points 
yet may it not be ftraight un-churched, ot 
become preferttly an Abdicate, Reprobate, 
or Anathematized Church, far an Error ot 
two, though grofie ones: we had {carce elfe 
a vifible Church in the World, for many 
Hundred years: God giveth more grace: 
Every error,miftake, or heterodoxy,though 
great enough, doth not nullify a Church, 
if it be not obftinately, wilfully, and wick- 
edly perfifted in. If the whole Church 
finthrough Ignorance, there may be an A- 
tonement, Lev. 4.13. A Church, a whole 
Church may be under the Guilcof fome 
great Sin, and yet bethe Church of God 
fill: Grofsand Hainous Sins, may not be 
Grounds enough for Separation; and 
therefore our Schi/maticks have no Julti- 
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fyable Warrant for their Schifm, from the 
pretended grofs Sins of this Church, and 
State. Isthere? can there be? can they 
wire-draw any of our National, or Eccle- 


- fiaftical Sins, into greater Horridnefs, chan 


this Sin hath ¢ And yet had God his 
Church ftill; nay and even they alfo were 
of His Church chat Embrac’d that horrid 
Heterodoxy: Way, they themfelves are 
Guilty, moft of them, of this moft Horrid 
Heterodoxy; and yer will they reckon 
themfelves of Ged’s Church, How then, 
er with what Face, caa they Anathematize, 
or Unchriften another Society, whom they 
cannot accufe of any Crime, fo horrid as 
this? Doubrlefs the Sins of this Nation 
are High and Horrid, peradventure, never 
more: the Lord of His goodnefs, change 
our Minds, reform our Extravagancies, 
and rectify our-Converfations, according 
to the ‘Pattern, and the great Exemplar, 
the Lord Fef/us Chri. We had need beg 
this Heartily, left, according to the Tran- 
fcendency of our prefent firfull Conditi- 
on, our Judgments be Tranicendent, and 
of the Superlative Dimenfion. We may 
well fear this, though we have already, and 
do now yer fuffer fo much; yet may we 
juftly fear more: His Wrath may noc be 
turned away yet: but His Hand may be 
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ftretched out ftill, yea, He may Plagueus 
Seven times yea and Seven times more 
ftill; yea and: likely will: God. will 
be Conquerour one way or other , either 
jn our Converfion, or Confufion. Can 
we kick againft che Pricks ¢ “Are we ableto 
contend with God, or are we Stronger than 
God ? Shajl an Earthen Pot contend with 
a Brazen Mountain? Sure, fure, it will be 
bitter, exceeding bitter, in the end; bit 
eerer and bitterer, ftill, rill: che End; and 
peradventure without End. . Let us pre: 
vent this, by our Complyance with, and 
Conformity to the Divine Will of God; 
and, the Good Lord grant,that Magiftrates, 
Minifters, and all others, in their feveral 
Places and Stations; may do their parts. 
There is not, hath not been, cannot be, a 
more Grofs, Blafphemous, or Abomina- 
ble Villany, nor more Injurious, both-to 
God and Man, than this: nor Fornication, 
nor Intemperance, nor any other of thofe 
Raging Sinsof this Age. This therefore, 
efpecially, over, above, and beyond all 
elfe, fhould they joyntiy fer themfelves a- 
gainft. The Magiftrates are God’s Mini- 
fters, Deputies, and Vice -gerents, and 
fhould they not A& for God ? for Godagaintt 
the Devil, not for the Devil, againft God ? 
Sure, Minifters are God's Ambaffadors ; 
and 
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and fhould proclaim, pubiifh, and declare 
His Greatnefs, Majeity, and Power; nog 
Traiteroufly give away thefe Jewels of His 
Crown, to His Adverfary , Competitors 
or Rebellious Vaflal. (Ali che reft are 
God's Leige - Subjects, and Menial Ser- 
vants, or Souldiers under His Banner; and 
fhould they ‘nor’ Fight .to uphold His 
Crown and ‘Dignity? fhould they be con- 
tent, tamely to yield fp His Royal Prero- 
gatives, to be ufurp’d by thar Villainous 
Traitor of Helle Truly, nor Magiftrate, 
nor Minifter, nor People, can do God a 
ereater. Difhonour , nor the Devil better 
Service, than by maintaining this Dedtriae 
of Devils. Once, this cannot be deny’d; 
the HolyGboft fpeaketh exprefly againft it 5 
whofoever therefore fpeaketh for it,fets his 
Mouth againft Heaven, againft God, 
the Holy-Ghoft: What would we expec& 
more than the Word, the plain, and ex- 
prefs Word of Goa, for the fetiing us in 
or againft a Doétrine? When the Lord 
hath decided the Controverfy, & fetled the 
Queftion, fhould men’s Moots, groundlefs 
Opinions {mall Arguments, and wilde 
Winter - Tales, unfectle us 2 And this 
brings me to another Particular, for the era- 
dicating, or atleaft ftopping of the farther 
‘Growth of this Root-of Bitternefs. 
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4. Letthe Apoftle’s Advice take place; 
Refufe Prophane and old Wives Tales, 
Nae7% Avoid, Oppofe, Abhor, Depre- 
cate, as thou wouldeft fome great Mifchief; 
or Rejeét, as a Man doth his Wife, when 
he gives her a Bill of Divorcement: there 
is more in it fure, than fimple Refufing: 
Refafe, as Fearing, Loathing, and Detett- 
ing: Buthow comes this Advice in, here? 
How fallsthe Apoftle upon this Prohibiti- 
on of Tales and Fables in this Place? 
Brings he it in (fhall we think ) by Head 
and Shoulders, withouc any Agreement 
or Coherence with the matter in Hand? 
Doubriefs he is alwaies feafonable, in all 
his Prohibitions ; Charges; and Caveats; 
but efpecially here, when he {peaks im- 
mediatly from the Mouth of the Holy- 
Ghoft, againft the Villainy which the Ho- 
ly-Ghoft had exprefly, pnzas, in plain terms 
declared his miflike of; and probably, the 
means to prevent and avoidit. Andlam 
very confident, that there is no man, that 
can give any Reafon why, wherefore, of 
upon what account this Charge thould be 
brought in here, unlefs co intimate that 
Prophane and old Wive’s Tales would be 
a great Motive, meanes and oceafion, by 
which men fhould be broughe under the 
Cheat of feducing Spirits , and into: the 

Milehief 


A 
if 
Py 
ft 
4 


Ry 


The Grand Apoftacy. 127 


Mifchief of being bewitch’d with the A- 
bominable Dodfrines of Devills: And 
therefore, St. Paw/advifeth Timothy, that, 
As he would avoid being cheated by feducing 
Spirits, and the defperate Doctrine of De- 
vils, [o he would avoid Prophane and old 
Wives Tales. Y¥f chou give no heed to 
thefe, no danger of the other: But, but- 
little hope of efcaping the other, if chow 
give any heed tothefe: This is plain out of 
the Text, all: And indeed, how pernici- 
ousand dangerous fuch Fables may prove, 
for the Poyloning of Mens Souls to the 
abhorring of Fruth, and for the bewitch- 
ing of them unto moft Idolatrous Opinions; 
we may eafily learn, by thefe two molt 
Monftrous Heterodoxies, Purgatery, and 
Adoration of Images; both grew from this 
Root, as I have intimated: -and fo this 
Dottrine of Devils hath too the fame Ori- 
inal: And this, if any man will but ob- 
lone, and confider ferioufly, he will eafi- 
ly find, thace this Babel of Confufion, is 
built meerly upon the Sandy Foundation 
of Tales and Fables. There are Stories 
writ, and Laws enacted, concerning Witch- 
craft, Compa&, and Converfe with the 
Devil: Burt, fearch the Matter tothe bor- 
tom, trace the Hare to the Form, follow 
the River upto the Fountain; and yon 1 
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find, old Wives Tales, and Prophane Fa 
bles, feconded by Romantick Inventions, 
and Poetical Fictions, co be the Original of 
al}. Some Old, Crazie- Brain’d, Doting, 
Melaacholical, Hypocondriack Dreamers 
in the Paroxyfm of their Diftempers, 
feem to feé itrange Sights, Creatures, 
Goblins, Devils, as they think; this they 
report, with Confidence; the Rabble is 
credulous, and believes ftraight; the Di- 
urnaliers are willing to {well up their Pam 
phiets, unto Volumes; Philofophers (to 
fhew their Wit) undertake to prove all 
credible, yea neceflary: Others in their 
Simplicity, with an abundance of Zeal, 
dnd little Wit, (thinking God’s Honour i$ 
concerned ), predicate it: The Shave- 
lings contrive an advantagious Trade out 
of it: and thereupon (deluding rhe Civil 
Magiftrate, with fair Talés, and goodly 
Pretences}) the Inquifition- Office is E- 
retted, where the Mafters of that Tyran- 
ny, for the feeding of their Unfatisfyable 
Coveroufnefs, by intolerable Courfes,’ 
Tricks, Artifices, and Torments, extort, 
and Regifter, what madd Confeffions 
they pleafe, from ignorant, fimple, beforted, 
affrighted, friendlefs , and tender-skin’d 
Perfons. And now who dares deny, que- 
{tion or donbr the Holy Houfe hath con- 
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@ cludedit, in one place, and fo it muft 
be thought a precious Truth, and be. 
brought fnto Vogue in all places; and. 
yet not fo much as one wife or honeft. 
Man, ever faw, heard, or knew any. 
fuch thing. Ifhouid haveadded, That, 
Malicious Varlets, underftanding thar, 
by their Oaths, they might ageran-. 
dize their Revenge to the utmoft in the 
moft fhamefull and moft painful Death, 
of their Adverfary, .would not {tick to 
venter the peccadillo of a Perjury,. to. 
oratify their Malices; And thus they- 
wrap it up: But, the firft Original of © 
all was, as I laid, Old Wive’s Fables, 
mad Dreams of Dotards, profane Sto- 
ries, borrowed of Heathens: and thofe. 
the Apoftle might efpecial!y aim at,. in 
this his Caveat; for, Wharareallthofe 
Wild Tales, among Chriftians ( now, . 
and heretofore ). of Witches, Conjura- 
tions, raifing of Devils, &c? but the 
Revived Fables of the Heathens ( un- 
der other names) concerning Tifiphowe, — 
Megara, Hecate, &c. and done by 
their means; Of like mature, as are pres 
tended now becaufe. fuch 
Lies, Fables, and Tales, were firft chief. 
ly, and moftufed by the Priefts of Baal 


or to .bring that-Idel’s Worthip 
inte 
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into requelt, The word and yaa, 
difler not much. This once: That 
fuch Stories may do much Mitchief, 
this way, the Holy - Ghoft himfelf here 
intimates, by this Caveat, Reject thefe 
Old Stories, formerly much ufed, con- 
cerning Eeel, or Baai. And are fuch 
Stories fuflicient grounds for Chriftians 
to build fuch a Doéirine on, that 1s fo 
abufive, Injurious, and intolerable, both 
in Refpect of God and Man? Truly, 
Mf Mea would but ferioully confider, 
how much God the Father, and all the 
Perfons inthe God.Head, are concermd, 
How much, in Confequence, if not di- 
rely, they are abuted and blafphe- 
med bythis Dodrine of Devils, *twould 
terrify any Chriftian-Soul into an abhor- 
rency of it. Never let it be thought, 
That theie Confequences are meer fal- 
lacious Infirmities, from the Demono- 
loger’s Doctrine: I appeal to any Man, 
that hath any Wit, Reafon, Intelleé, 
Underftanding, or Senfe, whether all 
- thele abfurd, and Abominable Confe- 
quences, that I have hinted at, here, 
and elf-where, do not /jquidd, without 
{training or wringing, genuinely, pro- 
perly, naturally flow from their Prem: 
les; and if the Premifes be a 
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the naughtinels of the Conclufion 
may not be charged on him, that Lo- 
gieally, according to right, not fallaci- 
ous Ratiocionation, inters them: So 
that, if Men have any care of God's 
Honour, or their own Salvation; if they 
will not prefer the Devil betore God, 
Chriff, and all that is called Good, or 
Sacred; if they will noe be the worft 
of Idolators, that ever were, or can be 
Imagined, ¢ }omit Murder, the -ob- 
of all Judicial Proceeding, the 
deftroying of Humane Soctety, Natu- 
ral Comfort among. Men, and the large 
Bed-rol of other Grofs Enorinities \ 3 if 
they be not for Hell, more than for 
Heaven; for the bloody old Dragon, 
(that muft be bruifed under our Feet), 
than for the Brazen Serpent, that muit 
be lifted ups If they will not main-~ 
tain a Dottrine, by which, the moft 
malicious and mifchievous Machinati- 
ons of defperate Villains, againit their 
Innocent Neighbours, may be coun- 
tenanc’d and incourag’d; If they will 
“not be accounted, nay if they will not 
really, and in truth, be, in themilelves 
(and not meerly upon the account 
of other men ) Remagadocs, Kenoun- 
cers, Apoftates, from the Fundamen- 
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tal and Architectonical Truths, of | 
Chiiftian Religion, they will not en- 
tertain this Hellifh Do@rines; nor (if 
by miftake they have heretofore been 
bewitched into the Conceit of it’s 
Truth, ) will perfift in it. .I have dif- 
charged mine own Confcience, and 
am Innocent, as to the Blood of any 
Perfon, that fhall dye, meerly upon 
the Accufation of this Guile, hereaf- 
ter, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


An Objedion, That Chrift’s Atira- 
cles are no Good Argument to 
Prove his Meflia-Ship, or God- 
Head, but the Prophecyes that 
went before of Him, i2 the Scrip- 
tures; or at leaft not thofe with- 
out thefe. 


Here is indeed another Conceit 

retrived by a Learned Man, 
(which [ lately met with ) fortified 
both by the Reverend Names of fome 
of the Antients, and alfo with a piece 
of Scripture, 2 Pet. 1.19. IWe have 
a furer Word of Prephecy, &c. Which 
he applies, or rather oppofes, to Chrifts 
Miracles, as though they were not con- 
vincing enough to prove him to be the 
Son of God, unlefs the Prophefies that 
went before, of the Miracles chat fhould 
be Wrought by the Afeffeas, and his 
Miracles, be tound Confonant, and 
Agreeing. By Prophecy he undeittands, 
not only Verbal Predittions, of the Pro- 
phets, concerning Miracles, to be dones 
but the Types and Figures; as alfo the 

— Storses 
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Stories, and Events, recorded in Scrip. 
ture. All thefe requifite to be known, 
for the inducing ot Men to believe, 
That the Miracles of Chrift did prove 
his Ged- Head. <Anfw. It 1s not de. 
ny’d, but other things, belides His Mi- 
racles, may be, and are, Arguments of 
the God - Head of our Blefled Saviour, 
2s His Miraculous Birth, the Star, the 
Atteftation from Heaven, a5 afore; 
and Prophefies too among the re{t: but 
this is not the Queft. but Whether Chriffs 
Miracles alone, by themflelves, do 
Prove it fufficiently ? St. Chap. 
20. 31.) fayth they do, and Chrifi 
Cas afore) fayth it allo, and I hope 
that we may believe either of them, 
2. This Scripture doth not prove the 
thing in Queftion, wiz. That Chrifis 
Miracles needed the Afliftance of Pro- 
phefy to prove what he was: But on- 
Iy, That Prophefyes were a good Ar- 
cument, yea a better to fome Men, 
than fome others: This is the moft. 
9. If the Knowledge of the Propbeti- 
cal PrediGions had been neceflary for 
the Beliefe of this, “cwould be hard to 
fay, Phat theCevturion, Afaith. 8, the 
Syrephenician, Ajatth. 15> the Chief 
Cemmander, with his party of Souldi- 
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exs, Jatth. 27. had believed upon 
good ground; or that their Faith of 
Chrif’s Divinity was sight ( though 
they be commended for it ) 25 not be- 
ing rightly fetled or grounded well in 
them: They were (before they faw his 
Miracles) meer Heathews, and igno- 
rant of the Prophecyes altogether; Yea, 
I might doubt, Whether the Apoftles 
taith at firft, were right, when they be- 
lieved only, upon the Evidence of thag 
lirft Asiracle, which he wrought in Ca- 
naa of Galilec, 2. 11. Nay, ie 
might well be doubted, Whether their 
Faith were Salvifical, all his Life-time, 
until his Death, notwithftanding thae 
of AMatth, 16. 16. 6. 68, 69. 
‘or, it feems, they were not very well 
vers’d in the Verbal Predictions, much- 
lefs inthe Types, Figures, Stories, and 
Events recorded in Scripture; but were 
ignorant unlearned Men, as to thefe 
things, untill Chrift, atter His Refur- 
re@ion, opened their Intellect, that they 
might uoderftand the Hiftories as well 
as Myfteries of the Text, being before 
very ignorant of both, 4. If chreft’s 
Miracles were not fufficient by them- 
felves, to prove His God - Head, with- 
out the Prophecyes, that is, unlefs, nc¢ 

only 
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only the Verbal Predictions of the Pro- 
phets, but allo the Types, Figures, 
and even the Hiftory and Events too 
recorded in Scripture; yea the Exter- 
thal Teftimonies ( as Sacrifices, Oracles, 
and their Ceflations, to perfect the 
proofe) do come in alfo; then none, 
but creat Scholars, Helluons Pololo- 
gers, Subtile Allegorizers, Men of Rab- 
Linical Phancy, cr of Origen’s Humor, 
can certainly be affured, by this Argu- 
ment taken from his Asiracles, That 
Chris# was indeed the Afeffzas, or Son 
of Ged. Men of ordiaary Knowledge, 
of common Capacity, of {mall Rea- 
ding, narrow Intelligence, ec. though 
never fo firm Believers, fincerely Pious 
and confcientious Obfervers of the Will 
of God, fince they cannot pierce into 
the Myftical Types, Obfcure Figures, 
fEnigmatical Hieroglyphicks, cannot 
be acquainted with the External Teftt- 
monies, nor Chymically diftill plain 
Hiftories ‘into Allegories, (notwith- 
f{tanding they can, and do read, un- 
derftand, and believe all the Verbal 
Prediions of the Prophets; yea, 
notwith{tanding, they may do, or might 
fee Miracles upon Miracles; all the Mi- 
facies that ever did, a Thoufand 
Mira- 
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Miracles, one after another; yet can 
they not withaflurance conclude Chrifts 
God-Head, by, or from His Miracles, 
And yet Chriff ufeth this Argument, 
To prove His God - Head 5 ufeth it of- 
ten; ufeth ic more cften, than any o- 
ther, than all other Arguments, that 
to that purpofe he ever ufed5 ufeth it 
as an Irrefragable Argument, Fob. 10, 
373 ufeth it as an Argument, that 
leaves Men, who are not convine’d by 
it, inexcufable, Joh. 18. 24. And 
this Argument, Medium, Motive, or 
Mean, without any other, by and of 
it felt alone, was.very many times (we 
find) fufficiently convincing; wufeth 
it over, above, and beyond the Tetfti- 
mony Of the Baptiff, as a much better 
Argument; though he were the grea- 
teft of all the Prophets, that ever were 5 
the greate(t that was born of Women, 
for the cleernefs of his Defcription and 
Indigitation of Chrifi’s Perfon: And 
therefore as credible in His Teftimo- 
ny, as any of the Verbal Predidfions of 
any of the Prophets; and yet preferreth 
Chrift, the Argument taken from his 
Miraculous Works, before the Teftimo- 
ny of this, Sohbz §. 32, 33, 34- It 


mult be therefore of more Stresgth, 
| | than 
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than any Verbal Prediifion of any Pro, 


phet’s, whatever. He uled indeed, too, 


His Father's Teflimony, as another Ar. 
gument of His Divinity, not as a Me- 
dium to fortify this; and then too, 
brings in this Argument (the other is 
not brought alone without this.) as an 
equal Concurrent with it. Yea, he u- 
{ech this Argument alone, fingly, by it 
felf, adozen times, at leaft, without 
any other annext, either out of Verbal 
Preditiions of Prophets, Types, Figures, 
Hiftories, Events, or any tuch like, te 
confirm or juftifieit. He ufeth it thus, 
fingly, upon feveral Occafions, unto fe- 
veral Perfons, feverally difpofed, to and 
among Friends and Foes, Believers and 
Unbelievers, Neopbhytes or Young, and 
Mauafaons or Old Diiciples Ufeth it as a. 
fufficient Antwer alone, to thofe quarrel. 
fome ews, who were ready to {narle at 
any thing he fayds; if poffible there 
could be any Exception taken at His 
Words, upon the very Queftion, Whe- 
ther he were the Chrifé or not? Joh. 
10. 21, 25. Chrift, I fay, ufed this 
Argument oft, and Givers times, upon 
divers occafions, to divers perfons, of 
divers opinions, cc. And it cannot, 


I believe, be proved, That he ever 
ufed 
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ufed any other Argumext, for the 
Confirmation of this His Areument: 
Nay, it had been akind of weaknefs 
in Him, to have ufed this Argument, 
fingly, fo often as he doth; (and the 
Apoftles too, A@. 2. 22. 33. Rom. 
1. 4. &c.) had it not been ia, of, 
and by it felf, fuffictent fingly: But ie 
feems, That Chrifi’s Anfwer to Fobn’s 
Difciples is, by fome, thought to inti- 
mate, That His Miraculous Works, 
needed at leaft the Afiiftance of the 
Verbal Predi&ions of the Prophets, to 
prove His God- Head or Meffia- frip, 
becaufe fome Worcs or Things tore- 
fpoken by the Prophet Ffay, are inclu- 
ded in the Anfwer of Chriff to the 
Baptifi, Efay 35. 5. with Luke 7, 21. 
An{w. 1. They were another fort, a di- 
vers kind of Miracles , that Chri ft 
fpeakes of, dificrent from thofe in the 
Prophet. The Prophet {peaks of Spi- 
vitual Operations wpon the Soul, by 
Grace, which are rather proper Works 
of the Spirit, than of Chrift: Thefe 
that Chriff (peaks of, were outward, 
carnal, and upon the Body meerly, and 
might be done by meer Power, with- 
out beftowing the leaft fprinkling of 


Grace, upon the Subjects. And how 
| thefe 
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thefe former fhould be aclear Prophefy 
or Diagnoftick of the latter, is not fo 
plain; or thefe latter be prov’d by the 
former, to be a Diagnoftick of the 
Meffics. 2. Chrifi?s Anfwer fent, was 


mot fo, efpecially, if at all dire@ed to 


Jobn tor his own fake, or information 
(He was fully enough before affured 


Chrift’s Meffia fhip, and God-Head)3 


but to, and for His Difciples, who in 
all likely- hood, were as bad Profici- 
Ents under Fohx, and as ignorant of 
the Scriptures, as were Chrifi’s Dilci- 
ples under him. And thefe before his 
Refurrection knew little of the Scrip: 
tures, or of the Verbal Predicfions of 
the Prophets, much-lefs of Types and 
Figures, &c. A meer Prophetical Word 
tothem, efpecially without citing the 
Prophet, and the Place too, would, 
yea could be but little edifying or con- 
vincing. 3. Chrif, nor hints, nor tells 
them of Prophetical PrediGions, at all, 
fends them not to reading of the Pro- 
poets, mor afks them, What they had 
Heard, Learned, or Readd in them. 
There is nothing in the Paflage, inti- 
mated to this purpofe: But, he fets 
them to employ their Eyes, and Ears, 
and, Thoughts, upon what Chriff had 
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newly done, and was doing; Te// 
John what you have Seen and Heard 
done by Me, now, 4. The things in 
Chrif?’s Anfwer, do but in a {lender 
manner agree with the Words of the 
Prophet (to which Christ, by the 
Objection, is fuppofed to fend them}: 
the prophefie {peaks indeed of opening 
the Eyes of the Blind, unftopping the 
Eares of the Deafe, making the Lame 
to Walk, and the Dumbto Speak, &c. 
Chris#’s Works thenin hand, were, be- 
fides the former, Cleanfing of Lepers, 
Raifing the Dead, and GaSting ont De- 
vils; harder things to all Humane Ap- 
prehenfion, and Senfe, than thofe o- 
ther in the Prophet. And was it like- 
ly that Chri did? Or was it a Pru- 
dent Courfe, that he fhould fend them, 
for Converfion and Conviction, to a 
Prophefie, where the eafier things only 
were in fome fort, predicted, not the 
harder > Why fendshethem, I fay, for 
proof of the eafier things, to the Pree 
didions of the Prophets, not of the 
harder> Were the harder convincing 
enough of themfelves, when once feen, 
and heatd without any proof, from the 
Predidions of the Prophets? Why = 
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nonced of proving the eafier? Qui po. 
tuit ad majora, potuit etiam ad mino- 
ra, prov’d Him to be Aeffias, 
fufficiently enough, of, and by them. | 
felvés: What need more? If he fent 
them to the Prophets, for proot of the 
eafier, thefe were fufficient 
Marks to know the Meffias by; then 
are the harder needleis, in vain, and 
to no purpole, initanc’d 1in35 which is 
not tolerable to think. Or was it, 
That the Prophets had no better Pre. 
ot. the Afef/zas, but Of the ea- 
fier only, not of the harder things, to 
be done by him, (¢ though thefe 
doubrlefs were in fpecial, the Chief 
Marks of the dfe/fias )) Why thenthere 
would feem to be fome Defect in the 
Prophetical Predifions, as wanting fome 
of the {pecial CharaGerifticks, by which 
the Afeffzas might beft be known ? Or, 
if*chey were full, and without any De- 
fect, as to their Defcription of the 4/¢- 
fias, or the Marks of hims then was 
not Chriff fo well advifed, to fend 
them to thefe obf{cure, and fubordinate 
Marks, when there were better and 
clearer? Or if the Predictions of the 
Prophets were full and fufficient, but 
yet contained thefe Harder — 
that. 
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chat Cé4rifé inftanceth in, Why then 
it follows, That thefe Harder Things 
did not belong to, nor did prove the 
Docr, to be their Afeffias expected, but 
fome thing higher, better, and more 
auguft, as doing greater and harder 
things, than were, thould or could be 
expected, to be done by their expected 
Meffias. Which fhould be fo hard for 
them to believe, That they thould 
rather, upon fuch a Pretence of 
Chrijt, have believed him to be a jug- 
ler, Deceiver or an Impoftor, as pre- 
tending to greater things in fhew, but 
did and could do nothing Really, An- 
{werably, andin Truth? For, that there 
could be a greater AfiracieR than their 
Expected Meffias, they thought it im- 
poflible. The Conceit, Apprehention, 
and Belief that they had entertained 
‘Cand that juftly) out of the Prediéfi- 
ons Of the Prophets ure’d them to think, 
that all Comparifon with, much more 
prelation of any perfon, above their 
Meffias, for any excellency of Opera- 
tion, would be entertained as tncredi- 
ble and odious, Certainly the Clean- 
+ fing of Lepers, Raifing the Dead, Ca- 
fling out of Devils, could hardly be con- 
cluded from the fuppofed Text of the 


Prophet, 
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Prophet, or any other fingle Text, 
or divers; nay not from all the Pro- 
phetical Predidioxs, put together; 
mean in f{pecial, that Work of Cafting 
out Devils in the Demonologers Senfe, 
This muft be found ¢if found at all ) 
in the Dark Types, niguatical Fi- 


gures, and ALegorizcd Hiftories, or the 


External Teflimonies, not in the Verbal 
Predidions of the Prophets, fure. But it 


would feem very ftrange that Chri, who 


was the Light of the World, and came 
punpofely into the World, to lighten 


our Darknefs, and theirs too, thould 


fend fuch dimme « fighted Perfons; 
to Types, Figures, Hiftories, Kc, (to 
name no more) for the Chief Diaguo- 
fticks, and Characteriftical Marks of 
Himfelf. Marks ought to be plain and 
obvious, ( when from them fo invelo- 


ped with Obfcurity, and Thick Dark- 
nefs, he could hardly be found - out. 


by the moft Sagacious Perfons, or cleae 
reft Intellects;) befides ( not to mens 
tion, That fuch a difficule Way of co- 
ming to the Knowledge of their Aéef- 
efpecially after fo many Verbal 
Predidions by the Prophets, muft needs 
caft ahuge Damp, as to their Com- 


fort, upon the /pirits of his —_— ), 
is 
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This might feem very Inconfonant. to, 
the- Verbal PrediG@ions of many Pro-, 
phets, which fore-tell an eafie and 
clear Way of difcovering all neceffary 
Truths (of which the Knowledge of. 
the muft.needs be under. 
the Gofpel; The Spirit of the Lord 
foall reft upon him, Elay 11. 2,3. &c,, 
Write the. Vifton, make it plaie upon. 
Tables, Hab. ver. 22. They hall not 
every one teach his Neighbour, [aying,. 
Know the Lord, but they foal all Rnow. 
me, Jer. 31. 34: The Word is .very 
nigh thee, in thy very Month, Deut 
30, 14. How could this be, if, not-, 
withftanding Chrifi’s Miracles, he could 
not be known to be the not 
only, not without the Verbal Prediéi-, 
ons Of the Prophets; but not without. 
the hardly attained, and, when attain-, 
ed, hardly affuring knack of Enucleating. 
or Exentricating the Types, Figures; 
Hiftories, &c. ? Might it not be ob-, 
jected, That this were but as if 4 man 
were fent to feek the pfoofe of Notum. 
per ignotivs¢ as that, When unfkilfol 
Fellows, fee the Sun fhining at Noon-_ 
day, they fhould not, could not, affure, 
themfelves of its fhining, unlefs they 
could find it in the Pregittions ot Affro-. 
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nomerss Who (ex concelfts fuppoftis 
poftulatis ) from ob{cure 


(as to the Vulgar) have concluded it, 
Fhat the Sun fhould or would fhine, 
fuch a Day, at fuch an Hour? Nay, 
might it not be objected, by A/iexs and 
Infidels, That this were but to make, 
draw, or conclude, Quzdlibet ex quo- 
libet, Since out of meer “xigmatical 
Types, Figures, Histories, Lome queint 
Wits, Chymical Ingenies, Mercurial 
InteLe&s, will eafily extract any thing, 
and make it feem Plaufible?. Quere, 
Whether they might not {queeze ot 
wring-out of fome Types, Figures, Hi 
feories, and Events, recorded in Scrip 
ture, Adahometifm it felf, as well as 
the Luxuriant Fancies of Rapfodical 
Rabbinzs, have (through the <Alimbecke 
of ALegories,C aballiftical and Ma/fforaiti- 
cal Criticifms, outof Metaphors, Words, 
Phrafes, and £tymons; pounded, and 
{trained )  diftilled that Galimaw- 
phey Mifh- nafs, of moft Monftruous, 
Abfurd, Ridictllous Conceits and Pra- 
a Cifes, which they call the Religion (but 
:, } better the Extravagant Superftition) of 
Faq the befotted Modern Jews. 5. If the 
Predictions of the Prophets, concerning 
the Miracles to be done by Ghrift, 
| were 
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were fo neceflary, Fhat his Aéiracles 
were no fufficient Proofs of his God- 


Head, without the Atteftation of thefe 


Predidions ; then, without doubt, were 
all thofe Miracles Prediéfed, or at leaft 
ought to be (and if ought, were, no 
doubt) that were fit to be AGed by 
the Meffias, for the manifeftation of 
his Perfon, what he was: Eut there 
are no PrediGioms in the Prophets 
(take them in their utmoft Latitude) 
of fome Miracles that Chrift did, ex. 
gr, His turning Water into Wine, Hé 
Curfing the Fruitlef{s Fig- Trees; Butto 
omit all the reft, not of his Caping. 
ont Devils, properly fo called. An 


therefore Chris# did not at all Caf out 


fuch Devils; neither was it fit he 
fhould; neither, if he had, would it 
contribute any thing, to the proof of 
his God- Heads nor was it indeed a 
Miracle, or (which is enough for my 
purpofe here ) then it was nor neceflary, 
That the Asiracles that Chriff did, 
fhould be confirmed by PrediGions, 
That by them we might believe thac 


Chrift was the Son of God: And yet 


the Cafting out of Devils, in any Senfe, 

fure (and as I think in the Demonolo- 

Opinion too ) a Miracle; 
] 
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in my Senfe, predicted by the Prophets 
alfo, but not in theirs. If it be faid, 
That the Predifineg of fome of thefe, 
that the Me{/tas would and ought todo, 
was afufficient proof for theDoer of thefe 
Miracles, That he wastheMel/zas, orthe 
Son of God,( 1 mean only by his own Pow- 
er) 1 grant; for where-ever fome, or 
but one Azsiracle is done, by a Perfon 
Authoritatively, there without doubt is 
the divine Power or God - Head, vilibly. 
But this helpeth not the Demoxologers at 
all, fince they grant, yield, and plead, 
That fome others, both Devils and 
Men, can, nay have done the very felf- 
fame Miracles that Chrift did; yea that 
were prediited of, and were to be done 
by, Him. Eicher therefore thefe Thaume 
tourgical Devils and have the Di’ 
vine Power refiant inthem;, or elfe, The 
doing of Afiracles, yea though the 
very fame Jéiracles that were predi- 
Ged by the Prophets, of the <Afeffia, 
was not tndeed fufficient to prove 


Him to be the Aseffias, who was the 


Doer. 


IT would willingly know what the 
‘Learned Man thinks is fignified, by that 
Word of the Apoftle [ 4 more furt 
Word of Prophefie |; What? more fur, 

thao 


+, 
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than thofe Asiracles Chris# did openly, 
before them all, and they faw with 
their very Eyes? Or, more fure than 
that very Atteftation, which they heard 
from the Mouth of God himfelf, im- 


mediately, with their Ears, erect and 


attentive? If fo, Then were not thefe 
Eyes, and thefe Eare-T eftimonies which 
they heard and faw, fully convincing 5 
did not arife to a full Affurance of 
Faith: There might be Dubiety in the 
Apoftles themfelves, as to the things 
they declare unto us, for our Salvati- 
on; Notwithftanding: all that they e- 
ver heard or faw, concerning Chrift; 
or at leaft their Informations were fy- 
bordinate, and inferior for Certainty, 
to thefe Evidences the Prophets (and 
they from the Prophets ) had. But tru- 
ly I may as well believe, That the 
Prophets might as eafily be miftaken in 
their Informations, and Prediétions, 
( which were moftly propofed tothem, 
in Dreams, Trances, aud Dark Repre- 
fentations, upon their Imaginations on- 
Jy, ) as the Apoftles fhould want any 
thing, or Degree, of the Higheft Cer- 
tainty imaginable, in thofe things which 
they heard and faw: And upon the 
account of Afflurance by thefe means, 
pro, 
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propofe to us to be believed as Salvif. 
cal; We have but a doubtful and up. 
fettled Ground of our Faith elfe; 
Why then, might not the Apoftles, 
and all Believers fince, be miftaken in 
their Reading and Inextricating of the 
Prophefie, and Verbal Predidions, E. 
wents, Figures, &c. recorded in thefe 
Scriptures, as well as they were, or might 
be, in thofe things that they faw, or 
heard, @c? Or, if they were infalli « 
bly affifted in the one, Why fhould we 
doubt of the other? I conceive there: 
fore, that the wpognzindy 4 
more fure Word of Prophefie, need not 
be interpreted, either by the Compare 
tive, or Superlative muchlefs. If it be 
referred or oppofed to the Miracles of 
Chrif?, which the Apoftles faw him ex- 
fert, (there is no Intimation in the 
Text, that, That fure Word of Prophe- 
fie, is at all Referred or Oppofed to 
Chrift’s Miracles, there being not fo 
much as a Hint to his Méracles in all 
that Chapter;) or to the <Atteftation 
from Heavex, which they heard, But 
in the Pofitive, only, thus; We have 
oA 0, aSure, or an Excelent, or aCon- 
rming Word of Prophehe, befides 
Chrift’s Miracles, t vad 
in) 


‘ 
a 
4 


nefs, 


in) and the Atteflation from Heaven. 
But, a furer, firmer, ftrowger, or bet- 
ter in the Comparative or Superlative, 
than thefe, I much doubt of it, whee 
ther this may be right, efpeciallyif we 
confider what Cérifé Himfelf faith, 
Fob. 5. 36, 37- I have greater Wit- 
The Works that I do—,and 
the Father Himfelf, &c. And yet I 
will not deny, but chat, Bea:d}:po, whe- 
ther in the Comparative, or Superls- 
tive may well ftand ftill, if ic be re- 
ferred tothe ews in general, to whom 
St. Peter wrote, (who were, likely, but 
weak-Believers as yet) the Prophefies 
to them, being the fureft, and certain. 
eft Affurances, that they could poffi- 


expect, or have: Efpecially, surer 


than the meer Teftimony of the Apoé#le, 
an ordinary Man, as they might ac. 
count. But if referred to the Apoftle, 
or Apoftles; Ie muft be underftood on. 
ly, inthe Pofftive. The Apostles could 
not, by any Propheffes, what-ever, haye 
any furer, or fuller Teftimonies of 
Chrii#’s God- Head, than they had by 
feeing his Jsiracles, and hearing. the 
Approbation given him by God Himfelf, 
And therefore though Kas WE 


have amore furer Word, &c. may feem 
| L 4 
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to referr unto, and to include the 4- 
postle himfelf; yet fince he comes in 
afterward with &c. Yee do well, That 
you give heed, &c. it feems, Thathe 
{peaks not Diftributingly, in refpect of 
himfelf, orthe other Apostles, who faw 
and heard as much as he did, but of 
the Fewifh Natioz Colledtivelys or e- 
Ipecially of thefe, that were mapaidy- 
vot Strangers at home, and 
difperfed throughout, and confe- 
quently might not be acquainted, fo 
well, with, at leaft, had not feen 
the Wonderful Miracles of Chrift. 
Such Men, no doubt, could not dobet- 
ter, than Give heed to the Prophetical 
Word, till a better clearer Evidence, or 
{tronger Ground of Faith appeared to 
them. Te do well that ye give heed to 
it, as to a Light, fhining in a Dark 
Place, untill the Day dawne, and the 
Day -Star arife, &c. Or, till ye be 
better fettled, inftructed, enlighte- . 
ned, and eftablifhed in the Doéfrine of 

Chrift. | 
But, tn fhorts Prophefies to the Jews 
weré an Affurance, 1. That a Afeffias, 
Or Saviour was to Come. 2. That com- 
ming, He fhould do great Works or 
Miracles, 3. That by the Works, he 
fhould 


| 
| 
| 
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 fhould do, they might know him to be 
the Meffias: but untill he came and 
did fuch Works, they were in the dark 
ftill; though the Prophefies were a 
kind of Candle tothem. But when Chrift 
was once come, and had done thefe 
great Works, and they faw them, then, 
The Day dawned, the Light appeared, 
and the Sun fhone brightly: Then no 
longer need, or ufe of a Candle; For, 
as They faid to their Neighbors; Nom, 
we Believe, not becaufe of thy Word; 
but becaufe we have heard him our 
Selves: So might the Jews fay, Not 
becaufe we have [ome Glimmering Light 
of the Prophets, but becaufe we have 
feen bis Works ( which by, of, from, 
and through themlelves bear witnefs, 
That the is the San of God) do we 
believe him. What need ot a Candle? 
The Sun it felf fhineth, and when the 
Sun fhineth, then they that walk in 
Darknefs, and in the Shaddow of Death 
before, may fee as plainly, clearly, and 
diftin@ly, as they that formerly could 
fee, indeed, fome-what better, by their 
Candle. The Gentiles too, might know 
Him, then, to be the Afef/ias, or Son 
of God, by his as 

with — phe fies 
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phefies. For, as the Prophefies told 
them, That the Meffias fhould do fuch 


Works, as no man elfe did, or could: — 


So, right Reafon it felf taught the Gex-. 
tiles, That none could alter, or act be- 
fides, above, or contrary to, the courfe 
of Nature, as Chrift did, but God. God, 
therefore, CAris# mutt needs be, fince 
he Acted thus, as I have fhewed elfe- 
where, and is evident, Fob. 4. 50.— 
Maith. 27. Luk. 17. 16.~—138. 
AB.13.12, Ade 14. AG 17. 28. 
6. When they once apprehended the 
Work to. be miraculous, they prefent- 
ly conclude, ‘That a Divine Power wa 
the Agent. 

But this is enough, for this Objed#- 
on: For, there is indeed nothing of 
weight in it, at all, The Propofition 
is, Christ's Miracles of themfelves (as 
He himfelf teftifieth) prove his God- 
Head. The is, We have a 
rer Word of Prophefie. 1 atk, furer, 
than what? Whar, than his Assracles? 
How doth? how can? this appear from 
this Text, 2 Pet. 1. 19> How is it 


poffible, That the furer VVord can be 
oppoled to Ghrift’s Atiracles, when there 
is not fo much as one VVerd, Sylabk, 
of Hint, in all this Paffage, Chapter, 
| 


\ 
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or Epiftle, nay in either of the Epi- 
files, that points to Chrift’s Miracles at 
- alls much lefs to an Oppofition or Sub- 
ordination of them to the propheftes, 
in point of proofe, for the Evidencing 
of his God-Head> But, let it be grane 
ted, That the Prophefics are a furer 
VVord of proofe than Muracles 5 
yet will it not follow, That Chrifé's 
Miracles areno fufficient or fure proofs: 
Proofs they may be, yea fure and fuf- 
ficient Proofs, ( which is enough for my 
bufinefs) though they be not fo fuze 
and fufficient Proofs, (to grant that 
too), asthe Prophecyes. Bur, what needs 
more> Take fure VVord either ia the 
Pofitive, or Comparative; yet being here 
not referred to Chris#’s Miracles, but 
to fome thing elfe, and that too in re- 
{pect of fome Men only, ( that were 
not well acquainted with his Asiracles, 
or poffibly, did not yet believe he had 
ever done any fuch Afiraculous VVorks,) 
it can be no argument at all, That 
Chriffs Miracles alone, were no fure 
or fufficient Argument of his God- 
Head. 
I fear the Learned Man was fo be- 
witched with that moft Monftrous, but 
moft Abfurd and Ridiculous Legend of 


Dodor 


= 
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Doctor Dee’s Converfing with Spirits s 
becaufe he had retrived it from 
Duft and Rottennefs, where it ought 
to have perifh’d Everlaftingly; unlefs 
in Providence it be referv’d as a Mo- 
wument of the Impudent Knavery, fome 
Deiperate Varlets will venter on: or 
of the Monftrous Credulity, fome be- 
fotted Méelancholicoes may be inveigled 
into: ) That he Strains, or Tuggs, | 
might and main, Hook and Nail, to 
make his Devil, if poflible, AEquipol- 
lent, to Chriff our Saviour, if not Su- 
perexcellent for Power of Miracles, 
and moft ftupend Operations, above 


Him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


A Reply to the Objekion, againft the | 
Book called, The Cafe of Witch- a 
craft, Debated. | 


Hat it is Paffzon, or Prepoffefion, | 
T hat engageth the Learned Man, 
to be fo earneft for the Power of De- 
wils, feemeth clear to me from the 
petty Cavils, he hath againft that fx- 
diciows Book called, ‘The Queftion of 
VVitchcraft, Debated; ( Debated, not 
Stated 5 but with Modefty enough, if 
not too much, Debated ) a Book, that 
contains more good Reafon, true Relic 
gion, and right Chriftianity, than all thofe 
Lumps, and Cart-Loads of Luggage, 
that hath been Fardled up, by all the 
Faggeters of Demonologiftical VVinter- 
Tales, and Witcheraftical Legendarics 3 
fince rhey firft begun to foul clean Pa- 
per. His firft Attempt is, To prove 
-again{t that Ingenious Author that Cas 
| faph fignifies in Scripture, ( Witches, 
3. e. fuch Perfons, as acted by a Power 
derived to them from the Devil. and 
not mock-Miraclers; Impoftors, or’ 
lers> 


3° 
> - 


258 The Dottrine of Devils: Oy; 
lers; becaufe moft, if not all, Tran 
tors, Cand he reckons up many names > 


fo interpret it; but he leaves+ our Fo- 


fephus, and the Septuagint, who being 
Natural Fews, and Great Scholars to 
boot, counterballance all the other 
great Names: Efpecially, fince they 
were Perfons that lived long before this 
DoGrine of Devils was hatch’d; and 
fo more, likely, to be more Unbyaffed 
Interpreters, than thofe who lived, af- 
ter the World was bewitched with 
that mounSiruows Opinion. fofephws, 
without doubt, was as Astient, as a- 
ny of his Interpreters; nay, they meet 
Toungsters, in re{pect of him, all. And 
for the Septuagint,they were at lea{t 350. 

Years Elder than his Eldes# Interpre. 

ters; who yet by his own confeffien, 

p4g. 180. interpret Cafaph by 
.e. Veneficws, Befides, what-ever his 
Interpreters were, they had but the 
word, Cafaph, the Etymon, and theufe 
of that Word, or the Coherence of the 
Text, To guide them into the I#fer- 
pretation of it: And all thefe have 
we now, as well as they; 1. For the 
Word, we may fay it boldly, It doth 
not in, of, or by it felf, fignifie a Witch,’ 
z..€, One that is in Compact with the 
Devils 


: mee 
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Devil; for, neither is Compact, nor 
Devil included in the Nbdfiow of it. 
But only, a Covering, Changing, or 
Altering the outward Face, or Appea- 
rance of things, which may be done 
many wayes, without the Intervention 
of Devils; Yea, cannot be done by a- 
ny Affiftance from them. 2, For the 
ule of the word, Pofephws, and the Sep- 
tuagint, interpreting it Poyfoner it is 
more than probable, that this was the 
moft ufual Sexfe of 3. For theCos 
herence of the Text, it is never any 
where ufed in Scripture, where the fexfe 
of the Context, doth not plainly De- 
termine it, to Impoftor, Spiritual Poy- 
foner, Fugler, or Deceiver, rather than 
to Witch, in the Demonologift’'s Senfe, 
all the Scripture over; as is plain, if 
any man, do but unbyaffedly confider the 
feveral places, where the word ts ufed, 
as I have intimated afore. Yea, when 
the Learned man comes to give the 
Words of the Interpreters, they are bute 
thefe, Atagus, Maleficus, (or Veneficws, 
for that’s the Word he proceeds on, in 
his Defcant) and Preftigéator, &c. which 
are fo far from intimating his Witches, 
as Latro, in Latin, is from fignitying 
a Regicide; or (to ufe his own Terms) 
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as far as Lapss is from fignifying a 
mice, OY P&M, a Wafer-Cake. The 
Words, not any of them, in any fort, 
intimating the Thing they are produe'd 
for. 

Birft, Magus, is properly, a great Nz- 
turalift, or a Perfon wel] {kil’d in the 
Courles and Operations of Nature: 
improperly, and by Abufe, a Fellow 
that pretending to do great things, (ia 
cheat ) Sxpernaturally, with much 4Ar- 
tifice, and Cunning, makes ufe onlyof 

i fome Natural Operations, that befome- | 
| what unulual, and not ordinarily 
known, to deéceivethe Simple. 2. Ve- 
neficus is aPoyfoner, and cannot well be 
hal’d in, to fignifie any thing elfe, at leaft. 
not one, that by a power derived from the 
Devil, can, or doth do, {trange thingss 
No more than Beneficus, or Salvificus 
| can fignifie a perfoz, that by Influence 
f from an Angel, can work Miracles, It 
Is true, becaufe fome of chefe Villains; 
with fo much Cunning, and Artifice, 
exercifed this their Wickednefs, That 
| Ordinarily it was not conceived, how | 
_ they could effect their Mifchiefs, with- 
out the Intervention of fome Superna- 
tural Affiftance, Veneficus, might. abu- 
fively, beufurped for one that dealt 
Evil 
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Evil Spirits. Butasthere, nor are now; 
nor ever were, any fuch Perfons: So, not 
did, doth, nor, can that Word, proper- 
ly, fignifie any fuch thing 5 and therefore 
the Poets, themfelves, the. firft Finders, 
Makers, and Fathers of Witches, Virgil, 
Horace, Ovid, Lucan,, Tibullus, Homer, 
&c. bring them inftill as gathering, mix- 
ing, and compounding, Poyfozows Herbs, 
and fuch deleteriows ftuffe; by whieh 
they acted their ftrangeft, and, moft. 
ttupend MMifchiefs. And becaufe, vul- 
garly, it was not known, how their, 
itrange Effects were produced, It-was. 
thought elpecially. by the. 
Rabble, and poflibly by fome others 
who were look’ upon, by themfelves, and 
others tog, as Wife-men, (as the Effects 
wrought now by the Asagnetick Powder, 
and the Wegpon- Salve, are by fome, 
who reckon themlelves no mean Se -., 
olifts) that they atted altogether, by. 
the Affiftancc of fome Demons ,. when - 
they wrought any unufual Feats... Bye 
Poyfoner is the fignification of the word 
Veneficys 3, and the Practile of thofe that 
were fo éalled,was Poyfoning; asi could 
Igftance in allthe fore-named Poets, and 
Others, befides thefe: But I wilt here 
jy-make ule of Lucan, as he is Tranflas 
te 
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ted into Exglifh, that it may the better 
be underftood by the vulgar. Sextw 
Pompeiws comes tothat notorious Cheat 
or Witch, Erichtho, to underftand the fa- 
tal Iffue of the Pharfalian Battail; which 
fhe (in fome fort) cheatingly undertakes 
to difcover; and having found a Car- 
cafs fic for the purpofe, ( you muft per- 
mit Poets; to fancy what Fooleries they 
pleafe, efpecially when they {peak of 
Witches) the falls to her Witchcraft; 
but how ?: Mark! 

( fupplet, 


Peiora cum primum ferventi fanguine 
Wulneribws laxata fuis, tabog, medulla 
Alluit, et virus large lunare minifirats 
Flac quicquid fato gexuit Natura fixiftro, 
Mifeetur; nen [puma Canum (quibusun- 
da timori eft), : (enz 
Vifcera non Lyncis, on dive nodws Hy- 
Defait, Cervi pafti ferpente medulla; 
Won puppim retinens Euro tendente ru- 
dentes . | 
In mediis Echinéis oculique Dra- 
| 
fonant fata tepefata slite 
‘Won Arabum volucer Serpens, innatag 
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Aiquoribus cu uftos pretiofe vipera conchae, 
Aut viventis adhuc Lybict membrana 

Cer afte. 


Englithed has. 


T. i with warm Blood, opening fre 
Wounds, fhe fills pe fi 

Its Breast and gore to the inward Parts 
ai fiills : 

of Méoon’s Poy fonous fhe 

takes, | 

And. all the hurtful Brood, that Nature 
makes; 

Foauto  mad-Doggs (wich f ight of We: 
_ ter read), . 

The of Staggs, with Serpents non- 
rifhe 

Was mixed theres The dire Hyena’s knot: 

The {potted Lynx his Bowels wanted not; 

Nor that {mall- Fifh, whofe 
though Eurus rife, 

Gan the courfe of shipps The Dea. 
gonseyes. 

The founding Stone, that brooding 
gles make 

Warm in their ne ffs 5 the Arabian nimble 
Snake, 

The Red - Seq Viper precions that 
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Skins from the alive Lybian Cerasfes* 
The Phenix Ajfhes, laid in Arable: 
With thefe when vile and namele/s Poyfon' 
foe | 
Had mixt, and leafs fild with Inchant- 
ments Strong; % 
And Herbs which her dire Month bad pitt 
What Poyjfon did fhe on the World be- 
| 


‘Poyfon, Vfay, was thé thing which 
fhe, and all the reft of them made nfe 
of, for the doitig of the ftrangeft Feats, 
that are reported to be done at any time, 
by anyof them. From'this their courfe, 
are they properly called Vexefica, or 
Poyfoxers, and from nothing elfe; 
though they fometimes alfo ufed hor 
vid VVords, fearful Execrations, and 
belifh Curfes, Toamufé their Worthip- 
pers; orelfé,poffibly: To caft themfelves 
‘into Rapturows Trances. 

For Preftigiator, it is meerly4 
Impoftor, Cozener or Deceiver 5 
‘aKnave that deludes by Glofes, Fucwf- 
Ses, Artificial Feats, Tricks, and Slights, 
‘&e. fucatur pralinitur, fit 
bre ftigios um. &, Geljius. lib. 7. 4; 
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‘And he was 2 notable Critickupon words: 
Indeed our Oppoent defcants much up- 
on this Word, as though Prefigiator, 
and Perffringitor were all one; and 
would needs make it to.be a Dazler, or 
holder of mens Eyes, by the Devil's help: 
And fog this there is a YVinter-Tale hin- 
ted at, and that is the Proof. Bur-to 
fay no more of fuch a Foppery, but what 
I have faid often; If the Devil can de- 
lude.one of our Sexfes, as that of Seeing, 
hecan all our Senfes, as well, and as ea- 
lily, as oft, as he will, And thus we 
fhould not be anything the wifer, but 
the fimpler 5 notwithftanding all the helps 
we can have, from any, or all our Sex. 
fes: And if our fexfes may generally be 
deluded, fo may our Inte/eé#s, if not, 
muft: The for information, 
depends upon the Sexfes; at leaft, fir 
all iesknowledgin, orof, A¢aterial, and 
External things. 

The 2. is, That doth net 
inany good Antient Aathor fignifie Ime 
poftor: And yet St. a pretty good, 
‘and a pretty Antient Author tod, ufeth 
pucuaxtia for Cheat, Delufion, Impoflure, or 
Spiritual Poyfoning, Rev. 18. 23. And 
gaeuansis for fuch Yarlets, as make ufe of 
Kugveries or ImpoStures, Rev, 
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8. & 22.15. He fpeaketh doubtlefs of 
‘thofe Delafive and Cheating Courfeé, 
| that the Anti-Chriftian’s did, or would 
ufe, to inveigle the World, into their Ss- 
perstition and Idolatry. And hathnot, 
‘will not, 1s not, the Asti-Chriftian Super- 
ition, upheld by Fuggles, Impostures, or 
Spiritual Pogfonings, more than by any 
thingelfe> 
Thirdly, Whereas it isfaid by the Deba- 
ter, That Kizgs, Princes, Priefts, Philofe- 
-phers, and fuch Perfons only, are in Scrip- 
‘ture Called Mecafhaphim, or Witches; 
‘The Opponent (indeed) denies this; but 
“ptoves nothing to the contrary 5 norcan 
-it,indeed, be proved, That this Term 
in Scripture is everappliable to Inferior 
Varlets,Contemptible Wretches, or Decte- 
pit old-Haggs : Butthisis nothing to the 
«purpofe, and as little is that which ‘is 
-brought-in concerning Julia, and fome 
Popes. For, that many things concernitg 
‘them, on both fides, have been meer Lies, 
and Scandalous Calumnies; I thought 
till: that no man of Judgement 
“would‘deny, or doubtof. Julian, and 
Popes, counted them Witches, that 
Were not.of: their F and they that 
were not’of their FaGiox called Them, f 
wiz. Fuliae and the Popes, W 
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and Sorcerers. Iwas about to makea 
Queftion of it, Whether there were any 
Truth on either fide? But no need of a 
Queftion, when there was mutually firch 
Spight, Malice, and more than Vatinian 
_ Hatred betweenthem: There was {mall 
hope (fure) of much Truth, in their 
Philippical Invediuves, one again{t the 
other. Thus far che Learned man gets 
no ground of his Adverfary, but rather 
. {ticks in the mire. Oh! but then, Foxrth- 
ly, (this is a deadly Thruft, and he 
crows as Conquerour) The Sadduces 
deny’d Angels too, as well as the Being 
Witches, and Devils; there can there- 
fore,nothing be inferred from their Nega- 
tive,in this Particular; Anfw. True 3 they 
deny’d both Amgels and Devils, and it 
was without doubt their great Error, that 
they did fo. And yet was it nos, poffibly, 
fo great an Error inthem, To deny the 
being of Permanent Angels ( this fome 
think is not foclear, evident, and con- 
vincingly deduced out of Asofes, withs 
out the Affiftance of fome other Scrip- 
tures; and the Sadduces acknowledged 
no Scriptures, Divine, but the Pentae 
teuch) asto deny The beizg of evil Spi- 
rits, or Devils; efpecialty, I If (as it ig 
faid ) there bein Atofes, (the Word oF 
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‘Mofes being the Word of God tothem} 


fuch a plain Word,as clearly fignifies De- 
vil, and Dealers with Devils. 2. Ifthere 
be fuch a ‘Law, fo plain in Mofes too, 
That he that ran mightread, and under: 
ftand it : (Sure Capital Laws ought to 
run in fuch plain Charatters, that the 
Crime and Pnnifhment might be éatelii- 
gible at firft fight ) againft {uch Dealers 
with Devils. 3. If the Pracife of Dea- 
jing with Devils, had been fo general a- 
mong the Fews, both in the fuperioy anid 
inferior People too. 4, If there were 
fuch a number of Demoniacks, or men 
poffeffed with Devils, at all times, in e- 
very corner of the Coxstry, throughout 
the Land of Fudea, and the Countries 
adjacent. And, 5. If there were fuch 
‘a ftanding, conftant, fettled courfe, ot- 
der, pratiice, exercife, ‘of Exor- 
tifts who could, and ufually did, caf- 
“out Devils, as eafily as an spe cracks 
“Nats. 6. If they could hear Devils talk, 
difcourfe, and dialogize within the pof- 
feffed Perfons, cry, roar, how], bellow, 
Acreetch, as they were difpofleffed, and 
could know them certainly to be Devils, 


| 

| 
by their unimitable tones, noyfes, fareck’, 
bamentations 5 as eafily as they could 
koow and diftinguifh 4 Lidn by his roa- 


and Incred.in Nat. ) 3 though the Demo- 


ting, from a Sheep, that could only bleat 


Call thefe gallant fine pretty Fopperies 


do Demonologers, predicate concerning 
their Devils). 7. If it were{o evidently 


clearto men of common fenf{e, Thatthey 


were indeed, and really, Dewils that were 
caft out ( the Exorcifis commanding the 
Devils to do fomerhing that might fen- 
fibly witnefs the Prefence of a Superna- 
tural Power, as Dottor M. C. 77. Cred. 


zologers have not givettus to underftand, 


asyet, of what fhape, form, figure, or 


color, thefe Devils were; or 


kind of tone, noyfe, fmell, 
touch, or tafiec, at. their Ejed¥ion they. 
yielded; or at what bole, or peffage be- = 
fore, or behind, theycameout,),; Then’: 
fay, it had been unlikely, very unlike- 


ly, and moft improbable, if nor altoge- 
ther impofiible, That the Sadduces (be- 
ing (uch Wife men, fomeof them, and 
fuch a confiderable number, that they 
might amount toa third, or, at leaft, to 
a fourth part of the People among the 
Sews, at moft times, for many fucceflive 
Generations; fhould have difbelieved 
the being of Witches, or Devils, though 


nY> | 


; 


‘they did deny the Exifiency of Angel. — 
Of: which they had not half fo ima-, 


t 


« 
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ny, or half fo good, Convincing Argy2 
ments. 
Te is almoft impoffible, to conceive, 
That there fhould bein Ezgland, a great 
number, as, at leaft, the third part of the. 
Kingdome, wife, difcreet, and intelli- 
gent Perfons, every other thing; yea 
and they AMagifrates, and Officers of Tuc 
fice, fome of them, very often, if not 
atall times, and ‘that for many Genera- 
tions paft, fucceflively ftill, and at this 
prefent too ; who fhould, (notwithftand- 
ing they knew the Laws, Cuffomes, and 
Statutes, of the Nation ( all written in 
plain Exglifh, and Intelligible Termes, 
againft Whores and Thieves); had heard 
“the Proofs, and thofe upon Oath, by ho- 
meft and fober men, brought againft; 
and had been prefent at the Volustary 
Confeffions, made by fuch Yarlets, of 
fuch their Villanies; had been informed 
by men of unqueftionable Credit, That 
there were not only, fome bafe People, 
but alfo Perfozs, Eminent in 4xtbority, 
who practifed themfelves, invited, and 
-Countenanced others to, and in thefe 
Villaniess nay, had feen as much with 
‘their own Eyes, as could be fworne a- 
-gainft, or confeft, by fuch Varlets 5 and 
« had feen their:Execution, &c: I fay, 3s 


} 
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ble, to conceive, That there fhould 
be fuch a Race of men, for fo many Ge 
nerations together, who being fully in- 
formed thus, of the Practices of fuch 
Rogues) thould believe, That there, nor 
are, noreéver were, nor canbe, any fuch 
Perfons, as Thieves or Whores in Eug- 
land ? Is it poffible to conceive this? 
Suppofe we, That there was once one 
Anaxagoras, a fingular, Self-conceited 
Fanciful, Wilful, and Paradoxical Fel- 
low’in the World, who would not, of 
could ‘not believe, That the Szow was 
White, pretended; yet, That 
there fhould be a Race, a Generdtion,-an 
Innumerable Conpany ot Mex; that for 
many Ages, One after another, Succeffzve- 
ly, fhould difbelieve matters of Fatt, fo 
openly, notorioufly, convincingly, atte. 
fted to them, by oth, Confelfeon, Fu- 
dicial Séntences, ‘by their own Ocular 
Vifion, auricular Hearing, and by the 
Attestation and Deteftation of their God, 
(whom they think it a pzacle to difbelieve) 
is nor at ajl,in ‘any fort, to be thought 
‘Credible. “Men cannot believe, or dif- 
believe, they pleafe, efpecially 
jin fitch | ‘things as come under Senfe. 
When the Sa» fhines, men, efpecially 
menin their ‘and that have ascleae 


Pye, 
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Eyes, and Ingenies, as any other men, 
cannot but believe that it fhineth: And 
truly it was as evident, as that the saz 
Ahines at Noon-day, That there were 
Witches, and evil Spirits, ( that enabled 
thofe Witches ) if it be true what the De- 
monologers {ay of Witches; among the 
Jews. And therefore either the Saddy- 
-ces didnot, yea could not, poflibly, 
believe Witchcraft (which is abfolutely 
falfe); or elfe Demoxologers invent, fug- 
geft, andobtrude, maby grofs, ground: 
lef{s, monftrows, and incredible Lies, up- 
on the People, ( which is undoubtedly a 
Truth ), The Argumext drawn from the 
| Opinion Of the Sadduces is unanfwerable, 
by all che Demonologers in Chriitendome, 
(and I think there are very few without 
the Compafs of that Circle) if they 
-will ftand ingenuoufly to their own Pof- 
‘tions, totheit Principles, Comments, of 
| ‘ Enterpretations; and not ule Witchcraft 
indeed, thatis, Tergiverfations, Subter- 
| 


\fuges, and Cheating Evafions, 

5. Tothat which is faid by the Deba- 
That the Scripture- Witches ated 
| | Openly, our Suppofed - Witches but in the 
| dark, \t is remooted, indeed; There 
q _ ‘Was a Law among the Jewr, by which 
Witches, i, e. Perfons that aifed by the 
Devil, 
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Devil, were to be punifhed with Death. 
Anfw. But this refts yet to be proved- 
2. That that Law was repeated more thaz 
once, that is often. 4nfw. This is noe 
at all made to appear, nor can it appear 3° 
The Law meant, nodoubf, isthat, Fx: 
22.18. but much miftaken in the Ivter- 
pretation; and never any where elfe at 
all repeated, that Ican find. There is 
indeed, Lev. 20. 27. another Law for 
the petting to death of the Shoel. Ob, 
andthe \ddeoni; that's, (as our Tranf- 
lation) Thofe that have Familiar Spirits, 
and Wizzards. But that doth no more 
prove, That the Lawagaint{t the 
phim is more than once repeated, than ifa 
man fhould fay, Becaufe there is one 
Law, in England and nomore but one; 
and thatone but once mentioned, That 
the Capuchins fhould be put to death; 
but another, That the thould 
be put to déath too: That, therefore; 
there be more Laws in England than one, 
and that one'twice at leaft repeated, for 
the deftroying of the Capachins: The 
Capnchins no more deferting from the 
Fefuites, than the Gafbaphim) did from 
the Shoel. 0b andthe Iddeoni. 3. Ma 
my were put to death by that Law, - for 
ating against it, Anfw. But 


ve 
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ver be proved, this,of many ; nay nor that. 
fo much asone man ever acted, or was 
deftroyed among the Fews, for adting by 
a. Power derived from the Devil upon 
Compact. What-ever befotted Rabbins, 
and Rabbinistical men prate, I know 
not, I pafsnor, Icarenot; There is no 
Textforit. 4. They acted this Villainy 


clofelythen, as now, as’tis faid of fome 


of them. Az. 1. But this isnot prov’d,ex- 
cept it be by aconfident 9#eftion, [Who 
can believe otherwife?] Kings, Queens, 
Princes, Priefts, Philofopbers, &c. acted 
it openly 5 there could, therefore, doubt- 
lefs,have been no great danger; then, at 
leaft, when. thofe fo openly acted 
had the Jzferiours it fotoo. 2. If 
they acted it foclofely, How were they 
then found out, or difcovered >? There 
was nO Inquifition. then eftablifh’d; 
There were no Witch- finders, nor, much- 
lefS, Witch- makers, among the People, 
then, as there are now; and fome of 
them fage Philofopbers, learned Critichs, 
and great Divines. 6. The Argument, 
That the Opinion of Witchcraft is Dero- 
getory to God's Honours as fetting up. 


many Gods is finbber'd over, mith that. 


weak, ily if Evafiou, 
iz. Geas 


Permiffion in re{pect of Devils3 
and 
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and the Paffage ix Job brought in, to 
Countenance it. But to reply tothis, in 
fhort; The Devil, with all his Devil- 
Ship, though God give him Rope enough, 
as much as he can with, cannot poffibly 
do thole Works, whichhe Attributes to 


him, as being Aas properly belonging 


to God, as God; and for the Interpreta- 
tion, that he brings, wiz. That the Mef- 
fengers were Incarmate Devils, The 
beans, and the Chaldeans, were men 
Poffeffed with Devils, or fo many De- 
vils inrhe fhape of men 3 it is doubtlefs 
fo grofs a Wildnefs, that the moft blind- 
ly-Obedient Papists, or Paynims, befot- 
tedly credulous, would be much puzled 
to give any Credit toit. Truly, he might 


as well have brought inthe Wildes? Tales 


of Apaleins in his Golden Afs; or the 
Legends of thofe Coxventiclers, in the 
Second Council of NICE, or the Mon- 
ftrous Figwsents of thofe long, gray-bear- 
ded Fellows, that Luciax mentions, in 


his Philopfendens. ( Apuleius was agyeat 


Platonist the Nicene men, grave Seég- 
niowrs, and the others Eminent Philof 
phers, of the moft predicated sed@s, 
throughout the whole World.) Could a- 


 nyofthefelye? And yet all theleasCre- 
ible, as the Wild Coxceits of the | 
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ned man/here. Oh! but Seventh/y, Men 
generally, yea Phyfitians and Natural- 
lifts; and the beft ( who are beft ablero 
jadg ) have concluded, There are Witch- 
es. Anfw. As great Naturallists, .Phy- 
fitians, and Philofophers too 5 yea, whale 
Schools, Colledges, Profeffions ,..geds, 
(oot fingle Perfons'only ) have thought 
the contrary, and, that upon better 
Gfounds;. This I have fhewed already 
in feveral places fufficiently. Nay, out 
Eearned Antagonift himfelf, even here 
too, tells us; Thatnot only feveral Nae 
turallifts, and expert Phyfitians én par- 
ticular, but the Arabs generally (who 
wereas great Naturallifis, and Phyfttis. 
ans aseverany part of the World, could 
boatt of ) bave denyed Witches. Yea 
I believe there aré within this Kingdome, 
at this very prefent time, a confiderable 
number of Excellent Phy|itians (and ere 
can cometo be Excellent. Phy /itians, 
they mutt be good Philofaphers, and Ex- . 
perimental Naturallifts, firft)) that. will 
‘count it Scandal, to have it reported of 
‘them, ' That~they ever (at Jeaft . 
they came to. their Acme, io.that 
“noble Profelfion) fo puzled -in “py 
eafe, asthat'theycould not find. out, | 
“at leaftguefs atthe. canes; Nature, 


| 
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Symtoms of it; andall as Natsral; yea; 
and prefcribe hopeful Asethods; Indica- 
tions, Courfes, and Means, (the Dif- 
eafe being Naturally curable, and Ap 
plication feafonably made): without fly- 
ing to thac abfurd: Afylum of Ignorance; 
Lazinefs, Superftition, or € pofiibly 
thing worle) Witchery,or Poffef> 
The laft Attempt againft the Ingeni= 
ous and Ingenuous Debater,is,- A joyning 
with the Papif?s ( whofe Intere is much 
concern’d, and moft of their Superftitions 
upheld, by this Doctrine of Devils,) to 
mutilate, and circumcife that Antiend 
Councilof Ancyra; and not that Council 
Only, but all ocher Councils elfe, befides; 
according to his Reafonings:: For, faith 
he,. In thefe Cohedions that is. of 
the Councils.in general ) different Pees 
ces, of different Times, and Authors, are 
patch'd up togethers and that this 9 fure 
enongh, is acknowledged hy al men. But 
if icbe thus, What Efteem or..Credit. 
thereto be yielded; by any map; 
ny. of thofe Or Councils, now 
extant >? Men, atleaft, may cit of 
what Colops they.will, atanytime;when 
apy things in thofe Cowncilrmiakeagainlt 
their purpofe.; We mutt 


4 
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the Stoicks; &c. If we take this Libivt 


(Of the Axeyran Conncil be a 
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anew geseral Council, meerly to make 
up an Index Expurgatorius, that we 
may know, what Canoxs, Paragraphs, or 
Claufes of Canons, are Genuine, and 
what Spariow. Delrio, and Baronins, 
were, I confels, Learned men; and our 
Reverend Dodor, as Learned; yea,I 
think more Learned than either, orboth 
of them: And yet, fince all Three but 
Demonologifts,they muft(unlefs they give 
better Reafons for their Defalcations of 


- Coxncils; than yet they have) pardon 


me, if I diffent from them... Ic is: confi- 
derable, .what this Learned man'flaye 
himfelf, in anfwer unto who 
pretended, That the Writings of Epicw- 
rus were falfifyed, and interpolated 


faith he) we fhall know, what ti 
of any mean, what hemaintained,’ or 
believed, by bis Writings; what Plato, 
what Ariftotle, what amy Fathers, or He- 
reticks, if it will ferve, to fay, Thefe 
Writings are Spurious, Adulterated, and 
Corrupted. Cred. and incred, ix things 
Civil. pag.108, Apply this to the Coan- 
cils, and what can any! man know 
Canons made by, orinthem? Befides, 
I would-willingly: know (if this paflage 
Spursom 

Inter® 
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Interpolation, or an Adulteroys Additi, 
on). Who were, who poilibly could. be 
the Authors of this Knuavery ¢, Net the 
Papifts without doubt, either by their 
own 4G or Coxnivance; (for this ivter- 
polated Paffage, as ‘cis called, makes 
again(t their superstitiom much); and 
if.not by them, then was it before any 
Cheats of theirs in this kind were ever 
ventred on: And contequently the 
fage mult need be antient and fo 
ought to be reverenced for its great 4y- 
tiguity, as being, probably, as antievt, as 
that very Council, or rather (which is 
more probable ) a gexuine Canoz of its 
Not that think, That every thing which 
we find faggetted up together, by the 
Collectors ot Councils, under that Apo- 
facy, (which almoft over-whelmed the 

hole Chrifiian World must prefencly 
be received as Caxonical. »:No, no: 
Thus might we: {wallow thergreateft 
Gobbets of Supetftition, inftead of the 
fatteft and fweeteft: Viends the Gofpet 
propofeth... we well weigh, 
confider,. and all things, du- 
Jy: obferving. the» eseafions, why 5. the 
times, whens ;andby whom 5 the Coxza- 
cils were called..: What the F etbersiwere 


ws 
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Hiftortans of thofe timésrecord ; What 
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Opinions were then rife, frequent, and 
mott predominant 5 TWh 

phrafe, fiyle, or manner of Speaking or 
Writing, which was thought belt to be- 
fic the Gravity of Councils, at that time, 
ec. Thus, no doubt, may we eafily 
know the Spuriows from the Genuine, 
feparate the Preciows from the Vile; and 
by fuch obfervations we may eafily find, 
That this Cazoz or Paragraph of the 
Ancyran Council mentioned, was Ge- 
nuine and Legitimate. Toend allthis, 
That the Learned man intended, rather 
to cavil with the Fudiciows Debater, than 
to fettle hisown ({uppofed true) Opinion 
( though indeed a grofs Error), 1s ¢vi- 
dent by that which hath been faid; and 
yet may appear farther from his {nap- 
ping at the word I#genions, inftead of 
Ingenuous, which might be the miftake 
of the Trans{criber, or of the Preffe, 
but error Penna, in the Debater3 or, 
might be,he had a mind to commend Del- 


hat was the © 


a vio for his Ingeny or Wit, not his Afode- 
fly. Isthisa Candor, befitting the Gra- 
vity of fuch a Reverend. Divine? But, 
poilibly, the Learned man had a mind 
‘to the Quibble of a {mall Critct{m, 10 
a this paffage and then He muft ‘be eer 
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ed, 1. To have his Yagary. 2. Inthat 
he undervalueth, or rather traduceth, the 
Debater, for a {mall Lévguift, and a 
fmaller Hifforian ; and yet he fheweth as 
much {kill in the Lazguages, as was need- 
ful for his purpofe; and asmuch 4zthen- 
tick Hiftory, as poflibly could be expe- 
Ged, upon the occafion. 3. Had hea 
mind to it, or the occafion required it, 
he could, I doubt not, havefhown much 
more: but he was not for extravagant 
Rambles, as moft Criticks are; Vain- 
glorioufly to offentate their great Read- 
ing, and fubtile Conjedures, upon {mall, 
Orno occafions, 4. But might not this 
be the Meaning ? He was not acquainted 
with, nor fo Credulous of Legexds, Win- 
ter-Tales, and Aon ftrows Fables, (fallly 
called Hiffory)) as others are, And 
yet had he thewed lefs both of His¥ory, 
and Lawguage, it were nothing to pur- 
pofe. He hath (hewn fo much folid Rea- 
fon, and real Chriftiaxity, for the fetling 
of a Truth neceffary to be fetled; for 
the upholding of Chris#s Honours that 
all the Demo#ologists except by Snaps, 
and Szarls, will never be able to aniwer, 
But let ic be fuppofed, That he was fo 
{mattering a Livguift, and diminntive 
Historian, Why then, it follows (the 

a N 3 Us: 
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Unmatchablene{s of his Antagonift being 
confidered) that Magna eft veritas, 
prevalet, Chrift gives the Sticklers 
for His Truths, (though but Bakes ) fuck 
Wifdome, and Irrefiftible Power, thatal\ 
the Wit, Subtilty, and. Learning, of their 
(nottofay His) Adverfaries hall never 
be able to anfwer. His Streugth is made 
manifeft in Weaknefs. It will be but 
great Weaknefs, To infult upon the 
Weaknefs of the Opponent, fince this Cafe 
18 Chrift’s, whois Irrefiftibly Strong. 


| 


CHAP, 


Some other Arguments, brought for 
the Proof of Witchcraft, 
réde 
Glace the finihing of that above, [have 
/ with. much ado, gotten another 
$00k, (Cited in the Former) called, 
Credulity, and Incredulity in Naturalss 
a5 the was, InSpirituals, in Di- 
prdtecutes the. Bafinels of Witch- 
.dinethly,,-and atlarge; tanquam 
5\in which, indeed, I 
nd Reading; “ranch Learnings — 
much 
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much Piety; but as much, or more, of 
Credulity, than of allthereft. The Proofs 
for the Author's Opinion are many Stories, 
and fome few Reafons, but no Texts of 
Scripture; at leaft, none that he dares 
truft unto. It were endlefs to. go over 
all, and needlef: too; fince [have alrea- 
dy anfwered the chief Subfiantial, and 
Vital Parts of all his Reafous, Tales, and 
Texts. And yet, fince the Author isa 
Perfon whom I juftly honour, for many 
Excellent Endowments; as his great 
Learning, Piety, Loyalty, and Sinceri-- 
ty; Icannot chufe (left Ifhould feem 
to flight him) but fay fomething to 
fome of his Propofals. The firlt Story 
he brings for the Proof of Witchcraft, or 
Supernatural Operations by Devils, is ta- 
ken out of Boden. pag. 32,33- Anfw. 1. 
Boden, as rhave thewed, is a Sx/{pitious 
Author, as to this bufinels; and our 
Learned man gives ground enough, for 
the confirmation ot this Su/pition, pag. 
169, &c. 2. Men of Bodin’s Religion, 
have not been very dainty, in abftaining 
from fuch Witchcraft as thisis, viz. 
When t hey could not confutetheir Azta- 
gonifts alive, to blaze abroad, That at 
their Death, ox alittle before, they Ae- 
ganted, forfooth. Thus many 
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extiows, atid Invincible Proteftants, that _ 
oppofed~ their Superstition till Death, 
have been {candaled, That at, in, or a 
little before Death, they Apoftitated un- 
#o Popery. They of the fame Super fti- 
tiow, will not be backward, To ufethe 
fame 4rtifices, for che fame Ends, &e. 
3. The Phy fitian might himfelf (feeing 

Bodin fo much bewitch’t with that wild 
conceit of Witchcraft) tell him this Sto. 
ry in a Jeer, to make him Ridiculous, 
Witty Kzaves have ufed fuch kind of 
waggerics, Did not Jobs Pipix put fach 
atrickupon his Friend, Anthony Mizal- 
dw, and many other Learned men of 
France? Gredul. and Incredul. in Natu- 
vals. pag.175. But 4. Ifay, befides all 
this, if Spiraculum celle may be taken 
for the Breathing or Puffing up ofa 
Blast of Wind from the bottom of the 
Cellar, (as, for ought I know, it may, 7 
have not Bedins Book ) then this ftory is 
but meer Wind. But J mutt take the 
Story at the worft, at thefecond, or per- 
adventure at the third Or fourth hand, as 
‘itis framed for the bufinef : Therelation 
fpeakes of Digging and Breaking of the 
Earth in a-Vanlt, or Cellar, where the 
Pretéended Hobgoblins feemed to be 
frequent, ‘and troublefome, (itis called, 


Haunting ) 
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Hauuting). Upon the: Digging of the 
Earth, there was a kind of Whirl. vind, 
which afcending up from the bottom of 
_ the.ceZar, put out the Candles, battered 
down part of a Neighbouring Houfe, the 
Chimney, and Porch of the {ame Houfe ; 
and (which is moft notorioufly confide- 
fable, asa part of a Supereaiural Opera- 
tion by a Devil) brake a Stome- Pitcher, 
and a VVater- Pot, which a Woman was 
then carrying. This is the Sum of the 
Story, except afew Flowrifiesto fet out 
the Accident, as athing miraculous, if 
poflible. But what need men go toa 
Devil, for the anfwering of all this? 7 
will not fay,. There is CoxtradiGion in 
the Story; but i¢ feems to clafh with ie 
felf: whenthe Womancarryed her Wa- 
ter-Pot, through the Sireets, ‘tis pro. 
bable, twas Day-light; but yet it feems 
to be Night, when they were forc’d to 
ule Candle-licht, in their Digging, 
But rpafs this, and fay, Wiad, when 
pent up in fome clofe Varlt, Hole, Cave, 
or Cavern, under a Cellar, may, nay 
muft, make, ordinarily, fome. great 
noyfe, and caufe Shaking ( making the 
Candles fometimes give a Trewulous 
Light ) of the Earth, there-abouts, as 
js. mofk notorioufly known in £arth- 


qu akes 
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quakes. But when the Wind infuch anlts 
inclofed, gets it felf a lietle' went once, 
itis hurried with an Ivpetuows Forces 0 
ver-turning all things, that’ ftand in*its 
way, untill ie get it felf into the open 
free Ayre. Where was the Miracle? 
Wasit, That the Hoxfe was never haun- 
ted, afterwards, by Devils 2 Nor wasit 
before. But, the Wind getting out, the 
noyfe or fhaking of the Earth, or what 
ever elfe feemed troublefome, vant 
fhed with a Powder: Or was this the 
Jett? The Devil could not get up out of 
the bottom of the Cedar, until the ground 
was broken for him, to let him out. Oh 
pitiful poor impotent Goblin! Had it 
been one of thofe Omnipotent Devils, 
Cour Demonologifts dream of ) it might 
have gotten out fooner, no doubt, if it 
would, before the Digging 5 or after the 
Digging utight have ftaid there ftill, not- 
with{tanding the Digging: And yet che 
Digging it was, it feems, that lec the 
Devil loofe, from that Prifon, where he 
Was (whether he would or no} irreme- 
diably confin’d; and damn’d; but that 
abold Phy fitian, upon the confidence 
hehad of athéating Gypfie, ventered to 
digg there." But I wonder [hear of no 
mifchief ‘that befel the Phyfitian, the 

young 


> 


The Grand Apostacy. 187 


young Girle, Boy, or Fugter.. Devils; 
when Conjured, ufe nottomarch off, fo 
innocently, but that they leave fome 
mark, or at leaft filthy Hinch of Brim- 
Stone, on the AGors abour him. But 
truly it feems, This was a good houe# 
grateful Devil (if Per-impoflible a De- 
vil) : One that was glad he was fnapr, 
and cherefore could not find in his heart, 
tohurt his Deliverer, or any pexfonw that 
any way contributed to his Deliverance, 
But as forthe Chimncy and Battellwents, 
that hindered his E/fcape, or ob{tru@ed 
his Paffage, he (1 mean the Turbulent 
Wizd, from the Concavity of theCeZar ) 
executed his Wrath upon them at full: 
And for the Nail of the Boy, and the 
Girle, that wasthe Seer, it agreeth well 
with that Stove, and Mirroxr, which that 
Gipfie Kelly, in Dottor Dee, ufed to 
cheat Fools withall. This is the full 
Substance of the Story. Speatum ad- 
rifum, &c? feems to metobea 


very ridiculous Winter-T. ale, & fuchare, — 


if well examined, all the reft, that are 
brought by Demozologers,to fortifie their 

The firlt Argument is, gene? 
ris bumani, or The Univerfal Con {ent of 
Mankind (alarge Word ) for his op 
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on, This isthe great and grand Topick 
of the Demonologists. But 1 have al- 
ready, inanother place, anfwered more 
than all that, that is here faid, amounts 
unto ; by fhewing, firft, That rhere never 
was for fome Thoufand of Tears any fuch 
Conceit, muchlefs gexeral Confent of 
man-kind, nor ever fince, for Witchcraft; 
nor, if therehad been, was it a fufficl- 
ent Argument to prove the truth of the 
Opinion, by in{taneing in.a foppery, that 
hath as generally been received (and 
more) as this Opinion of. Witchcraft; 
and yet no Reality, or Truth, in the 
Figment atall. {hall add another,T hat 
every map may be doubly provided, for 
the baflling of this Objejon, when ever 
they meet with ir5 An i#/ffaxce itis, of 
athing (if any fuch thing there be, or 
were) that came under the Dijudication 
of Senxfe, and yet nothing but Fidion, 
and Cheat in it, though generally believ- 
ed, asde fide: Imeéan the Asgracles and 
Wonders that are, & have been, reported, 
to have been done,at the Tombs, Dormito- 
vies, & Sepulchers or before the Shrines, 
“Images, and Pictures of Saints, and Mare 
tyrss or by their Keliques, as by the Arm, 
Legg, Foot, Head, Hand, {mall Fingers 

or Toe, &c. by the Nails, Hair; 
uc 
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fuch Excremests, &c. Yea, but the Caf 
Clouts, Tottered Rags, and Old Shoos, 
of Saints. Oh! What Volumes? what 
Cart-loads ? what Dung-hills of Legends, 
to this purpofe, and all for many hundred 
Years believed, all Christendome over, 
which then (when thefe A/iracles came 
in Vogue) was the greateft and beft in- 
habited part of the-chen known World; 
the moft part of Europe, A fia, and Africa, 
refounded with them, (and now yettoo- 
taking in America)? That Extent is 
not any way leffened, And all thefe ob- 
truded upon, and believed by, Cérifi- 


ans, as unquestionable Truths, as trueas 


Gofpel,yeaand truertoo. For, for thefe 
Things lake was the Gofpel laid alide, the 
Reading of ## fuperfeded, yea forbid- 
den, and thé Legends brought in, tobe 
read inChurches,and Rreached out of the 
Pulpits, as‘more true, more edifying, 
and for the: fetting forth of God's 
Glory »-And; which was mote, Their 
Shrives,Chappels, or Temples, fo enrich: 
ed with Gifts; Prefemts; and oblations, 
That King’s! Exchequer, 
could not icountervailthe Wealth of one 
of them’: Nay though’ the fuppofed 
Saint; were not, Gen tinm, but 


as 
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or @Traytor, as Thomas 2 Becket; whofe 
Monument wasi{orichin Jewels of 
flimable Value, That two great Chess | 
were filled with the Spogls thereof; So 
heavy, and fo capacious, That no fewer 
than eight..men. were needful. to. car- 
ry cachot themoutof the Church. Thus 
one records it:, Another, .thus,. These: 
were no lefs than T wenty- fix Wain-Loads 
of Gold, Silver, and Pretious-ftones found 
in it: And (which was thoufand 
times worfe «and more), There were 
fome-times, an Hundred Thoufand Wor, 
Shippers, Cupon,the account of the 
racles fained of him ) attendipg at, his 
Ghappel: And yet. none of thefle 
cles true: ne; none of them: not fp 
muchas Ove; thoughavered, attelted, 
and {worn, by.many Reverend, . Holy, 
and Religious Fryars, Adonksjand other 
Shavelings, Of. unque flionable. Sincerty, 
among the People. and therefore gene: 
rally believed. For, it isincredible, That 
the moft Wife God, thould. exfert: the 
Power of His Omuipotency, for the 
vancing of the Hovour of Dead-wen, of 
Wicked-men, of Abominable Reprobatery 
(fome of them) fo high as-that theif 
Skeletons, Dead. bones, and Excrements3 
their: Ghairs, and €hajns,; yea their Ca fi- 
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Clouts, Rotter Rags, and Old Shoos, 
fhould work fuch Asiracles; when he ne- 
ver honoured the Perfons, while alive, 
with any fuch Miraculows Power: Ef{pe- 
cially, fince'thele pretended Miracles, 
did in their very zatwre, and texdency, 
tend dire@ly tothe bringing in of Super- 
ftition, Idolatry, and the fhameful un- 
dervaluing of the Miracles, and Won- 
ders, wrought by the great God, and His 
Blefled Son Fefws, as the very Pretence 
actually did... Now, that Imay extend 
the Credulity of this Dream, to as vat 
Limits, as any Dewonologer. can extend 
the conceit of Witchcraft, ladd, That 
all this i#fatuated’ comceit concerning 
{uch Adiracles, was butameer Relickg, 
or Apifh-imitatzon ot Pagan. Dreams, and 
Heathenifh Ad to their 
anticnt Heroes. demt-Gods,0% Demons.Did 
theynor.all af them,.asifar-as Paganifm 
extended,(and that was far ertough ) tan- 
gy and believe Afiraclesjatid Wonders, to 
have been done-by thofe whom they ac- 
counted Hersick Perfons, ‘Be; had deify’d 
after Desth)fortheir Galan 
Glorions Aits, done by themwhen 
plive is, That we bear 
Mars, fund, (Pala; les; Bacchi, 


* 
a 


| 


192 ‘The Doétrine of Devils: Or, 
Caftor, Pollux, yea Romulus, and 4: 
polloniws. other Countries they had 
other Names, Termes, and Titles, for their 
Devil-Gods; but the fame S#per stitiom, 
and befotted Credulity of believing mi 
racles done by them, after their depur- 
ture hence, to their own places. And 
this, As at other places, often 5 So, at theit 
Shrines, beforetheir Images, or Pitures 
in their Temples, moft frequently, where 
the Priests refided; who were (indeed) 
the Perfows, that did the Feats, and had 
Face and Knavery enough, to venter up: 
on the Juggle of a Miracle, That they. 
might continueto receive the Rich Pre- 
fents, and Oblations, -which made up 
Treafuries {ohugely vaft, as is almoftin- 
credible, as appears by thofe huge 12//es 
of Wealth, belonging to fupiter 
mon’s, and: Apollo's Temple at:Delphos. 
Who was the Asthor, or Inventor of 
thofe Prodigious Rowances, C but moft 
Mon itrous Fiitions) it matters not 
much; but when once fuch ‘wild Figé 
ments Were publifhed abroad, concerning 
one of their sdols,: ia one place That 
he, orit, ‘had done fuch and fuch Featy 
there was a aiid 
Invention of the like Fabled, 
throughout the Pagan. Waild, -Thefe 
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foin this place muft invent too fome 
ftrange things, in honour of their Zdol, 
as well as others had of theirs tn another 
place. Andthusitwentround. Nay, 
the Aahometans too, (though but Up- 
ftarts, in refpett of the former Super- 
(titionists), (neakingly creeping into 
the World, but of Jate, when one would 
have expected, That afterthe Dete &- 
on Offo many K~zaveries in this kind, 
throughout the World, every-where, 
man-kind fhould have been grown wis 
fer; yet think this a wotable politick 
Trick too, to draw in Difciples to the 
entertainment of their Alchoraz: And 
therefore they report of great and 
{trange Miracles done cand thefe muft 
too be believed by every Asa //ulwan, 
upon pain of fome moft feartul wif- 
chief) not only by Azahomet, when a- 
lives or at AZecca and Medina- Tal-nue 
by (where his Tombe is faid to hang 
moft miraculoufly to this day) but at 
other places alfo, many are now, 
{till, daily done by their Syefs, and their 
other pretending Religionis#s; but re- 
ally Hypocritical Impoffors. Now, put 
allthis together; the Dreatis of Tarks, 
Pagans, Chriftians, all of them ina , 
fort, (except fome few Prote/lants ot 

late; 
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Fate, and fome honeft men of o/dy{ 


The Congelation of Words inthe 
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might have added the modern Fews and 


“Perfees 200.) concerning Afiracles, pre- 


tended tobe done by their dead Saints, 
are, and have been fo generally receiv. 
ed, entertained, and believed,’ as a 
point of Faith too; that it may beac. 
counted Confen{us humani generis, as 
well, at leaft, as this Dream of Witch. 
craft, and better too: this being not 
Ralf fo generally received as that. And 
yet as in that; fo,in this,nothing butFan- 
‘ties, Lyes, Fables, Fidions, Dela fions, 


Cheats, Impofiures, &c. Nothing of 


Truth; nothing of Reality; nothing of 
likely-hood, in citherofthem. Truly, 
thefe three, Purgatory, Witchcraft, and 
the Miracles done by Dead - men, (1 
mean not apy of thofe recorded in Scrip- 
tures, Aone by the zxtervention of the 
Omnipotent, cither mediately or imme. 
diately) and by their Images, Pictures, 
Statues, Skeletons, or Religues, -may 
jultly be yoaked together, with the F# 
bleot the Phenix’s, rifing again out of 
her. own Afhes, when fhe hath burned 
herfelf,;' The Uninhabitablenefs of the 
middle Zone; The Sufpenfion of Me 
homet’s Tombe in the Ayr, by Gimme: 
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Northern to be Articulately: 
heard again, in the next Thaw, at the 
return of the Year; The: Singing of 
Swans before their Deaths The Melo=? 
dy of Sirenes; The Mer-Afdids halt. 
Flethy Women, & half Fithy Serpestss with) 
many many more fuch Jwcredible 
ons: fitly to be placed in the winetcenth: 
Predicament, among Non- Entities, and» 
Ghymera’s; \f not inthe Twentyeth, 
mong there -being 
Truth, or likely-hood of Trath, in any of. 
Thenext Quibble (becaufeit is fuchy 
a pretty one ) may not be omitted 3. It’s. 

this: Mr. Scot’s Foresname, (theChief. 
and Firlt Anti-demonologist, ofthis Nas”. 
tion at lea ft) begizis with Reginald} 
but there was a Learned Dofor’s Sir@: 


name, that began. with that fame Ler? 


ter too, [ Rayzolds,torfooth };5 who was) 
of a contrary Opizionto Reginald; (bur: 
{ure never confueed him. ) Free, Regi- 
mult be fuppofed a welb as 
a $cot, Oh gallant! as the 
row goeth ramble the Ramble; :f0 
ter Sherk owes.me Five (hillings. To, 
that of Wind,Szow, Hail, Rain, &e: the 
Keepers, Sellers, and Stillers; ot theley 
with the 7a/es to that purpofe, 
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general; forthe Subftance, I have faid 
enough; no need of adding any more, 
here. And for A/agical Statues, made 
toconjure Mice, Rats, Serpents, Cro- 
codiles, &c. (fay, If any fuch Effeds 
(as are pretended) followed from fuch 
things (which I much doubt of ) attri- 
buted they muft be, no doubt, ‘to Na- 
tural Caufess finceallthe statues, Pal- 
ladiums, Tellef{mans, and the like, 
are fuppofed to be made, ‘by the art of 
Aftrology, whichis a meer Natural Scie, 
ence. For,the Magical seals, &c. where- 
by men might be preferved shot.free, 
and confequently Stick-free, Cane-free, 
Spurn-free, Kick free: The Anfwer is 
ready 5 itis fo Incredible a comceit, that 
it needs no Anfwers unlefs it be that we 
may grant, T hey have as much Power to 
fecure Men, as Agnus det, Confecrated-.. 
Banners, Hallowed Swords, have to, 
procure Viifory, and to make men in- 
vincible, But, for fofephys's Herb 
Baaras, fo excellent, forfooth, for the 
Difpoffeffing of Devils; though enough 
hath been faid in another place, forthe 
general: And though our Reverend 
Opponent, himfelf, doth anfwer this, his 
Own Objection, in Particular, fufficient- 
ly, pag. 76,97: Yet, willladda word 
OF 
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ortwo more here: In the Parifh wherel 
now live, there were, in my time, Seven 
Women inone Morning, that were cu- 
red of their Hyfterical Fits, meerly by 
{melling toa Bottel of Water, compoun- 
ded by a Praétitioner in Phy fick, forthat 
Infirmity. In this Difeafe, as alfo in 
the Epilepfie, it was fuppofed of o/d, 
That there was zi fomeSupernatural 
Operation though now both be acknow- 
ledged meerly Natural. Now, if Fofe- 
phws’s Phyfitian, bythe Application of 
his Baaras, (which is reckoned to be 
no other, thanthe fingle Pzony 5 but ac- 
knowledged to be of fingular Virtue a- 
gain{t the Epilep or Falling-Sicknefs) 
did cure the Ditieafes (as he that by his 
Bottle cured the Hysterical Women, or 
peradventure did but avert the Parox- 
yfm). What wonderin it? What more 
than Natural ¢ And though our Phsf- 
tians do not, now, abfolutely cure thar 
infirmity, by the application (meerly) 
of that Herb, whether Seed, Root, Leaf, 
yet reckon they irof {pecial Viriwe, for 
chat purpofe, Thé Epileptical Fits may 
-be ftronger, or the Piony not fo excel- 
lent, for Virtwe, in this, as in that Cli- 
mate. But this withoue doubt, if the 
Phy fitian by Baaras, of 
3 


The Doctrine of Devils: Or, 
ny, cur’d men of the Epilepfie, or but 
{topt or averted the Violence of the Fit, 
jt was but a Natural means he ufed; 
and therefore, but a Nata#ral Difeafe 
that wascured: No Devil caft out, but 
only an infirmity, removed, as in ano- 
ther place more fully, [add but this, 
The Cure of the Epilepfie, by Baaras or 
Piony, was by Fofephws, and othersat, 
before, and after, his time accounted, » 
a\Difpoffefiing of Devils: But what was. 
then or could be the Poffefling of De- 
wils, buc the Sicknefs of the Epilepfie, or 
tome fuch kind of Difeafe ? Imight have 
added, That Fofephws is fufpe@ed to 
be too large, tometimes, in the Com- 
mendations of his own Country - men, 
and of others alfo, to whom he barea- 
ny {pecial Affection: but this needs not. 
here beadded 5 enough hath been faid 
to take off the utmoft Vexom, that can 
be imagined,, in this Objection. 
Our Learned Opponent infifts much 
upon Charms, for the Proof of Witch- 
craft; and would needs prove by Tale 
upon Tale, That Charms, if theyhave | 
any Operation at muft needs haveit, 
from the Intervention and Afliftance of 
the Devil. <Azfw. 1. Yet he himfelf 
grants, Toat it hath an old and fa- 
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mows Question, Whether there be not of, 


in, and by Charms themfelves fome Ope- 
rations £ pag.100: 2ly, he cites many 
Authors,. Modern and Antient; and a- 


the reft Galen too; whole Opini- 


om he values very much; who afcribes 
Virtue to them, pag. 100, IOI, 102. 
3ly. He allows of Natural and Speci- 
phick Operations; but then, That words 
hould not fometimes, upon fome 


things, efpecially living and fenfible. 


Creatures; havefome Specifick Opera- 
tions, ishardtofay. 4. He juftifieth the 
Truth of chat Fable of Arion, and the 
Dolphin's Delight in Mufick, and in 
thename Simones, or the Sound: Bur, 
Why then may not Beafts and Birds, 
Catts, Ratts, Doggs, Serpents, &c. de- 
light in fome kind of Sounds, Tones, 


Tunes, Whiftling, &c. and yet deteft, 


abominate, and run from others? Ie 
might therefore be but a Natural In- 


cantation, which Jobs Young, andfome 


others might ufe: Ameer Feat or Trick 
of Art, thatthey had gotten, To call 
and calm, To ftir up, and {till again, 
To draw to, and fright from them, 


Beafts,,Birds, and thelike. It isanun- 


grounded word to fay, ‘Twas Diaboli- 
cal Magick. 5. Ihave fhewed That. 
O 4 
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there might be fometimes, from fome 
perfons, upon eafie and impreflible /pi- 
rits; fome Effeds wrought by meer. 
Words, and Natural Charms. 6. \read. 
ofakindof Bird, that is taken by Criz- 
ges, and Complements, or certain poppet+ 
Motions ot the Body: at Schelling tooin 
Holland, they ulually catch (as ’tis faid) 
the Dog-Fifk, by putting on of Beaffs 
Skins, and by leaping, capring, and 
dancing in them, to draw the Fi/h unto 
the Land, to catch them: Why may not 
other Creatures be allured with taxes 
and tomes.as well as thofe Animals with 
Axtick poftures and gestures. tis fuf- 
ficiently known, that {ome men have an 
Art or Faculty of taking Plovers, and — 
other Birds, by whiftling fuch a tune. 
This draws the Bérds into their Dan- 
gers: And he that faid, Fiftula dulce 
canit volucrem dum decipit auceps, had 
fome fuch meaning: But if David bya 
Sweet Leffon upon his Harp could (as 
Dewonologifts conceive) charm the E- 
vil Spirit in Saul, into a quiet ftilnelfs, 
yea, Seceffion, &c. I wonder, Why they 
{hould doubt, That a man by 4rt, up- 
On obfervation.of their Natures, thould 
work fome kind of Effeds, by Tunes, 
Tomes, Singing, Whifiling, &c. upon 
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inferior Creatures? Men may, without 


doubt, have a greater Power,Command, 
or Art, to allure order or charm (if 
the Word may beallowed) Beafts, or 
Birds, and Reptils, than men have to 
bewitch Devils, or Difpoffefs them, with 
afit of Mufick. Did not Sancho Pan- 
cha, Don Quixot's renowned Squire, by 
his cunning Dexterity, of Braying like 
an Afs, fet all the Affimicoes in the 
Mouxtain a Braying too; and yet was 
Sancho, no doubt, an honeft true Tro- 


jan; never div’d deep into the My- 


{teriesofthe Black Art, I dare warrant. 
7- I may add, That fome times, though 
the Charms or fimple Words, may have 
the credits yet may there fome fecrert 
means (and thofe meerly Natural} be 
clofely and imperceptibly ufed or apply- 
ed; and fo the Effec? be attributed 
meerly to the Charm, when another and 
more proper means deferved the Com- 

mendation, And this may be obfervable, 
not only inliving Creatures, but inani- 

matealfo. Suppofe the head of a dare 


fhauld ftick fo faft or crofs in fome Soul- 
diers Bone, that all the Chsrurgzons, 


with all their beft Art and Skill could 


not without much Danger and Torment. 


theParty,get it out:If now fome Infe- 
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riour Perfon ot Woman (nevertaken 
tice of, for any Chirurgical fkill) un-’ 
der the pretence of aCharm, (nothing’ 
preceptibly applyed or ufed befides the 
- Words ) fhould inthe way of a Hocus 
pocus, having in his Sleevea Asagnet of 
excellent Operation, by rhe virtue of it 
(fo concealed ) draw out the Irom, (as 
without doubt, is zaturally poflible, 
yea and hath been experimented ina 
fimilar cafe, as very good and able Phy. 
fitians publickly declare): It would 
{een fome-what wonderful indeed; 
yet not at all be Diabolical. Thereatea 
schoufand Secretsin Nature of excellent 
ufe, and Operation; yet known but to 
a few.yea but to a very few, perlons, and 
thofe Comtemptible, for any other 4rt, 
or Science, or Excellency; as thofe of 
Sympathy and Antipathy, occult Qua- 
lities, and /pecifick Virtues, who yet by 
Obfervation, Tradition, or Empiretical 
Way, have luckily gained the Know- 
ledge or Knack of ufing them, Muft 
their ufe of things, in this kind, be coun- 
ted Witchcraft, or Diabolical Operati-_ 
ow, {traight > We know but in part, yea. 
but a very little, even the wifeft of men; 
of the moft Obvious things, that are 
before us; muchlefs the wonderful £f- 

feds 
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feds of thefe occult and fpecifickh Dua- 


lities, that are abftrufely lockt up in the 
Secret Cabinets of Nature. It isthere- 
fore high Prefumptioz, and the limiting 
of Nature, yea eventhe God of Nature, 
to che {hort {cantling of our weak Appre- 
henfions to fay, That nofuch things, 
as feem wonderful to us, can be effected 
in a Natural way; becaufe we ( for- 


footh) underftand not the Reafon. An 


able Phyfitiaw told me this Story: 4 
Gentleman of London, being defperate- 
ly fick, two of the ableft Phyfitians a- 
bout the Town were fentfor, to advife, 


dire, and order him: Who finding the 


Perfon (as they thought) in an Irreme- 
diable Condition, became exceeding an- 
gry,asking Whether they thought them to 
be gods, that they had fent for them to 
cure adead-man Prefently flinging out 
of the Room, they would immediately be 
gone; But being by much earnefiness im- 
portuned, they confent at last to take 
their Dinner, firft : In the mean, a neigh 
bour-Woman comming to vifit the Sick 
man,asht how he did, ce» what thePhyfitt- 
ans {aid of him? which having heard. fhe 
felt his Pulfe, viewed ana obferved him 
‘more narrowly,than at first : and, Doshe 
Phyfitians (quoth fhe) fay that 
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bope ¢ Pray,cntreat them to view the Per- 
fon once more. With much importuni- 
ty they are at last won, to give another 
Vifit, or rather the laft fare-well. When 
comming up into the Chamber, the Wo- 
man askt them again,their Opinion: They 
return, he was past Cure; How! paft 
Cure (quoth fhe) ? P’leundertake to cure 
him my felfs Withall, fet her Spe@acly 
upon his Nofe: Yea, Iwill cure him with 
this, withont any more trouble, or far. 
ther application, Then, they cryed.ont, 
She was a Witch, aWitch: Nay (quoth 
fhe) but, Are you not Dunces Dogon 
not perceive that the Crilis i paft, the 
Strength of Nature hath overcome the 
Malignity of the Difeafe? No weed of 
much Art, or Help: Nature it [elf will 
do the work, without Art, though not 
with fo much Eafe and Speed. Which 
baving heard, and examining the Pati- 
ent again, 4 little more narrowly, They 
fubfcribe to her Judgment, the Succes 
was anfwerable. Meer Ignaroes, (as 
they are accounted ) may unty the knot, 
fometimes, which the greateft Artifts 
are puzled at, I could inftance farther 
in one of the greatelt Scholars, this latt 
Age hath known; who brake his Heart 
Cas we call it) with Grief, becaufea 
| Mechaue 
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The Grand Apostacy, 205 


Mechanick had confuted him, ina par- 
ticular point of the A¢athematicks. Ber- 
nardus non vtdet omnia, This is e- 
nough, in anfwer to all that which is 
{aid inthe Tyeatife of Cred. and Incyed. 


Yet Icannot forbear to fay, I honour the 


Author very much for his Piety, Lcyalty, 
great Learning, Modefty, cc. If any 


-mancould poffibly have bewitcht me, 


unto the Belief of Witchcraft, this reve- 
rend Perfon of all others was moft like- 


— ly tohave done it.If he be offended at a- 
By thing that hath been faid, I am forry5 


But God granthe havenot more caufe 
of Sorrow, when at his Appearance be- 
fore the great Tribunal, he {hall be chal- 
lenged for equallizing Belzebxb, the 


“God of Flyes, withtheGreat Febovab, 
_ for moft Stupend and*Miraculous Ope- 
rations. | 


er 
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